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SECTION, LVI. 

OF tut CHARACTER AKB^ MANNER^ OP' 
THE V^N^lTIANSi 

X AM very fen fiblc,. that it requires a longer 
refidence at Venice, and Hetter opportunities than 
I have had,, to enable me- to give fi character of 
the Yenetiansv But were I to form an idea of 
&em from what I have feen^I ihould paint them^ 
as a lively ingenious people, extravagantly fond of 
public amufeoients, with an uncommon relifli for 
humour, and 'yet' more attached tb the real enjoys 
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ments of life, than to thofe which depend oti 
oftentatioH) and proceed from vanity. 

The common people of Venice difplay fome 
qualities very rarely to be found in that iphere of 
life, being remarkably fober, obliging to ilrangers^ 
and gentle in their intercourfe with each other* 
The Venetians in general ^^re tall and well made. 
Though equally robuft, they are not fo. corpulent 
as the Germans. The latter alfo are of fair com- 
^exions, with light grey^ or blue eyes -, whereas the 
Venetians are for th« moil part of a ruddy brown 
colour^ with dark eyes. You meet in the ftreets 
of Venice many fine manly countenances, refem- 
bling thofe tranfmitted to us by the pencils of Paul 
Veronefe tod Titian* The women are of a fine 
ftile of countenance, with* cfxpreffive features, and 
a (kin of rich carnation. They drefs their hair in 
a fanciful manner, which becomes them very much. 
They are of an eafy addrefs, and have no averfion 
to cultivating an acquaintance with thofe ftrangers 
who are prefented to them by their relations, or 
have been properly recommended. 

Strangers are under lefs reftrainthere, in many 
particulars, than the native inhabitants. I have 
known fome, who, after having tried moft of the 
capitals of Europe, have preferred to live at Ve- 
nice on account of the variety of amufements, the 

gentle 
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g^de manners of the inhabitants, ancf the perfect 
freedom allowed in every thing, except in blaming 
the meafures of government. When a ftranger 
h To imprudent as to declaim againft the form or 
the meaiiires of government, he will either receive 
amefiage to leave the territories of the (late, or 
one of the Sbirri will be fent to accompany him 
to the Pope'^ or the Emperor's dominions. 

The hou(es are thought inconvenient by miniy . 
of the Englifh. They are better calculated, how- 
ever, for the climate of Italy, than if they were 
i^ilt according to the London model, which, I 
Mppoftj is the plan thofe critics approve. The 
floors afe of a^ red plaifter, with a brilliant glofly 
furface, much more beautiful than wood, and far ' 
preferable in cafe of fire, whofe progrefs they are '■ 
calculated to check.- 

The principal apartments are on the fcccnd » 
ftdor. The Venetians feldom inhabit the firft, 
which is often entirely filled with lumber. Per- 
haps they prefer the fecond, becaufe it is fartheft 
removed from the, mpifture of the lakes ; or per-r 
haps they prefer it becaufe it is better lighted and 
nlore chearful: or they may have feme better ' 
rfi^afon for this preference than I am acquainted 
with, .or can imagine. 

A 6 Though^ 



Thougli the inhabitants of Great Britain make 
ufe of the firft floors for their chief apartments, 
th is docs not form a complete demonft ration that the 
Venetians are in the wrong for preferlng the fe- 
cond. When an acute fenfible people univerfally 
follow one cuftom, in a mere matter of conveni- 
ency, however abfurd that cuftom may appear in 
the eyes of aftranger at firft fight, it will generally 
be found, that there is fom^ real advantage in it^ 
which compenfates all the apparent inconvenien-^ 
cics. Of thisj travellers who do not hurry with, 
too much rapidity through the countries they vifit^ 
. are very fenfible: For, after having had time to 
weigh every circumftance, they often fee reafon to 
approve what they had formerly condemned • Cuf> 
torn and faihion have the greateft influence on our 
tafte of beauty, or excellence of evexy kind. What 
from a variety of caufes has become the ftandard 
in one country, is fometimes juft the contrary itk 
another. The fame thing that makes alow-brim« 
med hat appear genteel at one time, andridiculous 
at another, has made a different fpecies of verfifi- 
cation be accounted the model of perfedion in old 
Rome and modern Italy, at Paris, or at London* 
In matters of tafte, partrculary in dramatic poetry, 
the grejudices which each particular ntipn ac« 
c^uiresan favour of its own, are difficult to be re-* 
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mored^ People feldom obtain fuch a perfeA 
knowledge of a foreign language and foreign 
manners, as to underftand all the niceties of the 
one and the aQufions to the other. In confequence 
of this, many things are iniipid ta them, for 
which a native may have a high relifti. 

1'he dialogues in rbimeof the French p]ays,ap-« 
pear unnatural and ^bfurd to Englilbmen^ when 
they firft attend the French theatre ^ yet thofe who 
kave remained long in France, and acquired » 
more perfeA knowledge of the langvage, afliire us| 
that without rhime the dignity of the tragic mufe 
cannot be fupported ; and that^ evtn in comedy^ 
they produce an additional elegance, which over- 
balances every objedlion. The French language 
being more ftudied and better underftood by the 
Engjiih, than our language is by the French na« 
don, we find many of our countrymen who reiiilh 
the beauties, and pay the juft tribute of admiration^ . 
to the genius ofCorneiUe, while there is fcarceljr 
aiiingle Frenchman tp be found, who has any idea 
oi tke. riieritx>f Sbakefpeare^ 

Without being juftjy accufed of partiality, I- 
ma^aflert,.. <hat in this inftance die Engliih dis- 
play a £iirnefs and liberality of fentiment fuperior 
to the French. The irregularities of Shakefpeare's 
dtamaare obvious to every, eye, and'Would>in the 

prefent 



fft{ent age, b& avoided by a poet hot poflelTed of 
^n hundredth part of his genius* His peculiar 
beauties on the other hand, are ^f an excellence 
vriiich has not^ perhaps, been att»hed by any poet 
of any age or <?ountry.- Ye^t the French critics^ 
Stom Voltaire down totbepporeftfcribMerin the 
literary journals,, aU flop at the former, declaim ou • 
Ae barbarous tafte o£ the Englifh nation, in&Sk on 
the gfot^f]|ue abfurdity of the poet's imagina&on^ *. 
and illuftrate both by partial extra6h of the moft 
f xceptionable fcenes of Shakefpeare's playsf. 

When a whole people, with that degree of judg- 
ment which even the enemies of the Britiih nation ^ 
^ow them to have, unite in the higheft adn^iration - 
of one man, and Contiiuej fordges, to behold hift 
pieces with liniated.deligbt, it might occur t6 tboie^ 
Frenchmen, that there poffibly was fome excel- 
l^ce in the works of this poe^ though they 
could not fee it; and a very- moderate ifaare of 
candour might have taught them, that ft would 
he more becoming to fpare their riditule tiU they 
acquired a little more knowfedge of the author^ 
againft whom it is pointed. 

An accident which occured fince my arrival at 
Venice, though founded on a prejudice much more 
excufable than the condu£l of the critics above- 
mentioned, has brought home to my conviftion 

the 
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^ ralhnefi of^ofe who form opinions, without 
the knowledge requifite to dired their judgment. 
> . I had got, I don't kiiowhow, the moft contempt* 
tuous opinion of the Italian drama* I had been* 
told, there was not a tolerable a^or at prefent in 
Italy; and I had been long taught to confider their 
comedy as the moft defpicablc ftuff in the worlds . 
which could n6t amnfe, or even draw a fmile 
from any perfonof tafle, being^ quite deftitute of 
tnie humour, full of ribaldry, andl^nly proper for 
tile meaneft of the vulgar. Imprefled with thefe 
fentinoents, I went with a party to the ftage-box 
of one of the {^ayhoufes the very day of our ar- 
rival at Venice. 

The piece was a comedy, and the moft enter* 
taining character in it was that of a man who ftlit** 
tered. In this defeA, and in the Angular grimaces 
wich which the a£h>r accompanied it, ^onfifted a , 
great part of die amufement« 

Piigufted at fuch a pitiful fubftitution for wit 
and humour, . I exprefled a contempt for an au« 
dience which could be entertained by fiich buf« 
foonery, and who could take pleafure in the f ?chi- 
bition of a natural infirmity. 

While we inwardly indulged (entiments of felf^ 
approbatioA, on account of the refinement and 
fupieriority of our own tafte, and fuppprted the 

dignity 
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ckgnity of diofe fcntiments by a drfdainful gravity 
of countenance, the Stutterer was giving a piece^ 
of information to Harlequin, which greatly inte-^ 
refted him, and to which he liftened witk every' 
mark of eagernefs. This unfortunate (peaker had 
jtift arrived at the moft important part of Ms nar-r 
rative, whicb^was^-to acquaint the impatientliftener 
where his miih^fs- was conc^ed, ^ben he un-- 
luckily ftumbled on a word of fix or feven fyllables, 
which completely obftruAed the progreis of his 
ntf ration. He attempted it again and again, but 
always without fucceis. Though many other 
words might explain the meaning equally well, it 
is as eafy to make a faint change his reKgion, as 
prevail on a flatterer to acceptof another word in 
place of that at which he has ftumbled* He a&ereft 
to his firft word to the laft, and v»ll fooner exfiK 
with itin.his throaty than give it up for any other 
youjnay ioiler* Harlequin, on the prefentocca^ 
jion, prdented his friend with a dozen, but he le- 
jeQed diem all with difdain, andperfiftedin hisiin-^ 
fuccefsful attempts on that which iiadfirfi come in 
liis way. At length, making a defperate effort^ 
when all the fpe£lators were gaping in expedation^ 
of hi* fafedelivery,. the cruri W4>rd came up wiA 
its broad-ftdelforemoft,. and ihick &e£Xiy acrofi- 
theunbafqsy man's wind-pipe* He gaped, and^- 
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panted, and crdiked ; his face fldked, and his tyes 
feemed ready to ftart from his head. Harlequin 
bnbuttoned the Stutterer's waiftcoat,'an<I the neck 
of his fhirt; h€ fanned his face with bis cap^ and 
held a bottle of hartfhorn to his nofe. At length, 
fearing his patient would expire before he couU 
give the defired intelligence, in a fit of defpair he 
pitched his head full in the dying man's ftomaoh,. 
and the Word bolted oi^t of his mouth to the moft 
diftant part of the houft. 

This was performed in z nianner fe perfe£fl|^ 
ditU, and the humoirous ah&irdity of the expeifient 
came favnexpejEledly upOn me, that I immediately 
burft intd a moft exceffivelit of laughter, in whidi 
I was accompanied hy my friends ; and ourlaugb^ 
ter continued in fuch i^ud, violent, and repesteS 
fits, that the att^mion of the audicsnce being turnti 
from the ftage to our box, occafioned a j:enewaix){ 
^ mirth all oyer the playhoufe with grcatqf 
Vociferation than at firft. 

When'we returned to the 91%! wataiked,if£' 
were as much convinced as ever, that a n^m mufb 
l>e perfe£Uy devoid of tafte who could condefcen4 
to laugh at an Italian cemedy ? 
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SECT, hvn* 

♦f THE SITU ATI0!» Of VENICE, IW CANAt6^ 
. - AND BKlBOiS* 

. THE ' vlror of Venice^ at fome link diftancr 
from the town, is mentioned by many travellers 
in terrfit itf diaitigheft admintioii, I had been (a 
iohdn fo rewtt l iwi »f the afflaatemtait widi which I 
Addd lieflruek tt the iirft fight of thlfr city, that. 
mheni^^MdlyiSii ktityl fdtlitde or rioamafle-fc- 
mmt ht alh You will behold, faid thoie antidpa^- 
lors, ^ magAificeRt towoi or more fi^quendy, to 
iQake^ecb^er ji&pteffion^ they gaveitih detidl r 
2^You<wiiibefaiddy&id die^ magnl&ent palac^^ 
thilnthes^ towon and-fteqples, all fHindinginthe 
middle of the fea* Welly: this unqueftionably t^ 
in uiicommoa fceney and there i$ no manner of 
dbubt c£nt^a't9W]i^iurrounded by water, is ayery ^ 
fine fi^t) .bucudlthe traveltdrs ^at have exifled 
fmce the days of Ciuti, will not convince n^, that 
atown, furrounded by land, is not a much finer. 
Can there be any comparifon, in point of beauty, 
ketween the dull monotony of a wartery furface, 

and- 



C 19 J 

mi lbs ckligh^ variety of gardeaSi meaddWfy 

hills and woodtf? 

If the fituadon of Venice renders it left agree- 
able than inother citiT) to bdiold at a diftance, it 
jnuft render it, in a much ftronger degree^ 1*6 
agreeable-to mbabit. Faryonwillflealetp recoi- 
led, tha^ inftead of wajkii^ ot ffiding tn the fields 
aodenjoyingliieiragranceof beri>9^ and^thcmelody 
of bjrds; when you wUh to take tiie air here^ ypi 
muft fabmit to be paddled about from BUamn^ to 
aigh^ in a nijrrpw boa^ along dirty caiialsi or^if 
pu doq't like this,' you faaVe one rdburce xHof^ 
Which is, that of walking in St. Mark's Place*^ 

The^arethedifedvantages^Uich Venice la^^ 
bours under, with regard to fitaatLon;. b^ it l^ 
Other peculiar! ties, which, in theopinionofmirnyy 
overbabmces tlieqi,.ai2d render i^ ontkewbole^ 
an agreeable towit, 

, Venice is faid to be built iii the £»;» that i% it 
Is built in themidS of ihaHows which ftretch fodie 
miles from the fiiore, at the bottohrof the Adriatie 
Gulplu Though thofe fhallows, being now all.; 
covered' with water, have the appearance of one 
great lake, yet they are called Laguna, or lakes^ 
bfcaufe formerly; as it is imagined, they were (e-»> 
vera!. On failing on the Laguna, and lookinjg to 
the Ipottom, many l4rge hollows arc to be (iie%. 
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whichj at fome former period have/very poiSbJy^ 
been diftin^t lakes, though now, being all covered 
^itb a eominoii furface of water, they form one 
large lake, of unequal depth. The intervals be^ 
tween thofe hollowis,r k b fuppafe(^ were litdfr 
iflands, and afe noW l&allows, which, at ebb, are 
sSl within ceach of a pole. 

When you approach the city, you tome along ^ 
liquid road, marked by rows of ftakes on each 
fide, which dire A veilels, of a certain burthen, to ' 
avoid the ihallows, and keep in deeper water. 
Thefe flsaHows are a better ' defence to the cityr 
than the ilrongtft fortifications* On dfc approaclt 
•fan enemy's fleet, the Venetians ikve oidy ta 
^1 up dieir ftakes, and the enemy can advance ftoc 
fiurther. They are equally beyond the infult of $f 
laiid axmy^. even in the midft of winter; fbr Am 
fittx and* reflux of thefea,, and the mildnefe of tbr 
dimaite^ prevent i&cb^ ffirength of ice as couUad-- 
mit die approach ef an army tiiat way; 

The lake in which Venice ftands, is a kind of 
iaaall inner gulph, feparated from the large one by 
femeiflands, at afew miles diftance; Thefe iflands^' 
in^ a great mea&re, break the force of the Adrfa** ' 
tic ftoirms,.before they reach- the- Laguna; yet, in 
very high winds, thenavigationof the lake is dan« ' 
g^roiis to gondolas, and fomettmcs die gonddeera 
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€o not truft.diemfetves, even on the canals with- 
ah jthe city. This is not fo great an inconvenicncy 
to the inhabitants,'^s you may imagine ^ becaufe 
fliofi of the houfes have one door opening upon a 
can^ and another communicating with the ftreet ; 
by means of which, and of the bridges, you can 
go to almoft any part of the .town by land, as weQ 
as by water. # 

*Thc number of inhabitants: arc computed «t 
150,0003 the ftrcets in general are narrows fo are 
die canals, except the grand canal, which Is very 
broad, and has a ferpentine courfe through the 
middle of the city. They tell you, there are fevc- 
ral hundred bridges in Venice. What pafs under 
this name, however, are fingle arches thro\m 
"over the canals.} . moft of them paltry enough. 

The Rialto confifts alio of a fingle arch, but a 
v^tf noble one, and of marble; It is built acrod 
the grand canal, neair the middle, where it is nar« 
roweft. This celet)rated arch is ninety feet wide 
on' die level of die canal, and twenty-^four feet 
high. Its beauty is impaired by two rows of 
booths, or fhops, which are eredled upon it, and 
divide its upper furface into three narrow ftreets« 
The view from the Rialto is equally lively and 
magnificent; The objeSs under your eye are the 
grand canal; covered with boats and gondolas, and 
-■ '^ fianked 
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flanked 6n each fide with magnificent pataA^ 
churches, and fpires; but this fine prolpedl is al-^ 
moft the only one in Venice; for, except the grand 
canal, and the canal Regio, all the others are iiar«i> 
tovr ^d mean; fome Qf them b^ve no keys; the 
Water literally waflies the walls of the houfes. 
When you fail along thofe wretched canals, yon 
liave no one agreeable objfeflt to cheer tjie figbjti^ 
and the fmell is overwhelmed with the ftench 
yiiich^at certain feafons, exhales from the water. 
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SECT. LVIII. 

Of YAM0U8 KATURAl BBAU^IBS IK IBTAIES. 

On our. journey we paifcd through Xrudlow, a,. 
£ne, handfome, town, which h^ au old cafUe, now 
fava neiglefted and ruinous ftate; but which, by 
its remains, appears to have been once a very 
Jllrong fortrefs, and an habitation vtry fuitable to 
thp power and dignity of the Lprd Prefidcn^ .of 
Wales, who • refided there. Not for from this 
town i« jQkely park, belonging to Lord f owi$, 
and pact of diat foreft which Miltoi), in his 
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ttdque, fuppoied to have bees inhabited by Co- ' 
mus and his rout. The god is now vanquished ^ 
but^ at the revolution cXoftxy (even years, his rout 
does not fail to keep up orgies there, and in the 
neighbouring town, as Lord Powis knows to Us 
coft, for he has igent twenty or thirty thou&nd 
poandsiaeotertainingtfaematthefeiealbns, which 
is the reafon diat he has no houfe at this place fit 
for him to.live ixu He talks of building one in the 
park, and the fituation deferves it ; for there are 
nany fcenes, which not only Comus, but die lady 
of Mihon's mafque, i^outd have taken delight ih» 
if they had received the improvements they are 
capaUefroma man of good tafte ; but they are 
as ytt Very rude and neglefted* In our way from 
l^ence toMontgonlery, we pafled dirough a coun- 
try very romantic and pleafant, inmanyfpots; in 
which we faw farms fo weltfituated, that they ap- 
peared to us more delightful fituations than CIec<» 
mont or Burleigh. At laft we came by a gentle- ^ 
man's houfe, on the (ide of a hill opening to a 
fii'cet vaDeyi which feemed to be built in a tafte 
Jnuch fuperior to that of a mere country efi^uire. 
Wie therefore ftopt and defired to fee it, which cu- 
nofity was well paid for. We found it the neateft 
*nd beft houfe of a moderate fize, that we ever /few» 
^l^e i)aafter, it feems, was bred to th^ kw, biit 

quitted 



quitted tihe profeffion about fifteen years ago, snt 
retired into die country upon an eftate of five hun-> 
dred pounds per annum, with a wife and four 
ciiildren ^ notwithftandlng which incumbrances^ 
he found means to fit up the houfe in the manner 
we £u^ it^ with remarkable elegance, and to plant 
al^ the hill about him with grovds and clomps of 
trees, that, together with an admirable profpe£t 
fej^n from it, render it a^Iace which a monarch 
Slight tnxy. But, to let you fee how vulgar 
minds value^uch improvement, I mnft tell you 
an anfwer made by our guide, who was fervant 
to lyord PWis's fleward, and (poke, I prefume, 
the fenfe of his mafter, upon our expreffing fonr.e 
wonder that this gentleman had been able to do 
fo much with fo fmall a fortune } ^ I do no^ (aid 
he, know how it is, but he is always doing Tome 
nonfenfe or other." I apprehend, moft of my 
neighbours 3vill give the fame account of my im- 
provements at Hagley. 

Montgomery town is no better than a villaige ; 
and all that remains of an old caftle there, is about 
a rthird part ef a ruinous tower : but nothing can 
be finer than the fituation of it and the profpeA. 
It. muft have been exceedingly ftrong in ancient 
times, and able to refift all the forces of the Welih : 
to bridle V^ em it was built in the reign of William 
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Rufus; three fides of it are a precipice tjuite in- 
acceffible, guarded widi a deep and broad ditch I 
I was forry chat more of fo noble a caftle did not 
remain^ bufglad to think| Chat^' by our incorpo* 
rating union with the Welfli, this and manycthcrsi 
which have been ereAed to fecure the neighbour- 
ing counties of England againft their iacurfions, 
«r tomaimainour fovercignty over that fierce and 
warlike people, are now become ufelefs. 

From hence we travelled with infinite plcafurc 
(through the moft charming countrjrmy eyes- ever 
beheld, or niy imagination can palntj to Fowls 
caftle, partof which was burnt down about thirty 
years ago; but there are ftill remains of a great 
hdufe, fitiiated fo finely^ and fo nobly, that, were t 
iii the plaee of Lord Powis, I {hould foHake Okcly 
park, with all its beauties, and fix my feat as ne^ir 
there, as the moft eligible in ev?ry relpeft.. About 
three thoufand pounds laid out upon it, would 
loake it the moft auguft place in the kingdom. It 
ftands upon thefide of a very high hill ^ below lies 
a vale of incomparable beauty, with the Severn 
landing through it, and the town of Welfti-Poot^ 
terminated with high mountains* Theoppofite fide 
is beautifully cultivated half way up, and green 
to the top, except in one ortv/o hills, whofefum- 
mits are rocky, and of grotefque (hapcF, that give 
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--vafie^ and rpirlt to the profpc<ft. Abotftf the 
<:aftfe is a long ridge of hilfs finely fliaded, pan^ 
^f which is the park V and" ff ill higher rsa terrace, 
up to which ycu are led thrQUgh very fine lawns, 
from whence you have a view thdt Qxceeis all dc- 
Icripfion. 

' The county of Montgomery, which lies witiiin 
this view, is lo my eyes the moft beautiful inSoutM 
Britain; aiid though I have not been in ScotIan<f, 
I cannot believe I fliall find anyplace there fupe- 
rior, or equal, to it; becaufe the highlands are all 
nncultivated,andthe lowlands want Wdod'; where- 
as this country is admirably ffaaded with hedge- 
rows. It has a lovely mixture of corn fields and 
jneadowf, though more of the latter. The vales 
^nd bottoms are large, and the mountains, that 
rife like a rampart all around, add a magnifi« 
.cence and grandeur to the fcene, Without giving 
you any horror or dreadful ideas, ^becaufe at 
Powis caftle they appear at fuch a diftance as 
not to deftroy the beauty aiid foftncfe of the 
country between theni. T ere are indeed fome 
high hills within that inclofure, bat being woody 
and green, they make a more pleafing variety, ani 
take off nothing from the prdfptii, Thfe Caftle 
has an old-fafhioned garden juft under it, which 
a few alterations might make very pretty; fdf 
there is a command pf water and wood in it^ 

which 
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which may be fo managed as to produce all the 
beauties that art can add to what liberal nature 
has fo lavilhly done for tbll place. 

We went from thence to .fee PfeftiffUhaider, a 
famous cafcadet but it did not quite anfwer my 
exfieftatiom, for diough the fall is fo high, the 
fttam k but narrow^ and it trants the comple- 
laent of wood^ the water falling like a fpout on an 
tven defcenti dowti the middle of a wide nakpd 
fock, 'withoat f njr br^ks to fcatter the water. 
Upon the whole, i^gave me but little pleafure, 

After ha^mg ieen the Velino,wc lay that night 
at the houfe of a gentleman, who had the care of 
Lord Pewis's lead mines ; it (lands in a valley, 
irtiich kerns the abode of quiet and fecurity, fur- 
rounded with very higK mountains on alt fides ,{ 
^t ill kfeff Inry, foft, and agreeable. If ajnan 
^WB di|)afed to forget the world, and be forgotten 
V i^ he coidd not find a more proper place. In 
feme of thtffe mountaf ns are veiiis of lead ore, 
which have been fo rich as to produce in time 
paft, twenty tboufiuid pounds per annum, to the 
oidDulee of Powis, but they are not near fo Va- 
Itiable now. Perhaps you will obje<^, that the 
idea of weahh dag up in thrs place does notconfift 
Wh that of retirement, I agree it does not ; but, 
«1 the wealth-being hid under ground,thc eye fees 
Nothing there but peace and tranq^ailli ty. 
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M^hc next morning we afccaded the moUiitsAs^ 
.of Bcrwin^ oncof the higheftia Wales ; and when 
Avc came to the .top of It^ a profpe(9: opened to ut^ 
s whiph ftruck the .oiind with awful aftoniihment. 
Nature is in all her majefty there ', but it is the 
majefly of aiyrant^ frowning over the ruins and 
defqlation of a country* The enormous moun- 
tains, or rather rocks, of Merionethfbire rncloTed 
us all round* There is not upon thefe. moun- 
tains a tree or fhrub, oi: a blad^ ofgrafs^ nor dkl 
we fee any marks of habitations or. culture intbe 
whole place. Between them is a folifude nt for 
Pefpair to inhabit; whereas all we had(e^nbefore 
in Wales feemed formed to infpire the meditati« 
pns of love. We were fomehours in crofling this 
defart) and then bad the view of a fine woody vaicy 
but narrow and deepi through which a rivulet ran 
as clear and rapid as the Scotch burns, winding 
in very agreeable forms, witlr a very pretty caf- 
cade. On the edge pf this valley we travelled on 
foot, for the fteepnef^ of the road would not allow 
us tQ rid^ without fcnne danger ; and in ai?9ut half 
an hour we came to a more open country, though 
ftill inclofed with hills, in which we faw the town 
of Bala with its beautiful lake. The town is finall 
and ill:-builti but the lake is a fine objeft, I( is 
;ibou( three miles in lergth, and one in breadth ^ 

the 
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fife water of it Is <flear, and of a bright fltver co- 
lour* The river Dee runs through very rich mea- 
dows; at the other end are towering high moun- 
tains; on the fides are grafly hills^ but not fo well* 
wooded as I could wifbthem to be. There is. alfo 
a Bridge of ftone buittover the rrver^ an^ agentk-*' 
nan's houfe whieh embelUfhes the profpei^. But 
ffiat Bala is nx)ft famous for is the beaut^rof its 
women; and indeed I there &w fonie of the pret- 
^eft girls I ever beheld. The lake produces very 
fine trout, and a fi(h called tc^^/Viii^, peculiar to it- 
&lf> and of a very delicate tafte. 

After we ]eft the banks of the lake, where we 
bad an agreeable day, .we got again inl;o the de-' 
fat; but lefs horrid than I have ah-eady defcjil>e<f| 
tbt vale being more fertile, and feeding fome cattle. 
Nothing reoiarkable occurred in our ride, until we 
came toFeftimc^f avillage in Merionethihire, tha 
vale before which' is the moft perfef^Iy beautiful of 
all we bid {eem From the beighth of tbis village 
you have a view of the fea# Thebills are green, 
and well {haded with wood. There is a lovely 
rivulet,.which wmds through the bottom; oneaah 
fide are meadows, and above urecorn-fitlds along 
die fides of the hills; at each end are high moun*' 
lains, ivhidi feemed placed there to guard thi« 
chanmng retreat againft any invaders. With the 
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womftA one loves, with the frieod of one's lteart> 
atid a good Audy oi books^ one migh^ pds aaage 
there, and think it a day. If one ha&;a muni ti» 
live long and re^w his youth, let him come and 
iettl^ at Feftiniog* Not long ago there <lied i» 
that neighhourhood ah lioneft Welch finner^ w&a 
was 105 years of age; by htslirft wife he had 3» 
children, 10 hf his fecond, and 4 by- ids thttd^ 
hrs youngeil ion was 8x years younger Umahm 
cltieft, and 800 perf ons defoended froai his bodjr^ 
ibttended his Aineral. ■ ' 

When we had ikirtpdAis happy vak aaJmr or 
two, we c^ioe to a narrow branch ^ifae fea, 
which is dry at low water. - As we pd&d over 
the fands we were furprUed to fee that all file cat- 
tle preferred that barren place to the taieadewav 
The guide iaid it was to avoid a fly,' wfaick ift the 
heat of the dayxanie oistof the vvoods, and laM^ 
^ thena in theiraHeys. The vicwofthe fidd fami% 
18 terrible, sss they are hemmed in tki'ctidkGlm^ 
wi^ very high hOls, Uit broldcn into a itoifim^ 
irregular ihapes . At one end-ia the ooean,* ^t th* 
other the formidable oiovntainsof Snowfon,' biadt 
and naked roeks, whidi^ ibeme«fcto be piled one 
«bove another. The iumcni ts; *cf Sutim of tbeM 
Are covered with clouds, ^dcaimot be afbendedl 
They do altogether ftpoti^if ^mdw^idem ^ 

Burnet^ 
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Buraef, of dieir L^ing the fragiiieAt of adeaoo-^ 
liibed world. 

In the evening we l^oJe along th« fisa{<;oafty- 
whkh is here very cold. The grandeur pf tb^ 
•cean, <5orrerpo<nding with that of the mountnjns^ 
formed amajcftic and ^emn fceae ; ide^is of i{n-< 
raeofityi^'eHed and exalted our minds at the fight; 
sdl leiler obje<^ appeared mean and trifling, fb 
<bat we could hardly 4^ juftkc to the ruins of an 
old caftie, iitudted upon the top of a: conical biU» 
Aefoot of which is waihed by thefea, and which 
has every feature th^ can give a romantic appear* 
ance. 

Next morning being fair, we ventured to climb 
up to the top of the mountain, not indeed fo higb 
as Snowdon, which is here called Moel Guidon^ 
that is, the neft of the eagle j but one degfee 
lower than that called MacI Happeck^ the ned of 
the hawk } from whence we fiiw.a Phaenomenon^ 
iiew to our eyes, but common in Walesj on the 
one ilde was midnight, on the other bright day. ' 
The whole extent of the mountain of Snowdon^ 
on our left hand^ was wrapped in clouds, from top 
to bottom^ but on th« right the iun fiione tnoft: 
gMoufly; ofTfii; the lea-coail of Carnarvon* Tb« 
lull w« ftood upon was jpexfeiftly clear, aabd t)^9 
ny |i^ €i9Xfiii up a pretty ^y afeeAtj; but^ be« 
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fore Its wa^ a precipice of ittanj hundred yards,, 
and below, a vale, which thou^ not <rultivate<^ 
has much favage beauty; the fides were fteep, and^ 
fringed with low wood. 

There were two little lakes, or rather large 
pools, that ftood in the bottom, from which if-* 
fued a rivulet, that ferpentined in view for two ot 
three miles, and was a pleafiag relief to the eyes, 
' But the mountains of Snowdon, covered with 
jacknefs and thick ' clouds, called to my memory 
the fall of Mount Sinai, with the laws delivered 
^iTOin. iti and filled my mind with religious awe^. 

Lord Lyttj.itow;- ' 
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or CARNARVON, AND THE ISLE OP 

* Anglesea. 

« 

« 

WHEN I arrived at Carnarvon, I had a very 
fine view of the fea, atid one of the fitieft towns 
I bad fecA m England or Wales ; the old walls of 
whidij with the towers aud bulwarks^ are al« 
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vf/btt entire; they are high and ftrongly built* - 
The towers are round, snd rather more of the 
Roman than the Gothic form of architedure« At 
one end diey join to the wall of Ihe caAley. which 
is a vaft and noble buildi^, of which the outfide 
isfite^wife well preferved, but the infide is demo-- 
liflied. The people here ihow the remains of a- 
dmober^ where King Edward II • was bom, and 
received the fubmiiSofiof all the nobility in Wales • 
ia his cradle. The caftle itfelf was builf by his^ 
fadier, and is indeed a noble work*- 

As w& rode from Carnarvony ^the <:ou9»try about 
was^bftsned intoafc^ne of^the moft pleafing kind, . 
and was rendered^ mofe fp by the contrail with^ 
that frocn-Whitfa'we cait^r- We^ travelled alqng * 
the ftore.of Menai, an arm of the fea,* as broad as . 
tiK Thames, oppofite to Lord Duncannpn^s* Our- 
roadkd «ks.over fine fliady la wns, ^ perfumed fo with * 
honeyfttckles, that they were a paradtffitt^-j^ and-. 
o?er gentle iiilis, from wfaenee we had a lovely ,. 
vbw of the Menai andtheifleof Angleiea, w^kh 
lies on the oppeibe fide of it, ai^ then loft them ^ 
again in agreeable^ Valleys, ;lik^ tbofe-of Reading,, 
or the Hertferd&ife Vales* We^ enjtpyed thefe 
fctties for rfome :ixiile$,L till we-can^e-to-a ferry, hy*] 
vphkh we pafledin^ Anglefea, and landed at the 
ffm>f Si»NichdatBa^ky« wh|ph.is the pkafanteft ^ 
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fpot in the lAand. He has GotheriW an oU holiie 
\^'ftb good judgment and tafte. The view from it 
is charming^ He feeft the (Weet country, through- 
w^ich we bad tf&¥e\\t4^ from Carnarvon to Snow* 
don abov€ it^ which eanobies the profped; the 
Menai winds in a moft b^utifu) manner, juft mi-* 
der his windows $ hi« woods ihade (he banks af h 
on eaefa fide, quite down to the water i abovn 
whfch, mtenfHxed ^ih timm^ are eitei^gneca 
lawns» wMch, if hetped with a verj Kttk art^ 
would, together with htswoed, flMke a gardeaor 
p^rkj of the moft perfed beauty ^ but all is yetin 
a rude and negleded ftate« From dience 
toBaroi^n, theieatefLordBuHfiekfi 
tewn of Beaumarrs^ in the fanae iftand, it bas-a: 
view of the fea, and coaft of Carnarvon^ «dlidi 
is indeed very fine, but I think inferior to that at- 
Lord Edgecombe's, with which I have hmii it 
compared. The houft i# a bad one i the gaidtna 
are made in a very ftie lafte; but upon the whola^ 
I like it much le<s dian SIr'N. BaU^S thwiwgli 
the reputatjon of the fiiraier is gnealief i» WbIm* 
All the reft of the iOe of Anglefea it a nataed 
^nd unpkeiant country, vritbout a Me or hedge;, 
to be feen in it, unc^Mvaied ftill, from die o^ft^ 
nacy of the people, in adheviflg to the ignoi 
<rf^Aeir forefirther^ ^ fe that I Ui «gU it does 
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fifbdoce die tcutk ^rt of what tbe ]^d k capable 
ifimprovedby theagnadtw&df'Efi^aQd* from 
Beaumaris vve rode over thslaods, at knv natcslo 
PeflmaR Mawr, a hijjjb a»4 rocky mounUiiv die 
pafl^Lge over which msft have teen Yery fnghtfitli 
before they bulk a wait ajofig die edge of die wood, 
which fectoies yon frMn the dai^r of bUmg 
down die'iiceeipict that is below ie into tbe iea t 
but with this guard it is very ag^enUe^ ikft fxro* 
(jpeift of dM fea Mi coqstry fadiig vxry fine* 

I never fiwiny thing diat ftruck me moac Ibaia 
dM fir ft view of Conway ca^l^ to which ^eeioon 
came, after pafing this moaarain. h was Imilt by 
Edward die Firft, in* much the &mt ftyle widi 
dnt of Cariia^^'oii % >bat:ftn>iigcf aiyd more tegu* 
lar. The ficatftian is noble, kod it ftanda upon a 
rockof coitfidonUe.faeighth; infte&da>f a ditch, 
Aree fides^of it ate4efeiided by hn arm of dieiesii 
Mdfeisr ^irrtt«9 Hi^t tik$bmsciiut towers,, befide^ 
tjNfO odiets at-die end landing below the oOrpis, 
aiNMK dMr iMddle ef d^ rock^thot wer^haeg^* die 
Ibu The #a)ls bbt^wMn mi battlements, and 
teak i^ei^ fisoiigi di^^g^pcviiyibmeipbots, 4our^ 
tom eff fiHeeh feet dlid^ in none lefe than twelve. 
The wMe«egediiiP hath die grarideft appceranoe 
^%Hiy VuUding I ererbeileld, e^iallyas die 
ivstts of ii^t0»n^ which ase^eilt-lSke tbiib ^i 
'Qtfnarvon, but with bolder and handfomer towers, 
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9kppenr right in one view to the eye with the csS^ 
t\ey when iirft you appFonch it. All die outfidt 
MfnainB, except one tower, as in the time of EA^ 
mrd the fifft $ and Aafc was not denoliibed 
(either vrithbatteritig engines or with cannons^ bu^ 
by the people of the* place taking ftones from tfai 
lauiMhidony for their own ufO) jwhenever they pleM"* 
edh) the con&i{Juence of which was, that tfa^ 
gre^teft part ef dM lowef fell into the lea. But 
the upper |»it mote furprifiiigly coaltnues ftill 
firm in the form of an ardi 1 and Lord Hertford, 
the prefent proprietor, hath forbid a«y<iUlappidatiim 
tor tfa6 talvste. We were fold bis grand£albeir 
would have, lived in this; caftle, could be hAve 
purcfaa&d any lands in the c^uolry aboot > bijit 
iinding nose to beibldy be dropt the de%n. 

I wiflike bad purfued it,, for then we nif^ 
have feen the ialide entire ;. .a ii^ which wottld 
have given^fie a great dea]^ of plealiire: But-Qow" 
t)||(&oors, cieUngs, and potA^ are $il tnkefii aw^ 
to that we caa hardly gueft at its aypiEriOQl .9iaCr 
nificeece^ The ball muft bbve been a noUc 
rooif ;. itis 100 leet long* thirty wide, apd tjpirty 
bi^ The roof was fupporetd by verjt beautiful 
marches, whkb iliU rein&tn* There arotwp'cbkil^ 
neys init^ and- it waaweU ligbied. The A^iCf 
:wotb^ pC tbe wodows i( exceeding. hapdipn(ie» 



. t 



' r 37 } 

l&<roitr rrieod M»la(tfae buikfer of HsgkybMfe}* 
teen widi usy he would have fallen down an4 
adored the arcbited^ The eight towers feem to 
hive contained three very good hed*chamben 
cadiy i^ced one above anodief^ befidtsfomeup^ 
per rooms. The chambers are..eigbteen feet di* 
ameter, eaccept ono> called the king's chambei| 
which bfis a tow window, gained out of die thicks 
jB€fc of the waUi- and tho room is by that meatt$ 
extended about thkty feet^ Over thearch of thut 
window are die arms of Edward the Firft* 

From Conway. caftle|> we travelled half a day'f 
journey throi^ a very romantic country, to Rud« 
hodi^r ratfav Land-c^ftle,^ the remains of whidi 
aio lefs ferk£t dian Carnarvon or Cofiway ; nof 
w«8 it evei> equal to them, either in extent or 
beauty^ which! am bxsyJorj-, ^ it wx& built b]f 
the Second«. » 

Not fiurfrom hence, at z^fhce called Bodrudack 
fuSftd^z lainyday in a very comfortable man^ 
iwr. With an old acquaintance of mine^ who i# 
die lady of die caftle, and hath forbid all deprer 
dadonsy which the pepf^ of the neighbourhocd^ 
lifed to make,, by taking-it down to fa^ld and re^ 
pair dieir houies and pi^fties, which would, ha v# 
dcmoUfte^it W^e the tower of Cof way. . i 

s.. * .'. . i \ ♦. ;' Thir 
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The next morning we went to ^' top of iHe 
ibilt, frem whence we ha4 a view ^f the wkeit 
¥tle of ClwydAj from one endl cbthe otber,4flikdl 
is e<(ualle«l by none h^ EngMund for fertitky- ami 
tomiy. There k neiiher moantain nbr f ode 9a 
, be feen in any part of it. After you tarn ye«r 
^ack upon Ru^and, tSie hi}I»'en <»ie fi4e ^ ft rilb 
Tery gradually by genlle aCcents. Meftef them 
are clHrated quite to their fiinuntta, others half 
%Qyup$ and when the tops are notetldofedti thrf 
are a fine gralTy down, like Clent-hiH^ and^fliaded 
and enlivened wMi wood, hlee the Obpes iit 'my 
park. Butyet I prefer the fcenes inMontgom^* 
#rire to thia lively vale. - There is a great heaHty 
In^ thtat, but dtere is no ma^efby. Whereas diive, 
as In tile mind of a certain My, wttfr whom 'I 
lave die honour to be intimately acquainted^ the 
foft and the agreeable is mixed wiliti^the f&oMlf, ^ 
^reat, and ^ iubKme. 

' About the middle oF this .vale, tq^- die %iMr 
tofahin, Hinds Denbigh caIHe, aTerylEnemiiis 
if endofi» asmudi ground as Gonway or Ca#nlHv 
^ron, but hadi not fo much butkRng. liht tfsm^ 
«rs of it are (landing at a very eonfiicfaMe diC* 
tance from ont^anodier, being fewer in number^ 
but they are in tbefiime ftyle of arebtteAure, 
%siving been built in the reign of the iameking, 

wbo 
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i4o l>f diefe firong iottxtScs Retired to bimfelf 
mi htt poAerity the domimoa of Noitli Wale«» 
The hall is ftill pretty cotigit, and rivals .(hut 0$ 
CoQsnqr, except that thv xoof dotl^ »eit appm ft» 
have hi0eii ardied« 

The towers are atl in a ouiaeus; ftsite. I think 
k a fHty and {kamm to the owner, ^that eaerc caatif 
is not takea to prefer ve fuchrefpeftable remains of 
antiquky. Wliem we bft. the vale of Clwydd, 
we went into a barren and mountainous countr]P^ 
which continued from Rythtn as far as Wrex- 
ham* '* ' ' • 

From Wrexham we went to Wynftay, the ieat 
of Sir Watlgin Williaw Wynn. Part of the 
houfeisold; but bebadbegunbuildliiiga new one 
hefore )us deatb^ ia 9^ v«y ,gpod ^fte. One wing 
is finiihed, and that atone ;i^ke.$ a. very agreeable 
houfe. The view from it is the moft chearful I 
tver hfbihU It Aaiwto im the «tiddle qf a very 

Mrnnniiy. Bui^if liid|. park was ^tended % lit* 
tie hsA^y it mmJdtaJiptiMi ^^U]» with th£ view 
of a valley, moft beautifully wooded; andtberi- 
ifcr Dee wiJoduig m (^ tomai^ip ai^ qbarmiiy a 
mannexii liMl thfokU fSMo^i^at^^Fc^Vuiog;^ 
MJaa^tiwAwiltMiM^ JUvey behel4* 
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Indeed tUe country, for five or fix Riilcs,sis 
another temper, exceedingly fertik, and very. co«^. 
matide. While I was looking (it it^ I&lked one^ 
^ my $riendSy.^'Whe]<her'be thoughtut;{xoi!|Ue^ 
for the eyes to behold a more ple;^dg iighu^ H^. 
&id, ^^ Yes J the fight of a woman- one l9ve$." 
My anfwerwas, <' When I was in love I thought^ 

LoRO Lyttletoin^ 






- * * • # • 

A TRAVELLIKG ANClTDOTE AT' WACH^Iir;^ * 
IrL-^TH IK WAXES. * 

MACHVNLLETH lies tfi a fmftU verdaRi^ 
plain, furround^d with moUtitaiiis. It ftantb ii| 
the extreme weft angle of Montgameiyflitfe, atii 
the bridge from-lhe towi^ carvM ut&rit^Mm^ 
rioneriir ' > 

I cannot omit a ridicutoiHi ckciimftaiicc wfaii^ 
occurred to us ^ die ina of Machynikthk > i 

A gentleman of tte neigMio<i^h«>d psHttj^Aa 
trodutcd himfelf to us^ and hearing we travelled 

to- 
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to fitTsfy our curiofity, civilly oflfered to graiify i^ 
as far as he conld. It Was natural for me, among^ 
other diings, to enq&ire about the roads, and tfie 
inns. I therefore afked him, if there was a gdod 
houie at our next ftage ? He anfwered there were 
many, Mr. Ll(^d's,Mr.PowelPs,Mr. Edwards's, 
fcc. I flill enquired which was the beft. He re* 
pKed, they were all very good. But to make him 
explicti^ I perfifted in aflcing him, nAedier eithei^ 
of them was as proper, as that in which we were 9 
•^ Sir!'* faid he, widi a peevifh furpife, ** (hould 
you take this houfe for a Gentleman's?*^ 

I quickly explained myfelf, and begged hts pafa^ 
don. We might indeed have travelled througH 
the whole cpimtrywiA a conftant fuite of reeom» 
ttoidaticmsf *and: this gentleman preffed us to ac>» 
ceptof his invitation to his hofpitaUe friefids $ but 
Qt did not agree with oiir plan, nor had we reib« 
lutton enough^ to faerifice our time to a daily fttC4 
t^ffion of jolly t<]topftny; 

Leaving Machynlledi we ibon found ourielVei 
in a truly Alpine valleys the rapid torrent roaring 
over a bed of broken rocks, and now and then 
interrupted by immenfe fragments, from which it 
felt in cdnfiderable tatara£b; the wo#d^'and ex» 
ated precipices on each fide of the rtv^r^. a^ the 
BOttataiQ bsooi^ coodauaUf^rattling about us| 

formed. 
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hfmci a ronu&tic pi£^ure of the tanzmic iwi 
Wwctrv Aigoes Bt^Ues aa4 mount CeqU. To- 
wiHtifi fh« ^xtremty of this beautiful icene, tfafi 
kttge mouataia of Cader Xdris prcfe&ted its nak/ed,. 
craggyy aapd pjromiaent ctifF, fall to our front. I 
pever^DiraQ object more awfully Hiblime; it ex* 
teods mpf« thai half a mile in leiigth, and is ;^ 
l^ft a thQuibnd feet high. 

T%e fi^ad fASka under part of this gloomy and 
tremt^nd^ua jNWci^ce) on the right band, widnia 
(ight of a Wge laloe on the kfty and clofe to tbm 
brink of a fmaSer. Ic then croi&a an arm of Ca-*- 
dfr lAAf^ ^oAwnib a q«»€k defcentof two rocky 
|ftik$) tni§ at Dalgellcy. Fart of tbk lacter path* 
kMb ll»nQiigh a tiun oak wood, which hangs oyer 
an ioipMioiis torrent, ibaaiing down a ragged 
^Imty^ aar fibep as tiie r^adi 
* TJie* wwtdbed iiovrA ef Ddgelley ^.£aeiy H^ 
lQaft9dii4)Qfi>lfaeA'voa's baok. The.faUkaaiifPmd 
are richly interfperfed with^ wooda aedd (fapirnl 

(Imo tke.t9iii» ]^ jurr«giilar dilU«K:es« . . 

. Cader Uri^ from ^e quAcknrfi i^ ii$ 9ioQfli(^ 
mil> file ne^riieft of ita (n^mmk^ appwi$t flM^ 
lii|^ than it really ks «i»D)rpe^«ieiia«hJ0 |i&» 
•MM» haiw.eoofideiie4 it u the^i^b^^ woymte 
ift Walt%, te fiooMbft 18 i»di <S f t i taW y higlArw 

I could 
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1 coaSd iearn no tntrijigeoce of tts>ea] perpdi* 
dicular devation; but I ihould think it muft be ' 
nore than* half a mile above the level ofthe river 
at DolgeUe]^ whkfa receivea the tide at a fioiall 
difiance belav the town. 

Hiexe appears fbme i^it in die flannel trade 
jn Ais iun^bemhixHi^ iriudi extends Its hafy 
idfluence fcn man^ miks round the Cflviitry. 

About five miles frbm DoIgeHef, (a few largo 
Scotch-firs on ead^ fideof die i^ad iBaiddng the , 
fpat) we tknrned upwards on our Ith, to fee a wa* 
fer-fidl behind a ftna&houfe of rumbw Vaughan* 
This cataraift is broken into two broad parts ; tho 
ifepper defcehds aboac cfairtjr;. lUie feet, upon a fmaM 
craggy ridge, and the lower about tmnty ftet, ki<» 
16 a romantic bafon, encircied with perpendicutat 
^ isnpeti£ng rocks. A line wood iurround^ it^ 
and foniq ^ the largeft trees projcA A^r fliady 
-feraitc^es over the pmcipkes of rlie> oafeade. 

Retfsroifig to ihe high road, we £oon crofled a 
bridge, under which the torrent ratflfed Arooi <fat ' 
eA>eve c^eade, down a Aeep 4ecfivky,afid difou^ 
iarge disjointed fragments towards die river. 

Wequrtted^die valley two miks^fatdier, ahd 
•rce»k<i.iH,ri«n»<f«L^moa»U. TUt^ 
centinued ktH^hme and sm^acbcriy ibrievini 

nule^ 



/- 



C 44 ] 
mHes, but at l^gtb eondu^d us toa coo&itafik 
little inn. 

My companion's curiofitjried him o t&m to the 
righthand from nearly the fummit of tbe mountainy 
i^ich is called Pen-maen^ towards diefa^ls of the 
rivers Mothvaye and Cayne. He fotind the road 
exceedingly bad^ but his troublelbme ride was anaply 
repaid by<^4ie object in purfuit. The catara£lft 
were very deepy and fe}l in broad flteets of water^> 
through a varied icenery of woods and rocks.- 

Thefe remaxlcafale catarads are each of tlMxs 
thtffallof a whole river, and fituated witllinji 
quarter of a mile of t>ne anodier^ Tha0 of the 
Mothvaye forms two very br4»id^eet» of watery 
divided abouthalf way dowl^by a ridge m the totkf 
each part being alio beautifully broken by frequent 
crags projedii^ through '\u This whole fall m%f 
be about feveaiy or eighty feet in depth« 

Tb^toiP the Cayne is a continued Aeep feU froc» 
cock torock, not near fo wide as the former, but 
much higher. I fhould imagine k muft be front 
an hundred and fifty or two hundred feet high, bul 
the bottom is of very difficult accefs* Thefcenery, 
which immediately furrounds them both, is noble 
beyond de(cri{Mio% producing a finexontraft t9 
4ie^ naked hills in their neighbourhood. 

Tour through Wales, a,^ d. 177V 
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SECT. LXt. 

s 

e? BUBtm, AND THJE HOSPITALITY OF THfi 
IRISH. A. D. I774« 

HAVING croiled St» George's Channel from 
Liverpool, the moft profperous iea«»port town on 
the weftern co^ of England, the firft land we 
made was Houtfa Heath, a point of land about 
eightmiles eaitof Dublin, forming the north point 
of its bay, which is about three or four miles wide, 
aud fix or feven deep* The bar of this harbour 
is very incommodious; but the entrance into the 
harbour, being at leaft eight miles from Dublin 
city, is; extremely beautiful and pi^urefque, diver- 
fified with hills and promontories on either hand, 
exhibiting a very fpacious amphitheatre, bounded 
fay a high fliore, and filid to be exceeded in gran* 
deur by none, except the bay of Naples, to whofe 
fiiperiority of view. Mount Vefiivius does, not a 
little contribii te« The country all round is fprink- 
Jed with white villas. From the entrance, the 
light-h^ufeon the fouth fide of the harbour appears 
to great advantage. At a little diftance from it i» 
Iriih town (two miles, diftant from DuUin) Ip 

which 
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ivhich place the dyke from that city reaches; and 
Xvhicb, when carried on to the extent propofed, will 
confidcrablyincreafe the quantity of marfh ground 
already retrieved from the bay, at the bottom of 
^ich the rircr Liffy difchargcs itfclf. 

The city of Dublin is not fetn to advantage 
from the water 5 yet the landfcapc upon the whole 
is bighlf rich and beautiful, being Kor boned in 
ibme places by moamains, exa^tiy conical, caO^ 
the Sugar'^Ioaf hUIs. I am perfuadcd there are 
yiany who would not regret a journey tbtcher for 
this lingle prpfped, to render which complete, a 
number of ctrcumftanc^arenecefiary, but wliich 
can feldom concur, fuch as the feafon of the year, 
the lime of the dayv and the clearhefs of the at* 
mofpheNf when you enter the bay; 

The magnitudeof the city of Ehxblin i$ omch 
greater than in genera) imagined, being nearer a 
fouttji than a fifth of liiat of London. If you view 
it. from any of the towers, it faemsmone; but 
irom w«ilking the ftreets, you woulifiappofc it^ 
M^'left.. -In- 1754, there wefe 12,(57 houfes in 
^)s cityj but in 1766, they were encreafeid to 
r3,i94) ahd are nowfurther augmented t^ i3sS<><S 
Wbi(^i> rrKfeed is far ihort of one fourch of the 
number df houfes in London ) yet .there h not (b 
great a ditpfoportionia the number of inhabitants, 

Who 
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liehe arc fuppofcd, at a moderate compiitaffon, Id 
amount to r6.0jOoo. It is ncarty circular, about 
eight mHes in circumference. Wc fee rt to great 
advantage from any of its ffccplcs, die blue flatc 
having a very good effed. 

The beft view is fratn the Phoenix Pkrk, (the 
Hyde Park of DabKn) but much more t^ttehfire 
than ours, and would be exquifitely beautiful rf 
drefled and planted $ bat except foine thorns and 
the dumps of elms planted by the late Lord Chef- 
leiUcld when he was Lord Lieutenant, there are 
very few trees upon it* In one part qf riris park 
his Lordihip raifed a handfome column of free- 
ftone, fluted) with a phoenix on the tqp, iflbing 
out of a flame; it has an infcription on the bafe, 
importing that he embcllifhed the park at his own 
expence, for the recreation of the citizens of 
bubliti ; and his name is ftill held in veneration 
amoi\g them* Iri this park there is a fort. 

The greateft part of Dublin, is very indifFeren^ 
hut the new ftreets are as elegant as the modern 
ftrtets of Weftminfter. Lately has been added 
to it an elegant fquare^ called Merryon*s fquarC) 
built in a fuperb ftilc* Near that is the fquarc 
called St. Stephen's Green, each fide b^ing near a 
quarter of a mile^ probably the largeft in Europe^ 
round whkh is a graved walk of near a mile, where 

gented 
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genteel company walk in the evenings, and on Sun^ 
days after two o'clock. This fquare has fome 
grand houfes, and is in general well ^uilt ; and al- 
though there is a great inequality in the houfes, yet 
this in fome refpe£^ adds to its beauty. In the 
midft of it is an equeftrian ftatue of George 11. in 
brafS) erected in 1758. The fituatioh is chearful^ 
and the buildings around it multiply very &ft. A 
new fquare has lately been begun, called Palatine 
fquare, near the barracks, a regular fine range of 
buildings, which, when completed, will coniider* 
ably add to die growing improvements of this 
city. 

The quays of Dublin arc its principal beauty. 
They lie on each fide the river Lifiy, which it 
banked and walled in the whole length of the city j 
and at the breadth of a wide ftreet from the river 
on each fide, the houfes are built fronting each 
other^ which has a good effect. This embank- 
ment, when paved, will be fuperior to any part of 
London. 

The LiSy runs for about two miles almoft in a 
flraight line through the city. It has five bridges 
over it; of which Eflex bridge is the moft worthy 
of notice. It confifts of five arches of ftone. 
The chord of the middle o»e is forty-eight feet. 
It was begun in 1753, finiflied in about a year 

and 
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tiii i half, and coft 20,000 guineas. It has raired 
foot-paths, alcoves^ and l>atuftrade$ like Weft- 
mijifter-bridg^, of a white ftone, coarfe but hard. 
It fronts C^)eUftreettothe north, and Parliament- 
^Sreet to the ibuth. The length is twp hundfecl 
and fifty feet, and the breadth much the fame ds 
that of Weftmrnfter. Queen's bridge was rebuilt 
in 1764, is exceedingly neat, and confifts of three 
ilcgint arches* The other bridges are not ^orth 
mentioning, as they are merely conveniences to 
fave the trouble of ferrying acrofs the river, znd 
defy every order of architedure. 

At the end of Eflex-bridge is the elegant new 
building of the Exchangei, whith does honour to 
tbt merchants who conduced it, the expence be«* 
ing inoftly defrayed by lotteries. Th^ whole is of 
white flone^ richly emb^iihed. with .femi*cW 
Imnns of the Corinthian order, a cupola, arid 
other ornaments, with a fiatueofiiis prefeiit^(a-«s 
jcfty George III: erefted in 1779. / • . 

Near this, on a little eminence, is (dtuited tfab 
cafile, therefldenqeof theLordllrkufenant, w&tdi 
coniifts of two large courts, call^ the upper and 
lowTer caftle-yard I in the latter oC which areth*? 
Treafuty, and fome other public; offices. Thougii: 
there is little grandeur in the butward jtppearaiCkGd^ 
(Neither, yet) upon the whole, tins cafile is &r 

Vol. II. . C fupecior 
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fufJta-ior tO die fwilaceof St. James's, ts Well in the 
ext^/i^r^va^th^ fits and the eleganceof the apitrt^r 
fft^BJUsiwltllia. 

j.Here sre two cathedral^, eighteen parifli 
t^iii|^ehe^^, .be(i<le» feVeml ^ehap^ls ijid titeettng*- 
h^ufes. Neither «f due cathedrals are remarkable 
Wa iheif: .«r€hke£lure \ and as to the ^riflu 
ehtftt^heS) except onthe.front of throe or fbar of 
^ir.ileeplea, external eiA&ellifhcnentt havis been 
iiltle ibidied. , All that feems to have been, attend;* 
^d lo was neatn^fe and conreniendci wkhin ; but 
tbey are generally deftitute. of ^vory nqnamental 
d^i^r^aion* In die cathedrals pckf^ dan be 
^9 wbafiever of :iie monumiental kind ismwtbjr 
<^f4>bienfatbn.- * •■ 

i; Frotn the general badnefs of the^ftrtets of Dub«- 
liiii -^hickney cohches are more freqiflftit in pros* 
portion than in .Lbpdon, and fed^i chairs aiG 
•very; where as common as about 8t* Jame^^s. 

In the year 1^4:9, it was cc^pOlted^ that in the. 
esfy ismd Kbdrties there were t^o tboi»fend ale- 
fabdfes^.diive^uadlredtaveFnst andtweitethonfimd 
Kiandy-rfhops. At prefem, in this extenfite f4af^ 
there ve but fevM ^ eight cofFeK^hoiifes^ ted they 
ate retorted to for ie^ %fA coffee on}y^ • not tike 
iosdk in Lpiiilon, where diimttrs and fuppers xsaiAA 
aitefy cosiVv%nimt addition \ nor are there abow? 

half 
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halftdoKeachop-hou&s; fuch accommodations, 
l>eing novel in Dublin. 

It is very extraordinary, that in this large and 
populous city, there Ibould be fuch an almoift total 
want of good inns for the entertainment of ft rang- 
ers aod travellers. This defed obligbs every body^ 
who is acqaadnted with the place, to get into pri- 
vate lodgings as foon as he arrives, or to ufe the 
hotels lately fet tip ; fomc of which are elegant. 

Diiringvmy ftay herje, I was frequent\yprefentcd 

with the pidurf of a late Tourift, at the bottdm 

of die chamber- vefiels, with his mouth and eyes 

cfen, ready to receive the libation; and onenquiry 

found, that even the utenfil now is more frequently 

called by the name of a Twifs than any other, in 

contefi^>t of the illiberal refle£lions of that gentle- 

noan, ^o was fo hofpitably received here ; In* 

deed, hofpitaUty holds its refidence here i for it is 

cuftomary for almoft every gentleman, who dines 

with your friend^ to aflc you for a day ; nay, they 

wiU fimietimes invite the whole company to be of 

your party* This focial cuftom is ftill very 

prevaleat^ Uiough not fq much, I am told, as it 

hasbeea« 

With rcfpeSt to^lrinking, I have been happily 
^iappointed. The bottle is circulated freely but 
not to the excefs we have heard it was, and I of 
toiirfe dreaded tofind. Common fenfe isrefuming 

C a her 
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"her emfSire. T*he prafticc of crammirtg guefts is 
already exploded, and that of gorging them is dai-* 
ly lofing ground. Wherever I have yet been, I 
was always defireti to do juft as I would chule ; 
nay, I have4>een at fome tabled where the prao 
trice of drinking healths at dinner was entirely laid 
aftde* L^t <he cuftom originate whence it may^ 
it is now-unneCeflary ; in many cafes it is unlea«- 
fonable, andin all fuperfluouStf 

The tables of the firft fafhion arc covered juft 
as in London ; I can fcarcely fee any diilerence, 
anlefsitbe that there is more variety iiere. Well 
bred ^opleofdiilerent countries approach imicii 
nearer to each other in their manners, ^an thofe 
^who have not feen the world* This is vifible ivt 
tiie Jiving of the merchants of London and Dub-' 
lin. With thefe you never fee a ftinted dinner at 
two o'clock, with a glafs of port after it; but you 
find a table, not only plentifully, but luxurioufly 
fpread, with choice wines, both at dinner and 
after it; and, which gives the faig^eft zeftto die 
entertainment, your hofl receives you with fuch 
an jappearance of liberality and indeed urbanity, 
as is very pleafmg. Here they betray no atteii-^ 
tion to the counter, difcover no fombrous gloom 
of computation, but dffplay an' open franknefir 
and focial vivacity of fpirit. 

If 
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If you prefer the men of this country for their 
faofpttality, and the women for their beauty, you 
are likely to live well with them. 

Id general, the outfkirts^of Dublin conCft ehiefly 
of huts, or cabinsy conftru£led of mud dried, and 
moftly without either chimney or window j and in 
[thefe mifcrable kind' of dwellings, far the greater 
part of the inhabitants of Ireland linger out a 
wretched exiftence. A fmall piece of ground le 
generally annexed to each,, wbofe chief produce is 
potatoes ;. and onthefe roots and milkthecommoa 
hUh fubfifl aU the year ipund, without tailing ei^ 
ther bread or meat, except perhaps at Chriftmas 
once or twice. What little the men can earn by 
their labour^ or the women by their fpinning, is^ 
generafly cdnfumeJin whifky, a fpirituous liquor' 
refembling Geneva. Shoes and ftockings are fel^ 
dom worn by thefe beings^ who (eem to form a 
difierdut race from the j^eft of mankind. Their 
poverty is. far greater than that of the Spaniih , 
Portugue(e,.or even die Scotch Peafimts, notwith* 
ftanding whiofa,^. they wear die appearance of 
conceou 

Th^ indigence of the middlingclafs of people i» 
viUble even in Dublin; yet from the moft atten- 
tive aiid minute enq^iries, I an» confident that the 

produce of this kingdom, either of corn or catde is 
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not above two thirds, at moft, of what by good 
•cultivatron it might yield 5 notwithftariding which, 
the landed gentlemen, I believe, make as much, 
^r more of their eftaties, than any in the three 
kingdoms, while the lands, for equal goodnefs, 
|>rodiicc the leaft. The confequences of this, with 
refpefl: to the different clafles are obvious; — ^the 
landlords firft get all that ismrade of the land, andthe 
tenants, for their labour, get poverty and potatoes. 
The roads in Ireland are generally good enough 
for riding, but by no means equal to th^ Englilk 
nyads for a carriage ; and though the inn^ are very 
fer from making the appearance of thofe in Eng- 
land, y^t die Englifh traveller will univerfotly, al- 
me&y meet with civil ufage, good provifitms, anrfj 
foT Wmfclf, clean Ascent lodging 5 but ati Engltfc 
htorie, cotild be fpcafc as well as Bahcam'*^ vehicle, 
would curifc the country, whofe hay and Httef art 
worfe than can be conceived, indeed, their oats 
/or themoft part aretolefaWy good, excepting two 
Of three coutrtrics in the Eaft of Lcinfter, and tmt 
«• two.in Ulfler. Ahnoft all the-ftrarw produced 
>in the country is put upon their houfes and cabins. 
The furniture of the faddle-horfes dfo, fuch as fad- 
die, !bridle, fttrrups, and crupper, are frequently 
made all of ftraw« Sometimos the bridle and ftir- 
)rups are of cord. 

The 
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TRc high roadls throughout the fouthetn' an3 
wcftern parts afo lined" with beggars, who live in 
huts ©r «rbins, of fuch fliocking materials aiitf 
cenftrufKon, that in hundreds of thcm^you mayiee 
thejmoak sfcfeending through almoft every inch of 
their de&ncckft covering, for fcarce one in twenty 
rfthem has any window or chimney; andthrough 
tfa(rfe<:hafms, of courfc, the rainmuft make its way 
to drip upon the half-naked, (hivering, and almoft 
hal£-ftarv9^ iohabitanls wkhiji. Notvrithilanding 
their ill appearance, a traveller is frequently pre- 
fented with boards'at the fide of the cabin door, 
with ^* dry lodgings mmI tohacco;" fdmetimes 
0ji]y u good dry lodgings," or " lodgings and 
fnufF." As a fymbol where milk is fold, they 
hang out a white rag on a ftick. Indeed thefe 
buts fpoil the figure and appearance of the much 
greater number of even their lai^eft towns in the 
whole kingdom, wbofe entrances are generally 
dirty, with loftg ftrings of thefe defpicable hovels, 
with which moft of them are prefaced. Into the 
ifihMnd towns especially, you are generally introdu-- 
ced through a line of fifty or an hundred of thefe 
habitations of .poverty and oppreflion on either 
hand. Even Ac metropolis itfelf-is not without* 
this dr^racefttl deformity, which exhibits* the pe- " 
Auryand wrctchcdncfs of the'tcnants> aixl the 
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nean ipiritednefs of the landlords, Who, too ge- 
nerally for their own, or the reputation of their 
country, impofe the building houfes on their lands, 
upon a fet of people, lyhofe abilities will not en- 
able them to build with materials fogood as thofe 
pf a fwallow's neft; and to the infamy orthe pro- 
prietors may it be (aid, that moftof thefarm-houfes 
in Ireland are conftrudted in this miferable man«^ 
r>cr. 

Tour trough Ir£1and. 



SECT. LXII. 

••' '' • • r 

OF THE COMPARATIVE, MERIT OF TUB 
FRENCH AND ENGLISH. 

" A FRENCHMAN,*: fays the Earl of Chef, 
teriield, " who, with a fund of learning, virtue^ 
and^ood fenfe, has the manners and good-breeding 
of his country, is the perfe(^ion of human nature." 
t am not an enemy to the French $ but I do not 
think' this aflertion true. In my opinion, the fol- 
lowing would have been jufter : ^ An £ngliih« 

man. 
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titan) who joins manners and good-breeding to the 
folidity^ energy, and grcatnefs of mind wliich cba^ 
ra&erife his country, is the perfection of huitiaa 
nature/' I do not mean to compliment. But 
fentiments and aftions are upon a more elevated 
fcale here than they can be found in any other na- 
tion in the world. There are no eJSe£is without 
caufesv and the cau(bs of this are very obvious^ 
We pafs our youth with the Greeks and Romans. 
Their great examples expand our fouls ; the bright « 
jiefs of their a£^ions, and the fplendour of their 
principles, kindle the moft noble paffions in our 
minds ; and, when we come to be men, the na- 
ture of our government feeds this flame, and we 
glow with a certain internal ardour, which occa- 
fionally breaks out into action, and,which isneid^cx 
known nor comprehended but in the dominions of 
Britain. 

I do juftice here to my country ; and^ my (bul 
feels happy, that I an) able to give her, witfe truth, 
^ fuperiority over the univerfe in genius, nnd'mag- 
naninUty. But if from this I (hall be underftooj 
to think meanly of the French, becaufe they are 
the rivals and enemies of this nation, it would in- 
deed be to mifinterpret me much. Though I do 
not think fliat people egual to this in greatmfsj I 
think them a vcry^rcat people. And if die Eng- 

C 5 Ufli 
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glifli are fuperior to the French in all the more 
elevated qualities which dignify and ennoble hu- 
manity; fo the Frcmch furpafs the Englifh in all 
the hiilder and gentler virtues, which grace and 
adorn it. 

In England^ the French have few friends. But 
they have one; and that orte am 1. They could 
not, I acknowledge, have a feebler advocate ; > but 
while I have a-tonguc to fpeak, or a pen to wrttCf 
wherever I go PU do thefn juftice. 

Let every man who knows that nation fpeak of 
It as he found it. If he lived in their intimacy 
for years (as X ^^^) and if he found them ill-iia- 
tured, ill-mannered, treacherous, and cowardly, let 
jhim fpeak his mind. I quarrel with no man who 
judges for himfelf^ and who fpeaks the truth. But 
let the indulgence I jgrant be granted to me again j 
and let me be permitted to tell the world, that how- 
ever othermcn may have found them, I found them 
good-humoured, good-natured, brave, pollibedy 
frank, and friendly, 

«( Tikcy were my fnenis, ^itfifdl nd j^ft to me ; ' 

<«< Il«tbr4ituifayitheya^ perfidious I 

u Aa4 Brutus is an hoaoiMabie man. 

*i I fpea^k not to dirprove what Brutus fpoke % 

«' But here I am to fpeak yrktx I do know.** 

I found 
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I found tfacm all animated with adefireto ptcaie, 
and alwajTS ready to do me eveiy fcrvice in their 
power. I owe them a thoufeid obligations. I 
liad faults ; they correfled them. I wanted Icnow- 
tedge ; they infcnmed me. I Was rough ; they 
feftcnedme. Iwasfidt; theyvifitedme. Iwas 
vain; they flattered me. I had need of counfel; 
Acy gave me the beft advice. Every man ha« ' 
need df agreeable company, and every man may 
be fare to find it irt France. 

I could be hv\1k in praifeof this nation ; but P 
atn forry to fay, that too many peojde here have 
prejudices agalnft them, as ridiculous as they arc 
ill-founded* They dcfpife the Frencfi is' if they 
were beings without either fenfeot ftntfimeiit ;' 
though their writings and aftions Ihew they are- 
fiifl of both. Becaufe two ftates have different in-- 
terefts, is that a rtafon that every individual bd^* > 
longing tothofe ftates fliould promote, to the ixU 
moft of his abilities, the intereft and glory of the' 
country to which he belongs? If certainly is. A^i 
Aerefore, every Frenthman hasthefamemeritin 
labouring with A\ his might for the' defthiflibn of 
the Britilh fleet,- that every Engllftiman has in ex* 
erting all his powers to annihilate the navy of 
France. If a Waft of my breath could fend all the 
fliips fte has to the bottom of thefca — ^puff— they 

C 6 v;ere 



werefiink before jpou could fin|0i this period. But 
is it a reafan I fhduld hate* or aerpife the French^ 
becaufe I am naturally aiid jieceiladly the enemy 
of France? 

The beft way I think to judge this matter is, to 
take two ot^itv rival nations ; Auftria and ^ruiHa ; 
Athens and Sparta. Here you are difpaffionate ^ 
your judgment will be juft. Do you thii^ it the 
duty of a liberal-minded Pruifian todeipife an Au-* 
ftrian ? Or, fhould a well-born Athenian deteft a 
Lacedaemonian, becaufe he is equally animated by 
the fame noble llamethat warms himfelf— the love 
pf his country? The nation which is able to rival 
another^ proves herfelf worthy the admiration of 
that nation, even by her rivalry ; and had I no 
othei; reafon to confider the French as agreat peo->^ 
pie, befide their being able to contend with Eng- 
land, that proof for me would be fufficient. 

But the French are perfidious in politics. I deny 
that they canhe perfidious with theEnglifli. They 
may be treacherous, lor aught I know, with the 
Auftrians and the Spaniards. There they profe{s 
friendihip. They ^e of the lame religion, &•• 
quently intermarry, and have frequent alliances*.. 
With England France has no cohne£lion» She 
m^y over reach her in politics, but Whenever 
Nc^^n deceiveherby perfidy; becaufeiEe isheruni«» 

form 



C 6i } 

form enemy. There is not an infant that <foe9 
not know, that France ever was, and ever will be, 
the enemy of England. The making a peace is 
not making a friendfliip ; and the French will not 
be more the friends of England when this peace 
is made^ than they were five years before the war 
began, or than they are now. The rivalry be- 
tween the two nations will laft while the nations 
laft. They are littora littoriius tontrarioj oppofite 
m every thing. It is the duty of France to depreis 
England as much as fh^ can. It is the duty of 
England to keep down France as much as is in 
htr power* It. is the duty of both to do juftice to 
Ae other. This juftice the French do render the 
Engliih. ' I am forry I cannot fay the Engliih do 
'the fame by them. Every claifs of men in Fr^cd 
praife the people of this country: fome the folidi* 
ty of their underftanding, and the extent of Atit 
genius ; others the energy and vigour of dieir cha- 
rader; jnany their magnanimity and benevo- 
lence; and all, theii^ courage and goo<l faith* 
While her e b ut I blu(b for numbers, and am 
afliamed to finifti my period* 

SHnttocK* 
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S S C T. LXiXt. 

CHAttAttER OF THE I^ItEWCH tADIfcd, COM* 
l>AltEt> WITH THAI* OF THE tMOEIIH. 

WOMEN are a fubjeil upon which lb mi^h 
has been faid and written by ib many men of abi- 
lities, that it is not eafy to imagine a new Ught, in 
which they have not been already placed. But^ 
talking of a nation^ if one did not fay fomething 
■about fo confiderable a part of it, the fufoje^ muH 
appear mutilated and imperfefi« 

As brevity is the foul of wit^ IJhaUleirief\ and 
I (hall only toucli on the principal points in which 
the women of France differ from thofe of other 
countries. 

When a French lady comes Into a room, the 
firft thing that ftrikes you i% thatihe waits better^ 
holds herfelf better, has herliead and feet better 
defied, her clothes better fancied, and better put 
on, than any woman you have ever feen. 

When fhc talks, (he is the part of pleafing per- 
fonified» Her eyes, her lips, her words, her gef- 
tureS) are aH prepo£e2ing. Her language Is the 

language 
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lai^u^ge of amiablenefs ; her accents are the ac* 
cents of grace. She embelliflies a trifle ; (heia-^ 
terefts upon a nothing ; ihe foftens a contradiction ; 
file takes off the infipidnefs of a cbmpHtnent, by 
turning it elegantly j and when ihe has amind, 
ihe ihafpens and poliihes the point of an epigram 
better than all the women in the ;World. 

Her eyes (j^arkle with fpirit > the mofl deliglitful 
fallies flafh from her fancy; in telling a {lory fhe 
is inimitable ; the motions of her body, and the 
accents of her tongue, are equally genteel and 
eafy j an equal flow of foftened fprightlinefs keeps 
her conftantJy good-humoured and chearful ; and 
the only objefts of her life are to picafe, and to 
be pleafed. 

Iler vi vacity mzy fometimet approach to fdly ; 
but perhaps iris not in her moments of folly ihe is 
leaft ijiterefting and agreeable. JETngllfli womea 
have many points of fuperiority over the French ; 
ti>e French are fuperior to them in many others. 
1 have mentioned fome of thofe points in otheK 
places. Here I fliall only fay, there is a particular 
idea in which no woman in the world can com- 
|nre with a Fifench-womanj it is in the power ol^ 
irttelie^ual irritation. She will draw wit out of a 
fool. She ftrikes with fuch adtir^fs the cords of 
lelf^ove, tliat £he gives unexpe^ed Vigour and agi- 
lity 
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Pity to iancy ; and ele^ifies a body .that appeared 
non-cledric* 

I have mentioned here the women of England; 
&nd I have done wrong. I did not intend it when 
1 be^an the letter. They came into my mind as 
the only women in the world worthy of being com-^ 
pared with thofe of France. To fettle thcrefpcfc- 
tive claims of the fiiir fex in thefe two countries, 
requires an abler pen than mine. I fhalj not dare 
to examine it even in a (ingle point; nor prefume 
to deteriTiine whether, in the important article of 
beauty, form isnd colour are to be preferred to c^ao 
prti&on and grace; or whether grace and expref-^ 
fion acre to be donfidered as preferable to com- 
plexion and (hape. I i^all not examine whether 
&e piquant of France 19 to be thought fuperior to 
flur touchant of England; or whedier deep fend- 
bility deferves to be preferred to animation and wit. 
So important a fubje<^ requires a volume. I (hall 
only venture to give a trait. If a^oddefs could be 
fMppofed to be formed, compounded of Juno and 
Minerva, that goddefs would be the emblem of this 
Country. Venus, as (he is, with all her amkble- 
neftes and imperfeftions, may ftand,jijftly enough, 
for an emblem of French women. J have decide^' 
the queftion without intending it; for Ihave given 
the preference to the women of Engla^id. 

One 
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Oocpoiflt I ju^ forgotten } anclitisamatefiy 
mie. It is not to be difputed on^ for Mat I lun 
gcuig to write is the opinion and ientimentof the 
univerfe. Tbe Engltfh women are the beft wives 

under heaven and (bame Jie on the men who 

^lake them bad hufbands. 
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SEC T. LXIV* 



OF MONTEJSM^Il IN THE SOUTH OF FRANCE* 

A. 1>. 1775. ^ 

\ MONTPELIER is a delightful place of refi^ 
dence. I ftaid there four days^ and left it with ex- 
ceffive regret., The town itfelf is by no m#ans 
beautiful, the ftreets being almoft all narrow^ 
winding, and badly laid out^ but nature feems to 
have chofen the hilts- on which it ilands^ to enrich 
with her choiceft favours^ The afcent is eafy 
and gradual on every fide; and the ftates of Lan« 
guedoc have ornamented the fummit of it at a 
vaft expenct) in a manner where talfte and mag- 
nificence are equally blended. 

The 
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- The '^cfpeSt from Ais happy fyetl cainot dc- 
fcnbe, though I ftudied it every day with an emhu- 
IM93c jpteaiiire. Raphael** pencil, or that of Lor* 
raine, might paint it, but not even Shalcelpcar*s 
^wcrs of dcTcriptfOtt coufd do juftice to its beau- 
ties. The im^s of Languedbc, toveretfwithoKvey, 
t>r laid ootm vineyards, are finely cbntrafted with 
Tilde rocks to the north, and melt away into the 
fea of the fouth, Tbougfi maU:ihsts almoft flrip« 
ped the trees of their verdure, there id nothing me- 
lancholy or defart which prefents itfelf to the eye. 
A fky ferene and tmdouded, an invigorating fun, 
a keen and wholefome air fpread agaiety over No- 
li^iiiber kM*\ which here h neither ^accomp^iieS 
i<fth fogslor rain. Montpelier bas,notwithftanding, 
loff^ within thefe laft thirty years, that reputation 
far feliibrily whkh conduces morelothe Aipport of 
apla«e^ th^n any real adrantage^it'maypt^ftl 
«n4 die mimber of ftrangets who vifit it from mo- 
tives ^hesdthdiminiAcsanmtdly. SomrtrratierS 
ffiB Cftrried on from thenceby a fin alf river balled 
tiieLeS) wliich, empties- itfelf into ihe fea at the 
4iftftnce of a league; but the Mediterranean has 
been retiring thefe three centuries from the whole 
€oafti3fLanguedoc and Provence. Frejus, i«^ch 
ttJituatedbttfftcnTbulon and Antibi^ where th^ 
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lEmperor Auguttus laid up his galBes after the 
battle of ASitHii, is now become an inland city. 

The country from Montpelier to Nilmes, is a 
garden, level, and everywhere cultivated. Thfe 
peafants are juft beginning to gather olives, which 
are very numerous, and the trees arc planted with 
the fame regularity as our prchards in England^ 
I cannot but envy the inhabitants thisr genial cli- 
mate ajid thefe fertile plains, and am ready to ac-* 
cufe Nature -of partiality in the infinite difference 
which file has placed between the peafants of Lan- 
guedoc and of Sweden. In vain will you tell me 
that the Amor Ftttritr^ the attachment we natu- 
rally bear to that country where we were born, 
renders them equally happy, and extinguiflies aH 
other diftindions. I know the force of this prin- 
ciple; 1 feel and cultivate it with the greateft ar- 
dour-^ — -but it cannot blind me to the infinite 
fuperiority with which certain countries of the 
earth are endowed^ above otlier lefs favoured la- 
titudes and regions. - 

I pafled three days at Nifmes in the furvey oif 
tiiofe magnificent and beautiful remains of Ro*> 
man greatnefs which yet fubfift there. They have 
been defcribed a thoufand times, and it is not my 
intention to fatigue you with a repetition off 
tbenu The Amphitheatre,. and the '^maifon 

qwarrcf^". 
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':^iuuTee" are known throughoutevery kingdom of 
Europe. The iirft of thcle Jtnprefles the be* 
holder with the deepei^ veneration; the later ex- 
cites the nsoft elegant and refuied delight. Indig- 
nation againft the barbarians who could violate 
and defage thefe glorious monuments of antiqui tjr, 
will mix with, the fenfations of every fpcSator. 

One can fcarce believe that Charles Martel, 
from hatred to the Roman name, had the iavage 
fury to fill the corridones of the amphitheatre with- 
wood, to which hejfet fireVith an intents injure^ 
though it furpaHed his power to demx>lifh fo vaft 
an edifice* Yet notwithftanding theie attempts of 
the barbarous nations, notwithihmdijng the lapfe of 
ib jA^ny ages, and the eSetSls of time, itsappear* 
ance at prefent is the moft auguft and majef^if 
Which can be prefented to the mind, or to the 
fenfes. The prodigious circumference of the am- 
phitheatre, the folidity and ilrengtb of its con- 
ftru(^ion, the awful majefty of fo vaft a plk, half 
perfect, half in ruin, imprefs one with a tumult 
of fentiments which it is difficult to convey to 
you by any defcription. 

The^^maifonquarree,*' is in the moft cooiplete 
prefervation, and appears to me to be the moft 
perfeft peice of architefture in the world. The 
order is the Corinthian, and all the beauties of that 

elegant 
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el^aiit fiyle feem to be exhaufted in its conftnic- 
tion. This fuperb temple is now converted into a 
chapel dedicated to the Virgin, ornamented with 
gilding and other holy finery, fuiuble to fuch an 

akeratioH. 

Wraxalu 



SECT. LXV. 

eF THfi FERTILITY OF THE COUjrTRY B£« 
tWEEN BOURDEAUX AND AGEN. 

WHEN I 'left Bourdeaux I took the road to 
Agen, along the (buthern bank of the Garonne« 
Thecountrytiirough which I palled from Langon, 
where I crofled the Garonne, to the gates of that 
city, is fertile beyond any I have feen in Europe. 
The hills are all Covered with vineyards to the 
fummit, and the vallies fcarce require the induiby 
of the peafants to produce in plenty ni^atever 
is neceilary for their fubfiftence. The climate 
at this feafon is delicious ; and no marks of winter 
appMear in any of the pfodiidliions of nature. Cher-^ 
ry. drees, fig^, acacias, poplais, and elms, are in 
full verdure. In many places, where they border 
on the fide of the road, the vines have run up, and 
mixed their clufters among theboughs« This is 

truly 
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ttviy 'beautiful and ptdurei^Hf • Milton^ in Us 
divine flights of imagihatioii^ cDuId employ our 
firfrpar^eiits m nomore delightful occupation, even 
in Piradi&. 



.'« Or they led the vine 



M To wed her e)m { ihe round about him throws 
« Her marriageable arms ; and with her bri Aga 
« Her dower, th* adopted cluAers, to adorn 
« His barren leaves. 

In the midft of this charming country, in a 
plain, clofe to the Garonne, Hands the city of 
Agen. Behind it, to the north, rifes a very high 
hill, calfcd ^ Le Bocber de la belfe Vuc/* I 
went up to tte fummit, on which there is a cob* ' 
vent* The dsapel and foi^e of the adjoining cdls 
are hollowed out of the rock. ~ It is faid thatt tiiefe 
;^>artments are very ancient, and were made ma- 
ny centuries 7^ by hermits, who retired thither 
from motives of devotion and aufterity. The 
pTG^ftA is beautiful. .Beneath lies the city of 
Ajgen, and through the meadows which furroond 
it rolls the Garonne. 

One of the monks ibowed me die apartments of 
tfaetronvent; and^n the rece&s cf the rock he 
led me to a fpring which is never dry, and which 
he afHired me had been opened by miracle, at the 
interc»jBionoffoniehe}7Fecliifeinagespaftr Their 
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Meirefdft^ m^ hang with t^ortrsits ofithe Tfthie 
Dftonaftic heraes, aMAong which ws»8t. WtDiani^ 
duke of Aquitftlne i and tt the upper end, in gdden 
ktters) was writteis ^^ Silentium.^ 

Ag«n is a very mean txA i^ihgrtvAlk place; 
th^ houfes ftf e ill bttift, the ftreMs narrow, crooked, 
and diHf « i faiw ^Af ovt Imilding in it vi4iiehap- 
peixed to me delerving <if notice. It is a chaple 
bdonging to ft nunnery of Carmelite. The walla 
ire exquiSteli^ painted In ehimro ofcuro, and the 
^eption of the roof, which is ex^uted in tfie 
fiHne manner, is admirable. The high alt^r ia 
magmficent^ and adorned with a piece of paintings 
(be fubjed of which is very interefting. It is a 
aunr, finking under the tranfports of holy contem- 
plation. %e appears as if incapable of fuppofting 
the divine eflSilgente of her celeftial lover, with 
ejcs half cloied, aftd arms expanded. Above; de« 
fcends a radiant figure, widi looks of tenderne<s 
and pleafore, furrounxted with die glories of the 
ikies, too ftrong for mortal ftght. If it had not 
been a religious edifice, I fhould have fuppofed it 
to be the ftory of Jupiter and Semele, to which it < 
bdirs the moft apt refemblance* Near the piece 
is this inicripti^n: 

** Quid non conitur Amot ! 
« CcbIos in Terris adumbrai^p 

<(. Cafmeli Filiae tentaniiK, 
A Anao £iUtls 1775.** 
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Here one Cannot help being ftruck with the juf^' 
tice of a remark, which has often been made on 
^e intimate alliance between love and devotion*, 
when carried to an excefs. The fame enthufiafm, 
the fame melting language5 the fame overpower* 
ing delights, kre common to both pailtons. Love, 
fays Rouileau, in extreme, borrows the language 
of Devotion; and Devotion, in her flights, adopts 
the expreffions of attachment and fondnefs. 

We are ufed to apprehend the condition of a 
young woman who has taken the veil to be very 
miierable» Where convenience, or chagrin, or 
melancholy, are the motives to this a£l of felf^le* 
dication, I fully concur in that opinion; but there 
are women, I doubt not, who, in the gloom of a 
convent, -amid fhrines and crucifixes, are yet fu- 
premely happy* Married to a heavenly (poufe, 
and dedicated to the embraces of a fuperior and 
invifible being, Enthufiafm has ample room tp 
exert her powers, and raife her votary abdve the 
poor gratifications of earth. 

** To founds o^ heaveatf. harps ike 4ieiawafi 
*< AJid melts in viBon^of eternal d«y,** 

Wraxall^ 
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SECT, LXVI. 

AN ACCOT7NT OF THE DIFFERENT WATr 
THAT LEAD INTO ITALY. 

/ 

IF you enter Italy by the way of France, yo« 
will probably go to Lyon. From thence you 
have your choice, either to go by land through 
Savoy, and acrofs Mount Cenis ^o Turin ; or pafT* 
ing through Provence, to embaric at Antibes or 
Nice, for Geaoa or Leghorn. From S wiileriand 
you may pafs Mount S« Gotbard ; from the Va-« 
lais. Mount S« Bernard; and from Germany 
you may go through the Tyrol* Carriages 
can pals only by the 5rft and laft of thefe routes. 
In croffing Mount Ccnis they muft be taken to 
pieces ; but the whole road through the Tyrol is 
not merely pradifable, but even, excellent for a 
carriage. ♦ • . > 

From Lyon to Turin they reckon thirty-five 
pofts, ftx ty-four leagues, or one hundredand nine- 
ty-three Englifh miles : the time, fifty-fix hours. 
Tberoadpaffes through tlie Lyonnois^ Savoy, and 
Piedmont, by !Pont-Beauvoifin and Chamb^ry 
over Mount Cenis. 

Pont-Beauvoifm, which is fifteen leagues or nine 

VoL^ IL D pofts 
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polls from Lyon, is on the frontier ; a little river 
feparates it into t^a[mrts,^one tif ivhich belongs 
td France, and the other to Savoy: 

No fooner have you paficd the frontiers of 
France, than you perceive a change of country^ 
climate, and people. The mountains of Savoy 
aEfFord a new fcene. Woods, rocks, precipices,. 
\ cafcades and torrents, form views that charm an 
. eye fond of rude nature. Others find this journey 
dreary and difagreeable. The road, however, id 
(afe and good, and in many places eVen beauti^ 
ful. From Pont-BeauV^orfih you go to Chambery, 
which, though the capital of Savoy, affords no- 
thing worth feeing. The fituation indeed is fkie, 
in a widedeIightfuFvaiTey,where there is thegreat-* , 
eft variety of objetSls that a fine country and rnoun- 
tains can produce : but it is a poor dirty town $ 
the houfes dark, the ftreets narrow^ the convents 
and other pubHc buildings nnferable. The re- 
maiudjBr of the ducal palace is a caftle ; over the 
gate- way are the governor's lodgings, command- 
ing the town and ad}ac^nt country. During die 
carnival they have plays and maflced balls. 

If. inftead of taking the dire6i route you go 
by Geneva, you will find it nineteen pofts, or 
ninety-^five miles three farlongs from Lyonto that 
places the time twenty •one or twenty-two hours. 

From 
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From Geneva to Chambery it is fevert pofts, <rp 
forty.fix tniles and a half; and the time thirteen 
or fourteen hours. This therefore is fevert ty- two 
toiles out of the Way, and will takefixteen or kven- 
icen hours more in time. But if you have already 
feen Paris and Lyon, there is a road from Calais 
to Dijon, byS. Omer, Arras, Cambray, Liibn^ 
RheimSjChalonfurMarne, Joinville, and Langres, 
which is fixty-fixpofts, or three hundred and fifty- 
one Engliih miles; and from Dijon to Geneva, 
by Auxone, Dole, PoHgny, and fromMoreyacroft 
Mount Jura to Nyon, twenty-one pofts : the 
time of the whole route about eighty-one hoars. 
Whereas by Paris and Lyon, it will cofl you One 
hundred and two hours ; but during four or five 
months Mount Jura-is impracticable. 

From Geneva, jour befl way is to hire horfes 
to convey you to Chambery, there being very few 
horfes on the road till you come into the dird^ 
Way from France. It is feven pofb from Geneva 
to Chambery, and the voiturier will be at leafl 
twelve hours in going them, unlefs your carri^^ 
age is light. If you think this too much for one 
day^ you may fet out in the afternoon from Ge- 
neva, lay at Frangy, and arrive cafily at CKani- 
bery the next day,^tme enough to fee that placii, 

Montmeliani which i< only a pod and a half^ 

Da at 
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p^ nine miles from Cbambery, is alfo moft de* 
ligJitfuUy fituated at the head of three vallies. The 
inn is not in th.e town, but half a league on this 
iid€f of it, and the afccnt from it is very fteep. 
Having pafled the mountain, the road lies in a 
very narrow valley, which winds inceffantly. Xhe 
wine made about Montmelian is much efteemed. 
After this you meet with nothing but wretched 
towns and villages, and a country of terrible po- 
verty and filth. The honeft, plain, and thrifty 
Savoyards have, very little land to cultivate, and 
look extremely unhealthy. Aiguebelle lies in a 
bottom clofely furrounded by mountains. It is 
but a poor ftragglirig village. The water is clear, 
light, and fparkling. 

After you have pafled Aiguebelle, goitres or 
fwelled neclcs become frequent. St. Jean de Mai|- 
ricnne was formerly the refidence of the counts of 
j^his country. It is Istuated in the middle of the 
higheft Alps^ iii a valley tolerable wide. The roads 
are pretty good, except through the towns, where 
they are ill paved, and barely wide enough for a 
carriage to pafs. Indeed they arc in general nar« 
row,, which is no wonder, where there is fo little 
land to fpare. Frequently you find no mprethan 
room for this confined way between the fteep 
tnounuin and the torrent j and in fame places they 

are 
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ve obliged to hew it outof the rock itfelL When- 
ever the valley widens a little, you find a miferabk 
village; and fome of thefe, as if it were to fpare 
their ufeful land for cultivation, are placed in th^ 
very bed of the torrent, which occupies fo large a 
portion of all that is not barren rock. The read 
isalmoft a continued afcent and defccntby the fide 
clothe Arche, a over which rifes in Mount Iferau, 
and joins the Ifcre near Montmelian." As you 
advance, the mountains grow higher and more 
ftecp, till at length the road clofes in a narrow 
gorge, and a very long and heavy afcent to Lanne 
bourg, which is at the foot of Mount Cenis. 
There are about two hundred and twenty houfes 
in this village, and about one hundred porters 
on the Syndic's lifl-, who are employed in their 
turns. 

The inns on this road are very bad ; it is theres- 
fore advifeable, if you can bear the fatigue, to go 
through without flopping. You fhould by^all 
means have the whole day before you to crofe 
Mount Cenis,. that you may not be hurried in the 
double operation of taking your carrige to pieces^ 
and putting it together again; and^that you may 
have time in the evening to arrive at Suze ; ia 
which cafe the next day you will eafily reach Ty* 
rin to dinner. The whole paiTage of the. mouo* 

D 3 taia 
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-Hin from Lannebourg to Novalise may eafily bt 
AccompIi(hed in four or at mpft five hours, and 
has nothing terrible in it i at leafl from May to 
October. In a deep fnow, in a violent tempefl, 
and efpecially in a great thaw, there is certainly 
ibme danger ; at all other times there is nothing 
but the inconvenience of taking the carriage in 
pieces, to fend it over the mountain on mules ; 
ibut the people are fo adroit in this operation, and 
leftorfe it to its primitive flate {o eafily, that the 
whole rather furnifbes amufement than gives pdU 
to tlie traveller. 

Youhaveit in your option to pafsover on mules, 
or in ehmfts^-a^porteurs^ which is ruih«*bottpme^ 
elbow chairs, without legs. 7Vo men carry them 
-hy means of two poles, and they have a foot-board. 
Thefe feNows are very itrong and nimble, never 
miffing a ftcp, but treading firm in the rougheft 
ways with ti^e agility of goats. They relieve 
each odier at proper intervals. In defceuding, 
Aey fhow great dexterity in the frequent windings 
df the mountain.^ From fix to ten of thefe men 
are affigned to each perfon, in proportion to his 
£ze. Their pay is fifty fols of Savoy each^ that 
Is about two fhillings and feven-pence halfpenny. 
The pric9 of a mule to carry the baggage is the 
fame t c^ a mule to ride, forty fols, or two (hiU 

Unga 
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ita^aoA arprsnfijr. A muk is jmC AbCgeA ^ cai^ 
' iry above 35olb. fo that if ttw body of your caiv. 
jri4ge«xceed6 that wright,tbey may demand what 
ihty:ple^. Thene is alfi> one fcdanjdhair at Suze^ 
iriii«hfn2igr:e^9i»ilybe)wd by icndi0g notice be- 
dfir9>4$Md JtP the /Other M^ of the mountain ; and 
Jateljr:d)ey.ha5^.e .fupvidrd other covered chairs. 
Xhe.afcent is not bad» and is cafxly performed. in 
an hour and a half. At the top is a plain^ abaut 
j^eBiiksmJe»gtb^ it ts a fine tur^ And maybe 
gatlK^ped'oyer, .not ionly wHh perfeA fafety, bift 
mtb iiloafare. Tbece is a beautiful lake on this 
^kiUf witb:0)ic«llent trout in k. 

|l is often ic)s|te4> as a wooderfu}circiimftanc% 
:4itt tlvere fliould be a lake on the top of Mount 
Ceni39 but the truth is, that this plain is no more 
/duuB a very rbigb valley or , gorge of the mouxi*- 
"^n f and diough it be indeed the bigheft pait 
which travellers pafs over, yet there are lofty pike* 
:whicb rile at leaft three thou&nd feet above ie» 
Xbe lakff i$ fupplied from the fnow that melts on 
:lb^e9 and trickles through the> crevices. It gives 
M\(t to the river Dojts^ and therefore may be lookecl 
.iipoaas one of die iburces of the Fo. You ma; 
&9p at a public houfe by the ho^ital to re&efli> th# 
metci and having traverfed the plakvyou begin to 
4efi:end:inti^PiedmoAt» ThepcQfpe<^on.eachiide 

P + rf 
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of tan firs, larches, and chefnuts, of natural water- 
' falls and roaring mounts rivers, affords a va- 
riety at once ^wful and.(d'e^(ing. From the plain 
of S. Nicolas you have a view of a beautiful caf-^ 
cade$ and half way between the great cfofs and 
Novakze you pafs a wretched 'village, calkd La 
Ferriere. You will be two hours at leaftHn get- 
ting to Novaleze. The defcent is ft^ep, but oa 
where dangerous. 

Some adventurous people, who return from Itat]f 
t)y the way of Mount Cents in winter, when th^ 
mountain is covered with fnow, -Aide down Oft 
fledges • The defcent towards Lannebourg is very 
fieep, and it takes, almoft an hour to go doWn it> 
on account (if the nvahyturmngs and windings you 
are obliged to make-; but the whole fide of the 
mountain being thei>^covered with one folM fmoiotii 
cruft of inow, at the proper plac^^you itiay put 
yourfelf on a^ ffedge, with a guide on tile ifcre- part 
of it, who will condud it, and chaise d>e direou 
tion of it with his foot, whenever it is fiecefiary, 
and thus bring you to the bottom in tenor twelve 
minutes Very fafe ; or if the ffedge how and^theil 
oii^r turns, they fay \x, is without isiy bad o^oCtsu 
quince. This i3 called in French, ^' fe faifreiv*- 
maffer;" and the place wlj^nce you fet out,. *' les- 
ramafles." Novaleze is a poor place^ with an iiii- 
^^ different 
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different inn, where is the firft cuftom-boufe fof 
Piedmont ; and a ftranger muft take care not to 
have fnufF, or 2^y new foreign commodities. 

You will quit this place if you had not time to 
reach Suze the evening before^ by nine or ten in 
the morning, that you may have the day before 
you, and be fure to arrive at Turin before ten 
o*clock, after vtrhich hour the gates are not open-' 
ed. The*road to Suze is rough andbad^ with sk 
fteep afcent and defcent, and the town i% not con-< 
fiderable. You will pafs the formidable fortrefs of 
the Bmnetta, along a narrow gorge of the moun^r 
tain. This is the barp^icv of Italy,, and the Jccy of 
Piedmont* The fortifications are faid to be well 
worth feeing, but it is diiEcult to obtain theper- 
miition. At Sujte, in the gardens of the caftlc, i* 
a triumphal arch, eredqdin the time of AuguftuSt 

At Rivoli,. which is only two leagues fromTu-; 
yin, the King of Sardinia has a country houfej^ 
From hence to the capital is a handfome broad 
ftraightroad,bordered by double rows of fine elms*. 
There are fome wild and magnificent views be*» 
tween Mount Cenis and Turinj and themeadows 
yifomefeafons are equal in pointof verdure to any^ 
in England, They are watered by the Dora^ 
which defcends with vail impetuofity from the- 
Mps^ Tour THROUoa Italy. 
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SECT. LXVII. 
CHARACTER OF TH£ ITALIANS. A. D, 1776. 

MEDIOCRITY is rare here > every thing is 
in ei^treines. No where is fo fine muiic to be 
l^ard ; lio where (except at the opert of Paris) 
are the ears fo cruelly tortured. The eyes are 
charmed and tormented alternately by the moft 
fiiperb and moft deteftable pidure* and ftatues. 
No citizefis j an exceffive luxury ambngft indvi- 
4ual$ $ and the people m the moft abje£l mifery^ 

It is the fame with regard to reRgion ; you will 
fcc nothing but a blind fuperftition, or determined 
atheifts. fiut of all the extremes, the moftftriking 
ave tbofe wfiicl^ are obferved in the charaiQer of 
^he nation . Tihe Italian, in general^ is excecdlngl jf 
good, or wicked to a degree* Theoe are excellent 
hearts in this country i but like the great pidfairca, 
they arq fcarce. Men are born there with ftrong 
paffions, and rot receiving any education, it is not 
aftonifi^ing that diey often commit great crimes^ 
Under a cold exterior theycencealburninghearts ^ 
and their exterior is cold only t^ conceal dieir 
hearts* Love, jealoufy, and revenge ace their rul<« 
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ting^ psii^ns. As they think only of the fenfuaf 
part of Jove, an4 know wril the confUtutions of 
their women, and the wHes of their rivals, their 
jealouiy is sdwajrs awafce^ and their revenge is ioh- 
^acable. 

As to underftanding, it is nearly thefttne f imlv 
of talents form the kurgeclafe; there arre few fools; 
and middling men are very rare. ** Why then^ 
you will stik, dothefe men produce no Aing excel- 
lent ^*' Becaufe they have nngovemed imagina- 
fions, and no phylqfqphy^ and becaufe good taflr 
has not yet penetrated into their country. And 
why tHH not goctf lafte enterdd Italy ) Becaufe 
kaly has nekher a London nor a Paris, and h^ 
eaufe fte never had a Lewis the Fourteenth. 

Travellers are often miftaken in judgmg of thff 
ka{bn,efpe€ially the NeapoKtan^r X^^y ^^^^ ^^ 
hasRofenfe, becaufe he wants ideas, A man can 
have b«t Tew ideas when he* has never been out df 
his own eoviYtry^ and when he has nrad nothing ; 
but ermine the Neapisiitan «na)t the fubje^s with 
which he is acq[a^ntedy and you wMl fee whether 
he wants natundC capacity. He TeftmbTes the foil 
•f his own coufitfy* A fieU well titled in Naples 
produces the mo^ ]||ent]fiti <rops ^ ne^e£t^ It 
fields but hria^ anti (biflScs. It is the fame with 

D4 t{*e 
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^e genijis of the inhabitants;* cullivatedy it Is 
'^pahle of every thing) untiled, it. produces 
•o^y folly and vice. 

• 1 Sherlock^ - 
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^ SECT. Lxvlir. 



TWO CURIOUS REMARKS.. 

•* » 

I MADE t#Q oMervations in my (ravels ( .one 
^at the people of every couiitcy inaki;:fQm9thing: 
ivell ; the other, that «very nation has a pecuUar 
manner of ruining itfe1f« The £ngli(h ruin tbem-^ 
(elves by play; the French,, by women; the Irifb 
.by faoipitality; the Swifs,, by drinking; .and' the 
I Germans, by a^multittide of fervi^nts^ \ ^lould 
not. have faid everyyl ihouU hayq £M4(^^.ever]r. 
The Italians doa't ruin themfelves, becaufi: thiey 
are ruined already. However, individuals aqiong. 
them do ;^fonie Mifene^, for example, by eatings; 
ibme Vctntttan^ hygal^sintry^^ni gaming ^ foin« 
NeapoUtam, by equipages and embroidecy; .and 
feveral Rpmans, by every ipecie,$ of impurity. 
Neither do the Dutch ntin themfelves ; it is not^. 

however,^ 
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|i6wever, betaufe they are alf eadf xtitnod^ but ^e» 
caufe they arie too phlegmatic td ruin Ibemftlvei 
any way» Th< ftw who ^ deft rqy jhonfeltres, do 
it by avarice, by lending moneiy atexcttbitantin* 
tereft on bad fecurities.. .^ - 

There ar« Dutchmen too whoruin tbemfelves 
by fiov^rs* I dp not guaranty the truth. of thi$ 
anecdote, though J heard it from perfons. of vera? 
djty in Holiand. A man, whofe pafEon was for 
flowers, and who had an uncommon fine tuUp* 
root of a very particular kind,- heard that another 
florift had one as fine as his. He purchafed it 
from him for a fum of money fo large, I dare not 
mention it; and when he had got it into his pof--^ 
feffion, be broke it to pieces with his heel, faying, 
^ Now there is not in the world another tulip- 
root equal to mine.'* 

Every nation excells too in making fomething. 
The'French make gold and filver fluffs, and poli-' 
tical lies better thanafty people in the wbrld. The 
Italians make ices, maccaroni, and religious Uesto 
admiration. The Saxons make excellent porce* 
laine. The Dutch are famous formaking fea- 
landfcapes. The Fleniifhfor miaklng lace. And 
•theErigliih'— why the Englifh, I think, mak<? men 
and. women better than* any nation I know< * ' 

Thenft 
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- Theft^k a '^terrace of inen.»nd women to 
England dutn I have ever feen in ar^otlier coun'^ 
Cryv if any toe afks me why it is £>? I anfwcr^ 
I oaii*t teH^> If he afks me how I inaw that il 
18 M I anfwer^ by looking at liiem. Thei« 
4s alfi> a better race of dogs^ and borie» here thaa 
in anjrdther country i have feeni but there are 
too a great many garrons and curs. 
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THE R£AS0N$ WHY THE FR£KCH HAVI MORJT 

WIT AND B£TTSR SPIRITS THAH 

THE ENGLISH. 

SlKy %s a man to SwIft^I have a mind to ttt 
up for a Wit. Sir> (ays Swift^ I advife you to fit 
jdowa again* This was very good advice^ parti- 
cularly ki this country, where ths^ Ame authop 
las obierved, not oM man in ten thpufand has wi(«^ 
.Aimoft every body is witty i»Fr;HM;$u Why theft 
tiierC} and not here 2 The reaions asc purely phy^ 

ikal^. 
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fical s for ^ngltihmen ought to have twenty times 
inpre wit than Freochraen. 

Ideas are the flatter of which wit is made, and 
the Engliih have infinitely more ideas than the 
Fxencb. This arifes from their early education^ 
from their being a nofe reading people, &c« You 
iee this is a very ftrof^ reafon why die £ngli(k 
ought to be (uperlor to the French in this poinU 

But if ideas are the m^iterials, fancy is the in^ 
ftrument which operates on tbofe materials; and 
here comes in the (tqperionty of die French. Their 
luicies are livelier^ brightcg^ and quicker. 

The force of the imaginadon deptads a great 
deal on I0ie influence of the animal spirits $ itft 
brightnefs on therefinemen): of thole fpiritS) and 
its quicknefe on the celerity of their movement 
Now, in point of copioufneft of iptriis> the lEnf^ 
Itfb, I believe^ have the advantage of the French* 
A bull has more fpicits in him than an ape; but 
the ape's fpirtts are always in motion, and it is very 
difficult to move tbe boil's* T^s, yon fee, is a 
cafe in point; and John Bull,.] am perfiuded, ha» 
a greater quantity of l^irits than yacM Stage, But 
the Frenchman's fptrtts are moffe re&iedand quick- 
er in their motions than our$^ and tUsfor a numi^ 
jber of reaiens. I Audi here mention fetne of the 
principaL 

A Frendi»»^ 



f 88 } 

' A French man never taftes malt liqt(or,he eats 
no butter, and his bread is lig^t. The oiedt in 
France ts^ not neitr fo fat as it is here, and it is 
much better dre(&d« The fauces are poignant and' 
not greafy* He eats a great deal of foup and light 
vegetables* He drinks ia moderation as much 
ivine and water as .is necefiary to,diIute bis dinner^ 
and then he takes as much good wine, coffee, and 
liqumrsy as is neceilary to heat his ftomach, and 
quicken the circulation of his blood, and no more, 
y Add to this, the purene& of the air, and the light 
focicty of the moft amiable women in the worlds 
in which he pafles fo much of his time; dnd you 
will feerdafons enoi^h why his fpirits ^(hould \m 
quicker in their motion,, and more refined tliaii 
ours* i . • 4 

. I need not mention how oppoHte our malinef of 
living is; the«|uantities'of b)ood-»food¥ifeeat, the 
quantity of bad wine we drink,, the^ groffne^ of 
our atmofpherey nor mat^ other caufes that hinder 
the celerity of ouc fancies, and con&quently im- 
pede conOderably the vivacity of our wit* 

However, the £ngli(h da not think much of the 
fnperiority of.the French^ in* this article. Thejr 
pique themfelves on having better feafe and more 
learning than'their neighbours ; and they havemcM% 
fienfe and learning. The French allow this,.and it^ 
. . ' does- 
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does not give them any iineafine&. ThtymiiSb 
themfelyes on being wittier and more amiable than 
Ae Englifh. When a Frenchman has knowledge, 
and is grown a little fteady, his company is delight- 
ful; when an Englifhiban haf fancy and g6od 
manners, his fociety is enchanting. I always 
thought that thofe two nations, blended togetliief, 
would produce perfe^on in every thing* ' 

SH£RLOC«t 
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SECT. LXX. 



09 £DIN6U1(.GH. A. B. 1774* 



THE fituatton ofEdinbtir^ if probably as 
traordinary an one as can well be imagined for a 
metropolis* The immenfe hills, on which great 
part of it is built, though they make the views un- 
commonly magnificent^ not only in many places 
render it mipafiiMe for carriages, b ut very fatigui ng 
for walkings - Th^ prirtdpal or ^reat ftreet ruris 
abng the ridge of a very high hill, which, takin|r 
itt* rif^from tht palaQc of Holyrood houfe, afcends, 
aad not very gradually^ for the length of a mileand 
• ' a quartetj^ 



jH|^at»s in th^ cafUe. Qa pne fide, ^ ^ tj^<^ 
can it^^hy y4^u view the fea, the pprt of Leith,i|s^ 
^prbour im4 y^i«^HSve({^ls,0ie river of Fortti^the 
ii§me|i(e hil]sa|'Pun<],.rome<;>f wbichaf^peod.abpvie 
(fIgQIi .th|r c;^lle3 aM <>n the^^fi^ iide yoi^ loo|c 
.^jfSfr a «^h aa^ c\iltiv^t9<iciEN^n^try, ter«|ifiatedi!}r 
fthe dar^ abnipt, an4 barren hiUs «/ ttve liigb-^ 

The famous ftreet at Ll(Ie, la Rue Royale, tead-i 
ing to th^ port of Tourney, which is faid to be the 
fineft in Europe, is not to'be compared, either in 
length or breadth, to the High4)reet at Edinburgh ; 
and would they he^ at the esQ^o^c of removing 
fome buildings which obftru£l; the view, by being 
placed in the. middle of the ftreet^ nothing could be 
conceived more magnificent. Not content, how- 
.i^vef) with tbis, they fiUFer a wfel^Iy market to be 
heW> in which ft^lla are ereded.nearly the who^ 
length of it, and make a confufion al.mofi impol^ 
fihle to be conceived. All forts of iron and cqppcr 
ware are Qxpofed to fale } here likewife the heri> 
market is held, and the herb women, who a^re ia 
no country either the moft^peac^able or tl^nl'oft 
cleanly beings upon earthy thropy about the root^^. 
ftalks, &c. of the bad vegetables;, Co die gMt 
nuifaitqe of the paileo^ers. 

The 
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The &ylt of building here it much 
French. The hou&s, however^ in general arc 
higher^ as fome riie to twelve, and one in pardcu* 
Jar to thirteen ftories in heighth. But to the ffCHit 
of the ftreet nine or ten ftories is the common mm 
It is the back part of the edifice^ ivfaich, by bein|; 
built on the ilope of an hiU, finks to that amsoiog 
depth,To as to form the jd)orenumher* This mode 
of dwelling, though very proper for the tarbulent 
times to which it was adapted, has now loft its 
convenience. As they no longer ftand in needef 
defence from the caftle, they no more find the be- 
nefit of being crowded together fo near it. 'Th» 
common ftaircafe, which leads to the apartments 
of the different inhabitants, mtift always bedirt}i^ 
and is in general very dark and narrow* It has 
this advantage, however, that as they are all of 
ftone, they have little to apprehend from fire, 
iirtiich, in the ppinlon of fome, would more than 
4ompenfate for every other difadvantage. In ge« 
nejal, however, the higheft aryi loweft tenements 
are poflefied by the artificerSj^ while the gentry and 
•better fort of people dwell in fifth and fixth ftoriesu 
In London fuch an habitation woidd not be 
^Qied the moft ^legible, and many a man in fuch 
a fituadon would not bo forry to defcend a little 
tower. The ftyle of buiUIng h/srehsis given rifi^ 
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tf iiScTcnt ideas. Sonie years ago, a Scotch gen- 
tleman, who went to London for the firft time, 
took the uppermoft ftory of a lodging-houfe, and 
was very nmch furprifed to find what he thought 
Ac genteeleft place in the whole at the loweft 
price. His friends who came to fee htm, in vain 
acquainted him with the niiftake he had been guiU 
ty of : " He ken'd very weel," he faid, " what 
jgentiltty was, and when he had lived all his life 
inafixth ftory, he was not come to London to 
live upon the ground." 

From the right of the High-ftreet you pafs over 
• very long bridge to the New Town. Before 
this bridge was built, you had a very fteep hill to 
defcend and taafcend, which was found extremely 
inconvenient. A fubfcription therefore was enter- 
ed Into to build one ; ai^d a moft ftupendous work 
it is indeed. It is thrown over this immenfe val- 
ley ; and as no water runs under it, you have the 
vihoh effeQ. of its heighth. From it you have a 
fine view up and down the vale, and the profpe^b 
through the middlearch is inconceivably beautiful. 
.Not long ago a part of this bridge gave way, and 
many people, wha were upon it funk into the chafm^ 
and were buried in the ruins. Many others,. who 
were Uki: wife upoi^the bridge, faw the fate of their 
unfortunate companions^ without being able to aC- 

fift 
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fift them. Allwas terror and confternation* £ve» 
xj one fled from this fcene of death as faft as po|r« 
fible, expeding the bridge to fink under them at 
every ftep, and themfelves to be cruihed to pieces« 
When the bridge was cleared, and the general 
conilernation had a little fubflded, it was found 
tbat only a fmall part had given, way^ which the|[ 
are now repairing^ >nd making ftronger than ever« 
But fo great was the fear it occafioned amongflall 
ranks of people, that many of them look upon it 
with terror even to this day, and make it an ob« 
jeftion to refiding in the Ne^»t Town,, that they 
muft necefTarily pafs over it. 

The New Town has been built upon one uni* 
form plan, which is the only means of making a 
city beautiful. Great part of this plan as yet re- 
mains, to be executed, though they proceed as faft 
as th^ir fupplies of m«ney will allow them. The 
rent of the houfes in general amounts to. an hun- 
dred pounds per annum, or upwards, and are .moft 
of them let to the inhabitants by builders, who buy 
the ground, and make what advantage they c^n of 
it. The greateft part of the New Town is bullt 
after the manner of the Englifli, and the houfe? 
are what they call here " houfes to themfelves/' 
Though this mode of living, one would imaging, 
w much preferable to the former^ yet fuch is the 

force 



t 9f 3 

ISrcc 6f prejudice, that there are many t)COple who 
]preier a Ittde dark confined tenement on a Cxth 
itoryy to the convenience of a whole houfe. One 
old lady fancies fhe fhould be)ofl if (he was to get 
into fuch ah habitation, another, that flie fhould 
be blown away in going over the new bridge *, 
And a third lives in the old flyle, becaufe fhe i$ 
{lire that thefe new fafliions can cometo^Snac 
jgude/' But different as thefe ^ntiments are in 
l'e|;ard to living, (hey are not more different dian 
the buildings themfelves. In no town that I ever 
fawxan fach a contrail be found betwixt the mo* 
dern and antient architeAure, or any thing that 
better merits the obfervation of a ilrangef • 

Tlic pavement of the whole town is excellent. 
The granite, which long fupptied London, till Jer- 
ley and Guernfcy robbed them of thofe advantages, 
is dug from the hills clofe to the town, and brought 
at very fmall expence* Mattland, in his hiftory of 
tills town, cails it ^ grey marble (" but without 
difputing about the propriety of tiie name^ everjf 
one mud aQow it the very befl flone poffible for 
the purpofb. They fintfh it with an exaAneft 
which the London workmen are indiflercntabout^ 
and which indeed London wpuld not admit of| 
from the number of weighty carriages that contt«* 
nually go over it% 

^rom 
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Ftom the left of the High-ftrcct ycfu pafs Stmti 
by a number of different allies, or as they cSill them* 
here, wynds and cloffes, to the different parts of 
the old town; They are many of them fo very 
f^ep, that it requires great attention to the feci t6 
prevent falling; but fo well accuftomed ai'e the* 
Scotch to that pofition of body required in de« 
fcending thefe declivities, that Lhave feen a Scotch 
girl run dov^n tfaem with great fwiftncfs in pat- 
tens. 

Tliis town has long been reproached with many 
uncleanly cuftoms. A gentleman^ who lately 
publi(hed his travels through Spain^ fays, ** that 
Madrid) fome years ago, might have vied with 
Edinburgh in iilthincfs." It may probably be fome 
pleafure to this author, and to thofe who rcadliim, 
to learn that bis remarks are now very erroneous, 

£ut if a Granger maybe allowed to complain, 
it wouM be, that in theft wynds, which are 
Very numerous,' the dirt is fometimes fufiered to, 
remain two or three days without removal, and 
becomes offenfive to mon fenles than one« The 
nagiftrates by impofing fines and other puni(h« 
meats, have long put a ftop to the throwing any 
thing from the windows into the open ftreet. But 
as thefe alleys are unlighted, narrow, and removed 
from public tiew, tbe^ftiU contiaue thefe practices 
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Xffitii impunity. Many an elegant fuit of clothes , 
has been fpoiled ; many a powdered well-drefled 
inaccaroni fent home for the evening ; and to con- 
clude this 4)eriod in Dr. Johnfon's own fimple 
words, " Many a fulUflowing periwig moiftened 
into flacidity.'' 

Such particulars, however, asthefe, fcarce merit 
obfervation. They are circumftances refulting 
from the peculiar tnconveniency of the buildings, 
and not from the natural difpofition of the Scotch, 
who love cleanllnefs, and practice it. They la- 
ipent the impropriety of thefe cuftoms, and join 
in the laugh at the accidents they occafion. 

It has been the misfortune of almoft every na- 
tion to be prejudged at;a diflance, or to be viiited 
by a number of men vifjipfe refolutions are too. 
ftrpng for con virion. They come with a fixed 
idea, that the Scotch are a dirty people. They 
probably meet with fonie perfou who is fo, and 
would be fo In any country ; and away they hurry 
back, and give, as they think, the juft charafter of 
the whole nation. It has been the peculiar fortune 
of the Scotch to hgve bee;i thus treated : but they 
are a fenfible and ingenious people, and look upon 
thefe hafty cenfures in the manner they deferve* 
But to every man, who is " Nullius addi£lus ju- 
rjare in v^rba magiftri," and who is bigotted t» 

no 
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no particular cuftoms, I make no fcruple o£ de* 
daring, that this metropolis is not, as fome of our 
countrymen pleafe to fay, dirty Ind difagreeable ; 
butadornedwith many elegant and beautiful ftruc- 
tures, the feat of feveral of the moft ingenious men 
in Europe; and who are an honour to the age they 
live in, abounding in many of the poh'ter cmBeU' 
lifhments of life, and well deferving the attention 
of a traveller. 

ToPHAM^s Letters from Edinbutich* 
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A SINGULAR, ANECDOTE. 

ON out firft arrival at Edinburgh, my comf)a- 
won and fclf, after the fetigue of a long day's 
journey, upon enquiring for an inn, were taken to 
a houfe, where we were conduced by a girl with- 
out Ihoes or ftockings, and with only a fmgle lin- 
fcy-wDoUen petticoat, whichjuftreached half-way ' 
to her ancles, into a room where about twenty 
Scotch drovers had been regaling themfelves witii 
whifky and potatoes. You maygucfs our amaie- 
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fscnt^ wlienwe were informed^ ^ that this was 
the bjeftinn in the metropolis^that ^e could have 
iio bedsi unlefs we had an indinatioa to ileep to* 
gether, and m the fame 100m with the iu^Q^iany^ 
:which a ftage-coach kadtfaatmomenulifcharged.*' 
Well^iaidlto my friend, j[fcxr I have morje patience: 
en A&& ^occafions tlian wit on aajpother) there is 
nothing like feeing menaoMlmanners^ perh9ps we 
may bis able to repofe ourfelves at fomecofire- 
We. Accordingly, onenctuir}^ wedifcorered 
that there was a good dame hy the CroCs^ who ad- 
€d in the double c^aci ty <^|>oturing out coiFee,or 
letting lodgings to ftxanger s as we were. She was 
cafilytobefbund^out^ and with all the conciliating 
^omplaifaoce of aiMahrjef&d^HotsI, conduced us 
tQ our deftined apartments, which were indeed fix 
jftoFxes high i but foinferna! to appearance, that yoii 
<^ouId have thought yourfelf in the regions of Ere- 
bus. The trulh of this, I will Venture to fay, y^u 
will make no fcrtiple to believe,^ when I tell you, 
Aat in the whole we had only two .windows, 
which looked into an alley five feet wide, where 
Ithe houfes were at kafl ten. flories high, and the 
alley itfelf wasio fombre in the brtghtefl (un-ihine^ 
ibat it was. impoi&ble to fee any object difiiii£tly* 
And now I am in the ilory-» telling humour, I 
^nnot omit giving an account of an adventiir€ 

whijph 
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which happened here very lately to a (tieni of 
minev ^s it tallies ia Ibine meafure ivitK what I 
have already related^ and ferves to conftriKi the 
wretchediiefs of accommodation which muft be 
put up with in this city» A gentleman from Lon** 
don, who bad been appointed to fome duty in a 
pttUic oftce) caiiie to Edinburgh, and having no 
friends tofumilbhimwithabed, and few acquaint- 
ances to give him any affiftance, found himfelf 
obliged to conceal himfelf in one of thefe dark 
abodeS) in order to be nigh the centre of the town, 
where hi3 employment compelljed him to pafs moft 
pytof the day» As he perceived his lodgings as 
good as his neighbo|ps, it inducedhip to continue - 
theie, until he dticovered himfelf extremely weak 
&iidemacia€ed,6ccafioned by cpnftl^nt violent peiv, 
fpirations, in which he waked every morning. * 
Tiie obfervation which fome of his aiTocial^s 
tnadeon the alteration of his emio^oin^vkAil^e fi* * 
tuadon to which he was reduced, (for fr^m a &o^t; 
andluftyman he was now becomts a mere Oiajdoyv). \ 
perfuaded him to think himfelf really iil^aAdin^a 
confiimption^ Accordingly he fent for th^>Pro^ 
fe£er,.ftnd anothc/ or two of the learned /o^totnigf, 
who, with all the fignificancy of pompoiQs phy^^ - 
pronounced him to be in a very declining ftatc, ^hi4 ^ 
adminiftered every reftorativc which the JEicuh* 
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^ptzn art could fuggeft or fu^^ljr. But all withottt 
effeft. He ftill continued to grow worfe; and iat 
length, almoft totally exhaufted, and giving hiriv- 
£i\{ a prey to defpair, he (ent up for his landlady to 
be a witnefs to his will; who, much' concerned for 
the melancholy event, and with 'tears in her eyes, 
f^d, ^^ How unfortunate fhe'had been fince (he 
Jcept houfe; that her two former k?dgeFS hiad died 
. With her.; that flie was fure (he did every thing to 
ferve them aH; that for her part, (he always took 
xare dtat their Unen was well aired^ And as forker 
xooms, nothing could 'be drier or more free from 
dampnefs.; that her neighbour, good man, was a 
baker, and^isoven was diredMy under them; that 
ihe was .fure, therefore, they mtift be warm, -and it 
was imtpoiBble -to catch cold in her houfe.''— — - 
^ .Good God," -cried the gentleman, *** an ^vcn 
under ^myrooml no'wonder I am in a confunlp- 
tion, afi^er having been baked for thefe three 
montfc^.^ Upon which he fent for the baker, and . 
found what ihe faid was really true; that die oven 
jwfeis imfll^diately under bi^ bed, and that the de« 
creafeof bis health had been in proportion to the 
increase of the baker's bufinefs. The difcovery, 
therefore^ being a much better medicine than any 
Ihe pro&flbrs could prefcribe, he quitted this enfer^ 

by 



by degrees- recovered his ftrengthandiconftitu^- 
tioii,.and lives now ta ridicule the oddity of thr 
accident. 

After»adl thi»,,Iiam fiire every onft will agree- 
with me, that it is extremely ftrange, . that a city, ^ 
which is a thofoughfere-ifito all Scotland, and now^ 
little inferior iflfpolitetxefs to £otidon in many-re- • 
fpefis, &ouId not be better furniihed with conve* 
niences for ftrangers, or have a public Iqdging- 
houfe where you can find tolerable entertainment. 
BiititTeally has notf . and I am the more -Turprifed 
Utiii as, in their manner of living; andinaiiy cuf- 
toms, I think the inhabitants murch Teremblb the 
French. But in this parrfciiferf-what'a difference 
between this place and Paris ! ' whbre in a minute 
you may be provided with a houfe^q^al ta one of 
rtfc greateflrnobiiity, wkhfervaxit^ ^quipage,*an4^^' 
all the jlteuries of-eleganee and nftr; whilft at 
Edinburgh, without an inn to pat your heaid inta^ . 
and without a lodging thutyou can breathe in, you - 
aceobliged.tobleft yourflars togetany placfe to- 
«pofe yourfelf/' tffl better fortune, or better aci 
quaintance,' have intereft 'enough to procure if; iii . 
f<HRe private houfe.— It is a pity,—- it is a dif^ 
grace to the country; and I fhould hope, ere long,^« 
the pride or good fenie of Scodand will fofar pre- 

E 3: Vail|., 



▼afl, as to eftabUlb 9in hotel* in fome fuitable part 
of the town, to obviate the inconvenience of the 
vant of thefe necef&ries. 

TOPHAM. 
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SECT. LXXII. 

•F THI JHOSPITALITY. AND OOOD-BREBDINO 

OF TH2 SCOTCH; TH£IR LANGUAGE^ 

FAJLTICULAR PJBAUTIES OF IT> 

AND EXPRESSIONS. 

. THIS country has long been celebrated for it$ 
jiofpitality to ftrafgers^ and I am fure I oan with 
great truth add mj humble fuffirage to this genera^ 
obiervafion. They do not think they ha.ve paid 
you all the attention that is neceflary, when, the j 
have invited you once to dinner, and then take no 
more nptice of you. They are. eager to (how you 
repeated civilities. They are happy to explain, to 

inform 

* There are now two elegant lioi^t in the 'New Town, and 
ft tavern on the new bridge. THtre are alfo feveral coflfte»ho«fel 
and apartmentt in die Old Town in the £o|lUb CaAc. 
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Kiform you of what isreally curiitfiiS in thieir coan- 
trjr. They give you a genera! invitation to thci^ 
houfes. They beg of you to viHtthem familiarly^ 
and are forry if you- do not do ten I am afhamed 
to fay diat many of my countrymen feem to have 
forgot all their kindncfs the moment tKey returnea 
over the Twefed. I truft thofe waters wiK never 
waflx away my remembiuncc, but that I fhallaU, 
ways be proudto'owiv the hofpitalityof theScotchy* 
and tb^ civilities I received in Scotland. 

Tknow of no quality more conipicuDfts !q the 
inhabitant c^'tbis counfry^'tbancomplaifance y 
wbich is common to every ag^ and fex^ but more 
partt(hilarly to the wonien,. w^o feem to make it a 
&idy to oblige, and endea^oour to emulate ^eacfr* 
odiejf ingood-breeding; which,! think, is tbe arV 
of ihowihg people,, by extemalTigns, theinward* 
regard wblcb-webave for them. Asr liotliihg ih^ 
dicates tlie judgment of a nation more than good^- 
breeding, fo it likewife difcovers their good nature. 
iTor politeneis is, in myopinioh,jtherefultnotonly' 
rf>good naturei-but of good fenfe. It gives a luftfe 
te every other cbaito, and conceals, in a great de^ 
gree, every dMadvantag^ which women may lie tiii- 
der jn their perfQns. But I aiTure yod, the'ScotcB-^ 
}adieshave noneedof thf^enchantingaccomplitb- 
JBcat oa> S)c laft account. Nature has been w'- 
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liberal to th^m in decorating their external parts, 
as in ornamenting their minds; and I believe as 
few nations excel them in beauty, as in advantages 
derived from difpofitionand education. No women 
underftand better the rules of decorum, nor are. 
they rivalled by the French in the talent of agree- 
able converfation ; for which &ey feem to be bet- 
ter calculated,^ as well from their fuperior know- 
ledge of the world, as from their more extenfive 
acquaintance with books and literature. 

When you are told, that on the firft introdu<£Uoii 
to atady in this country, you are &voured with a 
falute, which immediately difcovers the fragrance 
of her breath, the dpwny velvet of her (kin, and 
learly^namel of her teeth -, that , the iirft word 
which fhe utters to you is either My goodjiriend^ or 
^y dearfir^ which foftened by the fweetnefs of her 
voice, and af&bjlity of her manner, muft receive 
an additional degree of warmth and kmdnefs; can 
you wonder that. I am fo enamoured with their 
^company? or rather, do you not wonder that I can* 
think of leaving them? But alas! alas! the time 
approaches for my departure \ and if it was not 
for one dear object, who attracts me, like tlfe 
faithful ftieel, to the magic, circle of her arnis, it 
would be with the utmoft regret I fhould bid fare^ 
well to a country, which is the land of pleafure^ 
rapture, ^j^A delight. 

Bm 
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' fioe fuppofe you Ihoidd fay, that tbeflF* <wttrA^ 
(hough very pjeafiog atfirft o» account of their' 
novelty, muft foonlo(e*theurdiann,.«riieflwecoine 
to be acqiiakited'thatcheyare mere words of cus- 
tom and ceremony^vand uttered^wrthout any in- 
ttntion of good- Will or fincerity; and that etpre^ 
ik>ns of Jundnefsy iwhen they are not known to-be 
themarks and efFedsofkindnefi,are empty founds^ 
Lmuft grant, .that 4>y -degrees thfcy become habi- 
tual, and* do not'operateib ftrongly by ufe, as oaH 
ftranger.- But fuJiFelyi at any time -they are the 
Ugheft fignsof complaifance ; ^and giving tiie af^ 
pearance of triifh toa^iond, and$i ftrong^fire tp 
jitzk and oblige, certsdnly produce a partiality for 
the fpeaker; not by-the words, which in common 
ipieech ilgnifyrfcarce any thing jj,, but becaufe by 
tbefe wordshe ihows that he thinks you worth no- 
tice. £xpre$pns of this naturea^e ingeniQUfi 
flattery. It makes th^f&» to wbcfmit is paid, flat<i- 
ter themfelves, whil^ ^hey; look on it as a declara^ 
tionof meritin themfelves : and pray, what morta} 
man does not love to be Aattered^by a lady^ .. Fo.r 
myown part, .if it is a fault, I muft pl^ad guilty ^ 
and though X.dete(l'it astnuch as hypoQrify in the 
male partof our fpecie^,! am npt prOfof againft it 
when affifted by theiire of fparkljng eyes, and de« 
livered by female eloqifence. A {launch philofo- 
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pNerwrolfi derive t^s credulity from the original 
perVerieUdsvof 'bumjin nature ; and in the fame 
maciflwritt ' A4iAi IwsdkMred the fcKfndden frint, 
though bekciewitcoatidiied none of th»(e excellent 
qiuditiesafcribedi to it by £vev fi:>«te,bis progeny, 
jire teitipted by the flattery 4!^ the £iiir fek, and 
are fare to^ give it credit^ notwithftandifig we are 
.coufcioul jrf ks untruth and infiBceri^. 

The Scmth language has one beauty<^ in which 
It greatly t^els the Engnfl^. and in liHikb aUb it 
c€kifi>ftn^ to the Italian I l&al of diminutives, 
wkidi t9t created at pleafure,. andexprefled in 
one i^rd, by tbe ^dkion of a letter or fyllable. 
Thus, they fey, •* manny^doggy^. catty," for a Kti- 
tie man^ dog, or cat; " wifcy** fwt a little vifc; 
and if it was neceflary to fpes^ of an inahimate 
thing, they do U afiTo i& tbe iame manner ; as ** a. 
buckley,lcnifey,booky,hou(ey^*' for alittlebuck]^,. 
knife, book, and a hoafe. I need<^ ne^ tell you bow 
em[^ati^al this m^Aes their toague, and what aA« 
improvement it is on ours. But their pronunci-^ 
ation and accent is far from: being agreeable. It 
gives an air of gravity, iedatenefe, and importance 
to their words ; which though of life (bmetiniet^ 

• 

in an harangue or public difirourfe,. in comtooA 
converfation feems dull, heavy> ftupid, and vnlnr-* 
monious. On which account I fcarcely ever hemrd 
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a-^cotchmaft ttl\ a^ood ftory in all my life: for- 
nbtwithftanding^he might put in all the circum* 
ftances to work it>to a pointy he tirould be fure to 
(Jioil it by hi§ deficiencyiin manner, *and remove 
the fting, whic^h ou|ht ia tkkU tb* imagination of 
the hearer, by. appearing i! not to feel it ^ himfelf. 
The inhabitants of this place, i;rfiaare actjuainted * 
with the Englifli, ard fenfible of this, >and endea* 
vdur to fpealr4ikc them, cfpecially.the politerfort^ 
of people,^ and the Profcfforsof lhe-CoBege,^hO|:» 
^h their te£hiTes, ftrivc to fhake oiFdie Scotch pro- ' 
minciatibti as mucb-a^ poffiblei- The literary* 
produflionsofthis country being well kndwn, itiSe* 
unneceflary for me to make anyj^obferva'tions on/ 
their ftyle* I fliall only iay, -that they appear t(> '^ 
me, from theii* converfotion, to write Engljfh as a ^ 
fdreign tongue ; their taodeof talking, phfttfe^ and ^ 
CKpreffionJi)utlittle refemblihg the languag^of their = 
works ^ « though I cannot but add,, tthat even (dtnef 
of them, in their converfation, are fond of fhowingj: 
tfeeir learning^ by makirtg ufc of« words ^ derived ' 
from ancient languages. Amenity .Is a favourite- 
word of a celebrated hiftortian} who is truly the - 
bbaft of his country ; who,, in private reputation/ 
has as few equals, as rn public, fiiperiorss and ^ 
whofe works may be jyftly foid to be *^ non ludi- - 
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era cantilena ad momentum temporis, fed.monu« 
mentum ad sternitatem." 

TOPHAM. . 
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OP TBS SUPPERS OF THE SCOTCH) AKD TKFIR 
MANNER OF CONDUCTING THEM* 

A MAN who vifits this country,, after having 
been in France, will find, in a thoufand inftances, 
the refemblance which there is betwixt thefe two 
nations. That air of mirth and vivacity, that 
quick and penetrating Jook, thatfpiritc^ gaiety 
which diftinguiflies the French, is equally vifible 
in the Scotch. It is the charader of the nation ; 
and it U ^.very happy one, as it makes them dif- 
regard even their poverty. Where' there is any 
material difference, I believe, it may be attributed 
to the difference of their religion \ for that fame 
catholic religion, to fay the truth of it, \% a moil 
comfortable one. The article of abfolution is cer- 
tainly a bleflM invention, and renders the fpirits 
free and unclouded, by placing all the burthen of 
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pur fins upon another man's back. A poor Eag-^ 
Iifliniangoes fretting and groaning, and carrying 
hismiferable face into all companies, as contagious 
as an epidemical diforder, without one foul to take 
compaf&on on him, or pity his weaknefi : and 
fliduld he not have a wife or family at home who 
cannot avoid him, he finds no perfon who will beac 
his Infirmities, or look as fad as he does ; but j& 
conftrained to wander about an unfociable beings 
till the month of l^ovember> and the nudadie jbi^ 
;/f^ relieve bimfrom his di({refles» 

But though the Scotch have no abfolution, they, 
have fomething very like it— ft fupesftitious reli^^ 
ance on the efficacy of going conftantly to church*. 
Many of them may be faid to pa(s half theif lives* 
there; fot they go almoft without ceafing, and 
, look as forrowful at the time as if they were go«^ 
ing^ not only to bury their fins,, but themfelves*. 
J(iX other hours, they are aschearful and. as gayas^ 
poffible i and probably^ firom hence arifes that eafe^ 
that fpirit in their converfatton,, which charms in. 
every company,, and which, is the life of every fo^-- 
clety. They fee no harm in innocent familiarity*. 
They think a frank and unreftrained behaviour the! 
beft fign of a good heart y and agree with. Lord 
Shaftefbury,. ^ that gravity is die very eflence of 

impoftore;"^ 
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WKwevcr the Scotch of feoth Sefxes meet, th'?/ 
db not appear as if they had never l^n each othei' • 
before, or wi&ed never tt fee each Mh«r again. 
They do not fit in fuHenfilwice,. looking on the 
ground, biting, their nails, and ztzltk what ta* 
do with themfeltres^ and if fome* one' fhould be • 
b»dy enoogh to break filcnce,ftart, as if they 
i»tfe (faidtihrough rikc eajf with a piftol. But they < 
aiddte(^ each other at firft fight^ and with- an im* 
f^iffimint that is highly- pleafing. They appear' 
to befatfsfted ^ith one another^ or at leaft, if they 
fcaHy ave no^'lb^ theyiiave the prudence to con-» 
teal their difllktv To fee them in peHedtiOn^ is^^ 
to fee them attheir^entertatnments. 

When dimiers are given here, they are invka- 
dons of fornr. The entertkinment of pteaAire is 
fheir (uppers, .which refemble the petit foupers of* 
France. Of thefe they are very fond j ; and it is 
a>marku)rtheir'friendibipto>be adihitled to be of 
Aep^rty.' It i^ in thefe meetings that the plea- 
Akresof focietyand converiiationreign^r when the 
reftraint^ of ceremony^are baniflied, .and you -fee 
People really as they, are : and I muft fay, inho-^ 
nour of the Scotch, .that I never met with a more- 
agreeable people, with more pleafing or^mote in-' 
ibuating 'manners, in my life. Tliefe fittle parties 
generally confifi of about feven or eight perfohs,^ 
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lAads prevcftts Ar comrerfation from Being pan- 
^ulai^ and whidx: it alwajis miift be in latget 
companies.. Dtning the iiipper, which continues 
ibme time, the Scotch ladies drink more wine* 
dian an £ngli& woman CouIcT wdh bear ; . but the 
climate reqiiiiaes ie, and probably infomemeafure 
it" may enliveft their natural vivacity. Without 
quoting foreignauthorities, you w91 allow that x. 
certain degree of wine ad3s greatlife to convetfa^ 
tbn. An Engliflunaiv we knowj is fotnetime^ 
efteemed the beft'compafiicm in the world after At 
fecondbottfe} and who,>beforethat^, would not 
have opened his Hpsfor the univerfe. After fup- 
jer is removed^ and diey are tired of converfingy, 
Aey vary the (cene by finging^^ in which many of 
ibe Scotch-excd. There is a plaintive fimplicity 
in die generality of theip fongs^-to Which the 
words are extremely well adapted,, and which, ^ 
fh>m the mouth o£ a pvetty Scotch girl, > is in-^ 
conceivably attradting. You frequently feel thd- 
force of. tbo& very exprefllons, . that at.ahoth^f 
^mp you would not underftand,.when they are ^ 
&ng by a young perfon,. whofe inclinations and: 
aSe£Kon6.aKB frequently exprefled in the- terms 
made ufe o^ and which the heart claims ad 
ks own* The eye, die whole countenance,. 
fgc9k fre<tuiently as much as the voic^j for I 

have 
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Kave ibm6Cin(ies found that I bad a ve^fyjuft \isx 
. ef the tenor of a fong,, though! did not compre*' 
hend three words in the whole. Formerly it was 
the cuftom for the bagpipe to play during their 
entertainments,, and every family had their bard. 
In thefe fongs were rehearfed the martial andhe** 
roic deeds of their anceftors, as incentives to their 
own courage; but in thefe piping^imie^of peace^ 
** our ftern alarms are changed -to merry meetr 
ijig%" and tales of love and gentlenefs have fuc- 
ceeded to thofe of war. Inftcad of the drowfy 
hum of a bagpipe,, which would certainly have 
laid my noble courage afleep, the voice of fome 
pretty girl claims your attention,, which in my^ 
opinion, is no bad change. I muft* confefs, I 
have not much opinion of thofe feails ^^ of othec 
times," where your ears were continually dunned 
with the. murders fuch a man .had committed, and 
where he was continually told of. what he had al^-^ 
ready done,.thathe mightperform the fame again» 
His modefty muft certainly be. put out of the 
qp^ftion, otherwife he could never have fat to hear 
a detailof his own.deeds.. It is obferved of a. 
Welch hero,.** that he was a devout man, .a great 
warrior, and an excellent piper i^and that be could 
Rlay with great (kill, the fonga of all his a&ions.V, 
*T\j& is ftiU better-^-With fucb author! ty^.ough^ 

an/ 
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aflymaiiio b^Uameil for talking of himiblf, mi 
beiag the hero of his own tale ? While tytrj one 
is railing at the prefent ttmes, it is fome confola- 
don to find, that in many inftances our forefathers 
Were as abfurd as we are ; and that if we poflefs 
Cttle, we have atleaft the negative merit of not 
boafting of what we have. I own I feel a plea- 
fiire in reconciling us to ourfdves ; for as fome 
ingenious writers have proved that we are every 
way inferior to our anceftors, fince we cannot 
fife to themj. the only way ]eft is to bring theok 
down t6 us. 
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OH THS CVIIITY OF THS COMMOU VEOJ^Lft: 

IK SCOTLAND. 



i FIND the vulgar inhstbitanti of ibis countrjr- 
as varying in their difpofition from thofe of thf 
fouthem p^rts of great Brstam> as the iEthiopi|. 
ans from the iiatives of Mexico^ and as tuiIiJu^ 
39 if diey were ^ipodes* Though Scotland 

£ and 
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and £ngland together are very imouit •iac( 
{arifen with any of die coontrieson che EiSEC^wad 
CcntCmtnl^ ]fet you cannot conceive ft |preat»r dil^ 
fioiilarity of manners ; and fo wide is die diffcf^ 
cnce, dat yoo^imuld ditnk die diftanoe betweea 
tiiem, ixrasfrom heaireA'tQ eardu I fprak of die 
caatmon people only ; for the-pcdilbed'aadpcJice 
'are nearfy the £iine in oMij ttfpeSti^ 

Inftead of that (labbosn vudeneis,. and imcoii^ 
ntady that(hyiie& and barbaiifm, i/vhicb is ereni 
CttUvated by our peafan^^ yion^find kidie loweif 
bind in. fcotland a compliant obre<|uioiifile& anil 
foknt& ^ fjemper, an ambidon.to oblige,, and a- 
fociability which charms you« I'heyare natii^ 
»ally, gravels h9lpitabte, and favdly^ and have 
fiich a peculiar attachment to dieir own country 
and families, that^^were I to relate to you die won-^ 
derful accoonta ii4nck I hiive liftened to with af- 
loniihment> yoa«coiild not but Otink diati wsr 
j)0i:derb)g Oft ramancevK 

But what diflinguiifaes them &om the vulgar 
inh^itahts of almoft any. nation, is that peculiar 
4en^ k> oMife and iitftTufl:, a philanthropy w^ch 
theydifcdv^r, bn all occafions, to beof fcrvice 
und to do igood, arid which never caa hil of ren- 
^kiing^ dieir. intercourfe aiid conrverfatlon moft 
agj'eeaUe 
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agreeable^ a&d of die greateft iidlity to vibe tnl* 
veller. 

In a wild and uncaltivated country, in a miifeni* 
We hovd^-^deftitutc of eve>y convenience oflife> 
expofed to all the inclemencies of climate, wiA- 
out common necefiaries to drag on a wretched^ 
uncomfortable being, it is here you meet with, 
fouls, generous, contented,, and faappy^ ever ready 
to the call of humanity, religious and charitable. 

In a Ihort tour that I lately made to. the high- 
lands, aa. opportunity prefented itfelf of making 
my obfervatioBS dn the d)iAd« of tfus people ; 
fincc I mixed with them,^ convetfed on variety of 
fufojeAs, ' lived In their families, and palled witk 
them many a happy hour* As I freqfiently^ wan;^ 
dered over the mountains wilb my gun,. I oftejft 
found a fequeftered village, whkhhad littIexom<n 
munication with the reft of mankijid, thdthad re>- 
ceived fcarce any form or fafhion from aft'and hu- 
man invention; and,con(equent!y, notfari^mott- 
from its original fimplicity. One day aftorm drove. 
me to feek Ihelter in a fmall cottage, which I b v. 
chance efpied in a deep valley at the foot 6f one of 
their mountains ; and on entering;^! faW a vene« 
tAlc old woman, with, mother about thirty, an 
five or fix pretty infants, which, by their rcfem- 
l^lasce, I eafily difcovered to be her children, all 

emplQyeij^ 
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ployed ill feme domeftic concern, and waiting 
the return of the mdler of the family, who, I af- 
terwards found,, was gone to provide fiih and other . 
neceilaries, from afmall town oh the banks of the 
neighbouring lake. When they perceived me at 
the door, the mother of the little ones came inv- 
mediately to meet me, and, with a^counteoancefujl 
of benevolence and hofpitalityy faluted me in the 
Earfe language;, which, though I did not unde&» 
fland it, feemed to welcome to whatever they could 
afford) or I could expedi: to find there. She thea. 
reached meia ftool,, which was made of nifhes^. 
(eeing.1 did not comprehend her tongue^ aind wa5 
pointing^^to^ me to fit down bythefire,. whenX. 
addrefTed myfelf to the old lady in the corner, and 
demanded whether fhe could fpeak Engliih; but 
they all (hook their heads and were filent> I then • 
unloaded my game-bag,, which, dontaihed a white*, 
hace,, and fome ptarmigan,^ and b^gan to couct 
their gpocC opinion), by grcfetiting tiiem to the 
children, and; endeavouring to divert dieoi, by 
(bowing them my.fhootingJmplements,^nd other 
things which I. had in my pocket,, and whicb. 
feemed to gij/e. them much delight;, the wom^n^ 
iu.th^ mean time, . making figps to .me to puU off 
my, wet clothe;^ and holding out a plaid whicb 
tbey had warmpd bj the. fire. Qn my feeniing to 
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Teftife dieir kind offices, they ihook themfdves^ 
aftid looked forrowful, which meant^ as I fince 
learned, if I did ^not change my drefs, I Iheuld 
catch an ague $ a difofder to which they were ex* * 
tiemelyfubje^ 

* 'As the "weather continued totbreabn, and night 
was not far off, I fiit myfelf down by the hearth * 
and amufed myfelf by pulling oflT'the feathers of 
one. of the birds, which I made them comprehend 
would be very acceptable, s^ I had eat nothing al*- 
ntoft Ac whole day ; and juft as I was prqnring 
to broilit, the bighlander opened the door, and, 
eiqpreffing his furpriie at finding a ftranger bad 
taken poffeffion of his houfehold goods, in a free 
and good-natured tone of voice, in the, Scotch 
language, begged of me to proceed in my employ, 
and enquired the reafon of this vifit; adding, with ' 
a fmile, ^ tha} I muft have entertained his wife 
and modier extremely wetl during Ms abfence, to ' 
become fo &milar with them ; efpecially as they ' 
did not underftand me, and had never in tbetr 
lives beheld the face of any human perfon, excpp. 
a few of their ewn Clan, who inhabited the Other 
fide^f thehilU** 

When I had told him my ftory, and intreated 
pardwifbr the freedom I had taken, he embraced 
nte with the higheft degree of rapture, and order- 
ing 



tug ^ ethers fcoido the fiune^ toU me, ^ tile geit«^ 
tianrnx wth wbom I had becti^ and to wh^ 
houfe I wiflKd to retura the- next day, was the 
head at hia Clan } that hp refpeded hini| and 
ivould die for him ; and fince I was a vifitor to 
^ JakA^ Idaimedirom him every kind of hof* 
pitali^ afid'CotiVttMence, which his poor pittance 
couid faff/tyi though beadded^ as aftranger, who 
had loft my wajr, I bad a right to civility and af* 
fiffaace from every man/' 

White I had fini&ed my ptarmigani of which 
tbey woold none of them -partake, he produced on 
th6 taUe fame dried iifii^ cfaeeft, and oat^-cake, 
of which they all eat with an appetite that difco* 
vered their povetty, and that brought to my re«i 
membtaace the fixyiitg of the pIliloibiAeri that 
<^ He that eats with an emipty ftcnnich needs nD 
variety ctf food i bt that drinks on^ for Atrft de* 
fires Icaft duusige of liquor $ and he that wanta 
leaftyceoies oeaifeft totbegods/' On our being 
fatisfied, he gavt: 'fome to the iiifants^ and faid ^ 
grace inidiepfeffayterian form^ praifing God witii 
more lervent devotion than ever I met. witli in at 
Englifh bifhop at the adminiftratioo of &o (aera* 
ment* 

The reft of the night we (ptnt inconveriackm» 
whilft they plied me heartOy with whilkey; and I 

anfwered 
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anfiraed a number of .queftions which mntte^ 
manded of me by the women^ through him as 
intippreter; tittaclength,oTer-poweredb]Ffiitig«e, 
I repofed mfSM in m jdaid by the fire,, and enjoj^* 
ed as ibund a flttmber^ as if mj head had been 
pliowed on. down, 

« ' Uader a. tlsopy of c6ftly ftate,** 

The mornipgarofe, and I took fareweD of my 
kindhofiefles, who parted with me, with many ex* 
preffiaosi of friend&ip s and| if I may judge from 
their countexumce, wiibedthat theftormy weather 
bftd cominoed, that I might faaTe. been detuned 
longer. The highlander accompanied me acrofs 
the mountains- in my progreis homeward^ cheating 
tbe^dr^Hefs jof.the way by his entertaining dif* 
coarfe) concerning the antiquity of his family^ and 
the anceftors of Us Laird, whom he had fc^owtd 
iQ the rebellion^ and under whofe banners be ha^ 
Ventured bis liie and fortune. We had jtow ar» 
rived within fight of the houfe of my friend, when 
he wiflied me health' and fuccefs through life, and 
that I might never, go furth^ out of my right 
way, tbejti when I wandered ta his habitation* 
I paid this kin^nef^ with all the coin I was then 
niafter of, and parted with a thoufsiAtf thanks and 
gutitude for his civilities. 

I have 
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< have detained you all diis while widi tins 
length of ftory, in order to paint to you the 
true charad^r of a Scotch peaiant ; and I dare 
fay you wtH be aftoniibed to find (b many virtues 
ip a fiimily in the Highlands, where the inhabi- 
tants are thought by us to be in a ftate of barba- 
riim* But fuch, I aiTure you, they all are, . 

«< Eitrtma per SIof| 
'*' JttfKtia excedcfli terrls teftigxa fecit*'* 

£venin Edinburgh, the fame fpit;it runs dirough 
the common people, who are infinitely more civil, 
humanised, and hofpitable, than any I ever met 
with. Every one is ready to ferire and affift a 
ilranger; theyihowthegreateftrefpedtoaperfon 
fuperior to them,'andyou ncyer receive an imperti- 
nent anfwer. As to their country, itis beautifiil 
and grand to a miracle, and though far from being 
temperate) is fo healthy, that you hear of fewer dif- 
or^ers than amongft any other people; and I de« 
clare, in every part that I have been, I never &w ' 
either an exceedingly deforhied perfon, or an aged^ 
toothlefs, paralytic highlander. ^hey eat a great 
quantity of fiih dried in^the fun, and a cake made 
of oatmeal, baked hard and flat. Their conftant 
li<|Uor is whifliey, which is alfe made from oats, 
has a quick tafte, extremely 4ieady, but comforta- 
ble 
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Ue totiie ftoouch ; unpalatabk tpftrai^ers^fliaa^ 
hot and aourilhing to diofe who are ufed to it. 

TOFHAM. 
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f 
OF THE PUBLIC AND PRIVATB OIVSHSIONS 

OF THE INHABITANTS OF EOIKBURGHj^ 

AND MANNER OF EDUCATING THE '' ^ 

YOUNG LADIES. 

THEV have at Edinburgh an degKht PIay« . 
houfe, and tolerable performers; ailembliesi con- 
certs, public gardens, and walks, card parties, and^ 
a hundred other diverfiotis, which in fome degree 
Keep me from pining for your Fcftiao, Bach's 
concert, or Almack's, 

As the genius of any people is notfldore eafUy- 
* difc^vered in their ferious moments, than when* 
they .give a loofe.to freedom^and pleafure; fo the 
Scotch hatioh is peculiarly cbaraAerized hf the 
mode of their diverfions. A (bber fedate degance^ 
pervades them all, bfbnded with an eafe and pro^ 
priety which delights^ and is fare to meet with 
jobation. A Scotchman does not vqUx him- 

Vol. II. " .P ' felf 



Mtl^aimrfbiMnts, as ifitovpaTs away the Hour. 
He feems evcti in-the^heightH- of pleaffirej buly* 
aa<{ intent,' and as he would do, *were he about to 
gain fome advantage. His diveriions are not cal- 
culated to feduc&^he uiiwac)VQi»4'6create the idl^ 
>but to unbend the mind, without corrupting it. 
He feems as if in Jiis infancy JieJia^ been. taught 
^o make learning his diverfion, and was now re- 
verfing it> .and making bis .diyerfianiiislftudy^ 

Butbefides the public entertakunenlsofribb 
cit]f(, which are deri ved,from conjpaay^ tbeinha^ 
bitar^s have moreirefofflxresof plesiiure withiA 
«dienifeive&than in many otherplaees. The young 
people paint, draw> arefond-ofimufic, or employ 
thetr hours in readily •aad.acqairing the accooi* 
pti^illments of the mind. £ very J)oarding»fchool - 
Mifs has^Mnethingof tbis Jcindto recommend her, 
andmake^bcr an agreeable con^anton; aad|ii« 
flead of a little fmattering ofFcench^ which is tiie^ 
higheflrambition to attain in Queen's Square, you 
find them ih Edinburgh entertaining in converia-^ 
tion, fentimentaly and wcQ^informed* The mpde 
of education of the 3^ung:ladtes, is here highly to 
be commended, and admirably calculated to nmke 
them good wives. Befides needle* work, and Jthofe 
trifling arts, which arr the* principal, part of their 
inflru^tion in-Enj^nd, the^jpcccepts df morality^ 

^tuc^ 
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virtue^' aml^Iitamir, are taught thein frvih their 
earfieft* iafandjiy: vrbHftrthey are inftru^d tocon* 
fider themfelTes' as beings bora* for foctety, for 
more.diah oatfideappearaiice> and traniitory plea** 
fure,. aad to attend t9 die knowledge of what is 
ufefid, rather tfaani'die ceconomyof a tambour- 
ffame. The ladies sdfo who undertake this ardu- 
on't2& .of'inftroBSicmi are perfons much better 
qualiiitii in geiiera} than in other countries. Th'ey 
litewfi^introdttce theni intothe politeft company, 
^ndfivethem atafte for elegant and proper amufe- 
meftts i . fo tfiat when they leave fchool, tKby are 
ifdioidy ctiiftrdiesof thoibaecomplifhments which. 
strrneceffiiry to command a family, but have the 
depoittffMit aY\d behaviour of experienced women 
WfeOiten. 

' Nio^ ladies fnScodasidevermitrder the precious 
mcments tnwfaaC is called ^< work,*' which is nei* 
th6r entettainment nor profit, merdy becaufe they ^ 
muft-ha^e the s^pearance of doing fomethihg, 
wliHft they lee every one employed around them.' 
They let no minute eicape without its refpeftivc 
office, which may be of utility to themfelves! or 
others ; and after a proper facrifice to reading and 
literature, gain inftru£Hon from fotrie ty and con*, 
verfatiom 
I have often thought ita> principal defeft in the 

F 2 education 
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education of theEagliihladies, that diey are tau^ 
Co pay fo much attention to the prance of fewlng 
work, and other needle operations^ wbillk tiiey ne- 
gkd learning of greater importasiGe and pkafure^ 
Since they have muids equally ca^pableof inftruc- 
tion with the othpr ieK, why:fhould they not be 
enlightened widi the fame.lcind of Jknowledge? 
efpeciallyas they feem moriC fuited to it, as well 
from their fuperior feofibility^ as their gTieaiter lei* 
f|ire and domefli$: liCe. Why Ihould the ciai:ac^ 
tereAic which diftingyiibes us ^om hrutesi^ befo 
ftrongTy cultivated in the male^ and have fo little 
attention paid to it in the feniale fpecjes? Wlfdoq^ 
and fcience are not perfedlions in us mtrdy bf «• 
Q^ufe we ;9xe men> J>ut as reafonable creaturesj who 
have the pre-- eminence .ove^r the reft of the cr^a* 
tion. It is^Meied n?cei&j:y (^f th^ ladies to Imow 
thefe things, in ptder to qu^i/y tbie0i.f(Wf 4oi^ftile 
oeconomy ; but I have no ide» of any woman) ex.- 
cept her whofe circumftances c(iiuiOt a&td tho 
e;xpence ^f paying a fejrvant, making them her 
employ^ or putting them in pra^ice* 

X The married bdies of this ^ity feldgm entertain 
Urge fets of company, or baye ^oujts as In London* 
They give the-preferpn^o^p private parities^ and 
converfaTAones^ where they play at cards for fmali 
fums, and never run tb( ri.fl^ of being obliged .to 

difcharge 
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difcharge ^ 4el>t of honour at the expence of tiveir 
virdie and innocence. They often frequent the 
theatre, and (how great tafle and judgment in the 
choice of plays, where Mr, Digges performs a 
principal ch^a£ter« 

As to :exercifeY diey feldom ride on horfeback; 
but find much pieafure in walking, to which the 
foil an4 country is peculiarly adapted, being dr}% 
pleaiant, and abounding In profped^s and lomanuc 
fceneSk It is likewiie cuftomary for them todriye 
in dieir carriages to the fands at Leith andMuHel- 
burgh, and parade bac Inwards and forward?*, affef 
themanner of Scarborough, and other public pla^s 
of fea-bathing refort. For vivacity and agility }t\ 
dancing, none excel the Scotch ladies. . Thc^r 
execution in reels and country-dances is amazing} 
and the variety of fteps which they introduce, and 
the jufihefs of their ear is beyond defcription. 
They are very fond alfp of minuets>butfall greatly 
ihort in the performance of them, as they are d^- 
cient in grace and elegance in their motions. 
Many of them play on the harpflchord aud guitar, . 
and fome have mufic in their voices, though th^y 
rather love to hear others perform than play 
themfelves. 

I do not think the Scotch ladies are great pfO'^ 
ficients in the languages. They rarely attempt 
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any thing furdterthantbeFrenthi-irhi^-mdeec^ 
they fpcak with gre^t propri^ty^'fliiencyi-^Wft^lKri 
accent; but they make up for it by dieiiraoeurafe 
and juft knowkdgc of their own. T'hey tatfe very 
grammatically, are peculiarly atlentive-tothecoQ* 
formity of their words totbeir ideas^atiS are great 
critics in the Englifli tongue. They chiefly i^esid 
Jiiftory and plaintive poetry; but elegies and paf- 
forals are their favourites. Novek and romances 
they feel and admires and tkpfe chiefly which are 
tender, fympathetic, foothing, or melancholy.— 
* Their hearts are foft, and full of paflion, and a 
Well-told (lory makes a deep imprefBon on diem. 
Like virgin wax, a gentle heart mollified their 
minds, which refle£b the finefl touches of art 
and fenttment. 

Nor are the gentlemen in Edinburgh lefs ra- 
tional in their diverfions than the ladies. There is 
" only .one in which 1 can cenfure their condud. 
They rather pay too much refpe£lt<i the divinttyof 
Bacchus, and offer too copious libations at die 
ihrine of that jovial deity. Their wkies^ indeed^ 
#f ail kinds are excellent, and their Ornate not the 
moft comfortable; fo thatfome allowance ought^o 
be nude them in that refped. But as they are, 
they are by no means fo intemperate as the <^er- 
mans;, and, perhaps, their appearing4o me in 4be 

Icaft 



liar aVeriibn Kq^ zfA -abftsn^nce from .«dl itHoKicat* 
ing Itqitbt^v J rfaave net&er^fte l9 idlfliy nor 
•Icailtebealri^^. I hiMreoo idotfK)fg mmeai^^' 
iBnSisQg ^Cf^bafiife -of tdrtnktfig 'beyond" thirfl^ ^dr 

^atnfttiBtyre. 

The youths in diis eotmt^y are meiy manly \ti 
4iMiroxm«Hcs.andalnuiiMnefiHff^rStrengtlHMid ag^ 
Jitfr&em'to<bc'nioft ihetj: attention. The infigai* 
Jcaat^(titec6 6fmarl;ife5>to|}S)lbc. dii^y^jretotaUgr 
maei^ainted iK4th » The diver fioh vi^iicK is p^ 
cidisur to Scotland, and in which all ages find great 
^eafurcy is golf* They play at it with a fmall 
kathern ball, like a fives ball, and a piece of wood) 
iat on one fide, in theihape of a fmall bat, which 
is fattened at the end of a flick, of three or four 
feet long, at ^nght Angles to it. The art confifts 
in ftrikingi the ball with this inftr.ument^ into a 
hole in the^rotindj^ In afmaller number of ftrokes 
Aan your adverfary* This game ha$ the fuperl* 
ttky of cricket and tennis, in being Ids vident 
aad dangerous ; but in point of < dexterity -and 
amufement, by no means to< be pompared with 
tfiem« However, I am inibrgied-that iome (kill 
aodnicetyare necef&rytoftxikttheball t^^eprov 
jfofiiiidiftance andno fiirther,aod tbatin tfai^ there 
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in a c<$tifid^rftble cliiierteii^e in players. It re^ir^s 

ho great exertion and ftrengdi, and all ranks and 

mges playt at it. ^hey inftru£l their chUdren in it^ 

*as foon as they can run alone^ and grey haits 

"boaft their execution. As to their other diterfiom^ 

'they daAcey jday at cards> iove (hooting^ hunting, 

and the pkafures of the field; but are proficients 

in notft of them* When they are young, indeed, 

fheydanoe, in the manner of their coutftry, exr- 

tremety W(^S but afterwards (to fpeak in die lan« 

;gttdge of the turf J they train off, and are too r^ 

'buii and mufcular to poflefs either grace or agility. 

TOPHAM^ 
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OJ^^HE HAGUE AND ROTTEttDAM. 



^ KOTHING can be more agreeable than ti9» 
•vrfliSg Tnf Holhnd .^ Thfe whole country appears 
a Wrge ^gajrdfefi ; the Voad$ ait wt;H paved, fliadcd 
•on each fide With rows 6r trees, and bordered wiftt 
i^rge canal*,' full of boats paffing and rcpaffirig. 
"Etet^ twenty -paces gives you the profpcft of foni 
*} r ' villa. 
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yiUay-and every four hours that of a krgetowft^ibt 
furprifmgly neat, I am fure }ou would be charmed 
with them. The Hague is certainly ope of the 
fineft villages in the world. Here are lever^ 
fquaies finely bgilt, and (what I think a particular 
beauty] the whole fet with thick large trees* Th^ 
Fifcr-heut is, at the (ame timei the Hyde-'Parkand 
Mall of the peoplet of quality; for diey take thie 
air in it both on^ foot and in coaches. 

The appearance of Rotterdam gives one very 
great pleafure. All^be ftrects are paved with 
broad (tones, smd before many of the meaneft aN 
tificers doors are placed ieats^ of various coloured 
marbles, fo neatly kept^.tbat I afTure you I walked 
almoft over the town yefterday, inc&gniu^ in my 
flippers, witboat deceiving on« fpot of dirt; and 
you may ice the Dutch maids wafliing the pave- 
ment of the ftreets with more application than 
ours do our bed-chambers* 

The townjeems fo full of people, with fuch 
bufy faces, all in motion,, that I can hardly fancy' 
it is not fome celebrated fair ^ but I fee it is every 
day the fame. It is certain no town can be more 
advantageonfly fituated for commerce^ Here^are 
(even large canals, ^n which the merchants fhipfi 
come up to the very doors of their houfesr The 
flMps and wharehoufes are of a furpsiiing ncatnelji 
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an4 magnificence, filled with an incredible^pMi^ 
tity of fine merchandUei aiid fo much chea^r 
than what lyc fee in England, diat I have much 
4Bid6 to perfuade tnyfelf I am ftill fo near it. Here 
as neither dirt nor beggary to be ieen. One is 
not (hocked with thoTe loatbfome cripples (b com- 
mon in London, nor teazed with the importunity 

r 

of idle pe^ons that .chufe to be nafty and lai&y. 
The common fervants and little (hop-women here 
f re more nicely dean than (bme of our Ladies; 
and the great variety of neat drefies (every w<»Baii 
dreffing her head after her ow;n fii&ion) is an zd^ 
^itional [deafinre in feeing the town* 

Lady M. W. Montag^i ; 

SECT* tXXVlI. 

ANOTHER ACCOUNT OF HOTTSRDAM AND' 
THE HAOU2. A. D. 1784. , 

ROTTERDAM lies on the north fide of the 
Mae(e, about fifteen miles from the fea, is of a 
triangular form, and, in point of trade, inferiot 
only ui Amfterdam^ in the ^cioufneTs of the 

ilreetSy 
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SdteH^ mA cS^gance df the hoidcft, UifiiMjr he^ 
jcftki it. The ^mak m <b ku|;e «i to adnit 
Slips of tvroof tlit«eftiiwirei%cMi^ even «d the 
Ttry dodrsoT the fnerdiaim } «id I know not fy 
temantte a fight^ tts to^ from the envh'ons^ the 
ehiffifiie^ mads of fliips, an^the tGf)i$ of trtes^ fo* 
ptomifc^attmSj huMM togedief) itat it xl^oald^^^' 
qttiTc a degree of divination totdltvlietha'itisa 
town, ftfleet, oraferdft. 

The grandeft, a^ well as moft^igroiable ftreet 
in Rottendam, is the Bomlb 0$^ wMdh fies 
paraltd with the Made. Ckk Mb Me it is 
open to Ae river, and the other is di^amented 
with a ^rand facade of the heft houfes in^e city<^ 
-ffdiabited chieHjr by the Engltlh^ They ar^ five 
or fct ftortes high, mafiy^ and mery clutaff. 
liVherevct there is any attempt at ornament, it is 
the worft that canbe conceived^ One fees no 
Grecian architedure, except Devicemihhmtres, 
ftuck upon the top A* the Upper ftory^ wkhout 
filafters^ Ionic volutes, turnefrofieh die wr6ng 
way^ and an attempt at Corinthian capifUls, with- 
out any other part ^f the order* The doers are 
latge^ and ftuck with' great knoh^ 4nd dumiy 
carving. You afcend to them,- n6t iiv front, bwt 
by three or four fteps going up on eadh fidey arid 
you are aififted by iron raik-ofar-moft' immenfe 

. F 6 thicknefs. 
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tUbkiieC^* Tbefc boufes are idmoft all windoivy 
andtbe wi»doiriliutlers and frames being paintei 
green; the g)a& Juts. latt it green c^ i/i^^h is 
helped by the reAe^lion from the trees that ovej:«- 
ihadow their houfes, which) were it notibr thia- 
circttmftance, woiiI4be intolerably hot,from their 
vicinity, to thercapak* Mpft of thehoufea have 
loolang-{glafles.|4ac^d on the putfides of the wuvr 
dows, on both fides, in. order that they ^ay lee 
every thing which pafles up, and down the Uteet. 
The ftair-^caiesaie narrow, fteep, and come doi|9 
almoftio.the^oor* * The Bomb Quay is fobroad^ 
that there are diftii^d walks (pr carriages auKifc)ot 
^>ai&iigefs, lined and fbaded with a dpuUe row gf 
trees. You loojn over the river on ibme beautifnl 
meadows^ and a fine avenue of trees, which lead» 
to the Reft'houfe. It ieems to be an elegant- 
building, and the trees round it are £0 HEgokA as 
|o appear a thick wood. . . 

. This ftreet is at kaft h4f a mile in fength^ imi 
extends from thf Old to the New Head, the 
f wp places urii^e the water enters to fill the c;ir 
nals of ^ this extenfive city. I muft ob&rve,. that 
^^n water runs through a ftreet, it then. afiUmes 
the name <|f ^. canal, of which kind dieHcerea* 
fleet has the pre«cminence» The boufes are of 
free^ftone, and very Ipfty j the canal is ipaciouSy 

and 
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apd oovoed ^mVti ifoips. At one end ftaads the 
£ngU/b c]|ttr<^, a neiat pretty building, of wUcb 
the bifhop of London i& Ordimiy • 

Upon tfe Great Bridge, in the Grand Markettr 
place> is die ftatue of that wonderful man !Era£- 
miis. It is bigger than the Ufe, in brafs, and clad 
jA a J>o<^r>;growm Hcyrs^ born in 1467, and 
died at Friburg in AUace^ in the year X53lS« 

Near to the^market- place is the great cburdi of 
St. Laurence. From. the tower I had as extent- 
five a view as my eye could command, there be- 
ing neither hill nor wood to interj^upt myiightr I 
Cskw Delft and the Hague to die norths Doart, to 
|the Soutbv BriU>to theweft; Amfterdam,tothe 
eaft^ and Utrecht lies off to the fouth-eaft. 

There are four churches in Rotterdam of 
the eftabliihed religion^ whAclt ts Calvinifm, and 
twelve clergymen to attend them, wbofe ftipen4s 
are one hundred and feventy pdunds . per annum 
eafrhy. which is paid out of the revenues of tfa^e 
city. St. Laurence is> like aU other Dutch 
churches^ di veiled of ornament ;. gloomy and dark, 
by reaibn of the numberleis atcbievement^y, which 
are latng every where round the walls,, and which 
are in generaLof > black velvet, inn tb the^ arms bla> 
^ned^ encojE^pafl^ in a heavy black frame. 

Hook 
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TlboSon'the exchange, trfitdliras ftitflied^fill' 
1736, to be the fineft btuUfing;in Ro^tcerdam. h 
k a quadtangle of f^ee^ftotiey tridift Kg^iMlofikr. 
it is mud! neater,4hou^li not nedr lb large as our 
Royal Exchange. There isy fcofrcvef) nomerit 
ftithearchitcfttfre; , 

We laft n%ht litred a eoaefij. iR^ncIi'tihfkeiat a 
guilder ain hour, to taioe tic tcQ&lfts-Hagen, 1 
llttie village abmit half an hottr^ tfiftance. Th& 
mtd was very pleafimt^ being planted on each fide 
irtth trees.- There was nothing fufficiendjrcim- 
«U8 in the place itlelfto^drag as from Rotterdam v 
hut ft being; a pubKc fair,, we mftied to fee the 
humours of a Dutch Wake. Children's toys and' 
women's flippers feemed t6 make die chief figure, 
there being little elfe to be fold* 

We follow6d'the found cff a fiddb^into a littfe 

ale-houfe^. s^nd walked up ftair^ into a room full of 

peafants and tobacco. There were four girls* 

jumping about,, which they called dancing^, and 

thirty or forty, men fitting rourtd with their pipes 

-and tobaccO) admiring the a^ivity of the nymphs, 

and rolKng out fuch clouds of fmoke, that we 

'were ibon obliged to withdraw to avoid fuiFoca- 

tiofk From thence wc went to a bam to fee a 

Dutch tragedy and farce. Two- of the aftrefta 

' ' ' were 
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Were WefiMy pretif • But Dutc^.^e'imifiom cBir 
moiidiofbeau(y^«iPoiM'be fti^aiitidote to>l9Mc«^ 

Leaving Rottni^ftini ^n« w«nrtol>tiftiii.'tbe 
treckTchuyte, and walked t)irott(^ the %Qimf to- ite 
Hi^ite-gate, friiin^ we laand the iR)9t juft readjF 
topufiiolFr The ^anal from>.ihefice to Ryiwick i» 
flcirted wilh^ rows cf ekns*. Inftead of gbuig ett 
totfac Hague^ we go# out at Che tMridge^ Mi walk* 
ed dewA «9 the. village, atatiouc Mf a'mile'a iiU- 
tance. The jpalace » old, ttiirepai«ed and juiAmw 
ni&ed; fimeiia only for jdie peace made<here^ 4r 
ad^ntageoM to the Duceb,.' t>y tfte confirderatr 
powers of Europe^ with Lewis XIV, in t6^fm 
The Prinee now and thetor comcui thertf for half an 
fiovr, «nd amufts hinielf witii^eourAng h^ree in- 
the court yard, which is ^thki^ a watt about fifty 
yards fqi^e. A very princely re^reattoa i 

We dtned at the Strack-hufs^ and met with ^ 

« 

comfortaUe repaft, whkii we )itd<? expeded ja 
-fiich a place. In the cool of die evening we 
walked to the Hague, at thedtftance of two flmt 
flsilesy under ^ &ade of z row of elais.r 

The Hague in Firenchy k Hgf^. tb$ H^e^e^ 19 
•niy a village, not being walled, nor (ending de« 
puties to the fiatea. Neverthelefs, it is the refi« 
4ence of aU the foreign ambafladorss, the fisat of 
government, and, withoy t difpute, the moft bead-' 

tiful 
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tHul ptatcf upcfn earth. ^ Qn.the foutb fide IS^ 
Ddft^ <m tbe north the botffe in the Wood, Scher 
^cR Agf wd, the fea to the weil^ aod the great canal 
toLeydenoa theeaft. . ;,. 

The Hague is totally furrpiinded with a canal, 
over which are many bridges, and a row of lofty 
I trees ;borders the water's edge. The ftreels are 
(O ^tious, alnd fo much adorned with trees and 
. water, that you can icajrce conceive yourielf in a 
towni and there are fo many fquares and public 
.fdacfMiilaM. out inihady walks, and furrounded 
with (iich magnificent buildings, that it beggars 
all defcriptioA* 

I i/TiU mention two or thiee oflhe moft ftrilc^ 
ing parts of the Hagtie^ among which I think 
the Vyverburg has . tlhf -pre-eminence. It is a^ 
kind of fquare, confifting of feveral (hady walks ^ 
oh one fide, a row of magnificent houfes ; on the 
other, the V yver, which is a large bafon of water 
faced with ftone, two hundred yards in length, 
. and near one hundred in . breadth* In the ceu^t 
of it is an ifland planted with trees. One eAd ^ 
the Vyverburg opens to the Voof-'hout^ -which is- 
a large plantation of trees, in the, niiddle otyMcfx 
is the Mall, railed in on both fides*^ It i€.ilrewe<[ 
with fhfilk, as are all the walk^ in HoUaftd, theie 
being neither ftone nor gravel in the whole muiv* 

try. 



tiT* The walks are GOofeqiicntljritnpIea£mt^ as 

.' the Aelk nevei^ bind^ butcrumblbuicadafl^and 

feellfkelooibiiuidiaider jrourJKt*^' 

, The Neir FctnccfifciGiriiftisia row of pdaccf^ 

-^ rather than ef'^boiiies^ wbiab froiit the* wood, 

irom which thejr ajrb^videid by a bp6adpa;reinent 

anrfacanal.; Cafban-foeetasad^oiiungrinwliidi 

is the French' Plajh^ntfe; a neat little tbeatrc. 

. We were . at • the Cainedjr ^oo . Friday i evening. 

The aftors were tolerably good. . , 

. I toufttM>iimatit!inemiontngi the. Prince Gfafi^ 

which' is half a mife in. lengthy proportionaUy 

. brdad, and perfeiSJ^ fjtxsii^t^ with a caha) fllad^ 

« with trees,, running through the midft of it, ovier 

which ace thrown ntany fine ftone bridges, with 

: iron rails on them. 

One of the greateft curiofities in the .Hague, Js 
the Prince's Cabinet, which is open at twebe 
o'clodk t>tt 'Fridays, and sKrce^Ie t» all ftrangers^ 
wha'previoufly fend thetf nspnes. This houfe 
was piirchajfed of the Countefe of Albemarle, 
faces the Vyver, and i^ fituated at the corner, of 
the Qut^r Court, where the hociewguards .pacadf^ 

In.the firft^room you:ieeafniaU, but mofteai*^ 

cellent coUedion of Chinefe fwordSy knives, and 

«Aer inftrmbenis in gold, richly inlaid with preci- 

oiks &of^ f Ukiew-m^Sf bracelets, and. mack 

! female 



Imeiitisx^ood tMfAhn of flidh, ^among '«irlri<)k 

the C<mcha Vtwrit'aliiirnaiMJfcapetmy libtfae;^ 

-theJMipedbtiiig eoiindycanatagfiy s to :tkc naihe. 

. 4r tfaenhix«btoom iva IwUiaiidhowuiBitfeoiMs 

ftuiosy (fdffiiv ttiut^rab) andpelHAaims.; The 

libastfa i^^aiitiiisiit is iBUai with .vJkrioOt idniit 4)1 

.fef peats and fiudl anjnafe ; imd (the \s3k lOOm it^ 

•pnMiMsited wkhia^aitgeiooUeSaoiuof )bi«d& ex^ 

tremely weS prelM9eil« 

. TJiefewtbebeft fait of^lkCablnee, and there 
vatermany ;raip ijmicsiamoiig.thtfmi; hvtt die tcot^^ 

4ibice,4:<3ieded fay 6k Aflitoft^Lever, andas aci«(^ 
icxliibited atiLcndoa by 'Mr; tP^sUttfoo.* ^ 

The difpofition and neatne6)df ilie.wfadfeiy^ 
a4ttuaUe^iDd w«Biiinorth)r.<of aibaager*8 afteni>^ 

Tiie palaoeiof; die Stodthorder is fitnated m tbe 
caiuier of the town^, funaounded bj^ca mosiU Its 
mztenial^ippeaianceis'iaotvejpjih^nig, ibeingan 
aid inregakir buildings but a fitiec cc^keftisn of 
yiAuQes'by die ]>iitcfa.aiid Elenrifli jnaftdxa I have 
•«0«er ieea;. ^%eciaUy m.a.]fttk Tons osiUed the 
jBxudjV £lMbyiiieflmiftcapsld4^iQi)Krs. 

The Vit^ti) with ifae UtSbi. iafinc ; m Ikt 
liy Kaphaeli^: Adan ani^cv m JPivadife^ 

iiirrounded' 
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^tmomiei vnA'hMs and beaftsy-^'Broghef; 
"Portrait^ by 4lchibrtntft, Vand)*e^ mi 'Hans. 
Mblbeih. A Dutch kitcfaen full of game, }ifli, 
and Hdhj moft admirably done^ by Tenters. 
illany iandfcapes and fancy pieces, by 'Gabriel 
Metzu, Jan-Steen, Pottei:|arrd Wouvermans.^I 
lode oa Ais room to:he complete. There is not 
a pi6lure but may be dwelt on with di^ight. 

In the other apartments^among many fine pieces, 
you will finda«¥«ry*hHPget>iieby4'otter, painted in 
2647. The deHga is^ a peafant looking at his 
cattle. The flies on the cows feem alive, and a 
toad fitting* on the^ ra&has equalvexceMence» 

Abraham facrifictng I(aac, in ivory,, is inhnita* 
bly carved. ' : 

There are ibme fruit and g^me {Meces by 
Weemnx, well done ; an^ i>me excefieRfpieces 
^n copper, fcy RoAenamci. 

At a church neac the Hague we iaw many ftorks 
walking about as tame as our turkies. They are 
foraev4iat in ihape like a 'heron* Their MIour 'is 
white, ^and dieti: wings are tipped with blade» 
The/liiie.upon^he offal of^he fifh-market^ which 
is near the church, I -haveieen nimxbers of them 
in the fneado¥r5,^ottgh-they ixt efleemed birds of 
paflageyftnd in autumn they amiotvery rommom 
The •«uI^Hen»r;is^,'dl^<befr%srds are/firfend of 

liberty, 



Kbertyy. thai they will live osij, in^ a repuUic^ ;I 
am iiire^ in poiAt of policy^ th^y cannot iive ia a 
more deilrable country^ they hav^ mh and frogs 
in ad>!UMlance for their foody and the utmqft fecu* 
lityfor themfehres, it being^ d^ei^ed a cx^niQ to 
mal'treator kill them- . - / • 

. Tour /Ti!R;ough .HoiiA?na#I 
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SECT. LXXVjil.. 



OP LEYDEK. 



WE went in th^ trcckichuyte to Lcyden with 
a Dutch General we had lived with at the Table 
d'Hote at the Hague, The diftance was only ten 
miles ; but the whole canal being edged with fiim- 
,.mer-houies and gardens belonging to the inhabi- 
tants of thofe townsy vi^oini the fummer retire to 
tbefe ^little boxes> made the icene appear moft 
beautifu]^ and the diftai>ce nothing. 
^ / When we arrived at the inn we were recocn* 
. mended to, we. found it filled by the French Am-v 

.M^!f»iiV?^^ .Wa»t of >n inter- 

preter 



JDd met wlttf' tlii^^liyee^lifig^sMecim^^ * 
ces, which mcUfe me hUttMtf my %iidiMGe of At • 
Putck languagis i but at leagth we found die< 
(r«£jm jBtf/l^ aft E^igBfli hodf^ ahd'mtk 017 wants* 
vaniihedmydefire oft talking Dutch. - -: . . < 
'Leyden is efleendBdi in fN>int of fise, die fecdhd 
city in Holland» but kf trade is now iaconfi^ra* 
ble, which in die wootien manu&iSury.was form* 
merlyvery eartenfive. 'The city is fiih^Hmdedi 
with a rampart and a wide canal. The moft ele« • 
gant ftraet is the Broad-ftreet^ wiich.runs fnkv 
the Hague-^te to At Ut^eeht-^te. k is a little^* 
on the cunre, which adds, I think, ainch ttoits* 
beauty. " The pavement is extremely finci and 
the ftpeet fifes in die center like the new paved 
ftreets in London. Itisveryfpacious, u&mieeA* 
are moft of the ftreets in Leyden. Among^ An^. 
canals the Rapinhury is the moft beautifaU . Th«. 
houibs are magnificent; die bridges ftonc^ wiAb^ 
iron rails; and there are trees on each £de of tbc» 
canal. Jt is fajd |ha| there are 145 bridges^ and 
180 ftreetsjn the city of Leyden. The Old Rhine, 
runs Jthrough this town, and lo&s itfelf in dioilit- 
xleVilhge of Catwiek, wbich-lies in the xieigh^ 
bourhood. 
The univerfity is the moft renowned of the five 

which 
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Atevsi 9g(ib)ft';d}i»*%(nbrdtjdui^i^i$ir fminM^' 

•war, andcxtremtltdsi'ofrllfliiiiciK . ... 
Th^ Mafaitytab0tedftn»M^^ 

4il^iii^'Iodgrift4iieftMra|V.tiaAafi oot'dliftta^' 

tli«:klunMd Scalig^ Lipfi«t^jSidmafitt8|irai Bi^ 
c» 4i» [ vf ytnidt^ fi> mitob refntitmi fay^thek fco 
tuMi «l)id brought fhi^f«sfirtai'«dirpf0ts<)^ 
ftpeto Atlefld ikeim 
. Tb^Bdtwnic GaedM Jns alw^s btte onr!*? 
<dlrmeftfcfp«£tsiUein'£itrope^ both oa aocoimt 
ttf jdie femoof profeflbrs who have prefidtd^ovcrjt^: 
^Mi the miAAberof cmiQitts cxntxcs gDowing i^ it| 
«jai^ be ftcA ill Boerhaave^^ and Vuttbof€ai%' 
oltidpgiiei* It is ittcely arnogcd^ and JniplviA 
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xbttafiiba oC antifue niai&ie%* .given bjr» G«nndc 
PafKi^GodifaB,. a> baigo-raafler: of Atiifttrdaitu; 
I cannot omk mcndontng^keilatues'^if iIenBuIcs»% 
^ffiabchttsiesiiiig: ana; £iwiH actui<hd by a ty« 
•gn) ofiap AbMndamria as«big as:thqiife| and-ofsAi 
ndced;A^M>UDf • ail .y^fakfa iikve erpecial:mcrin 
■ AijmMfftaf!tm^&9it^$isAt Nizoral Pbflofo^ 
phy School, in which ledures are. read^ Yoo^ 
will fiadin it* agood coUefiion of natarai canofi* 
ti^; . fonae: very fine pctrifiifiions $ inpasticulaiE^'. 
ai|iieQeit>roaIp^ . one fidb: of. which has been ptiiHh^' 
ed^ : and yie% hbih in iBHrdnefeandt cotoux; with taiti 
agate. Sttncxacionspieces.of: cryfiai, formed/ 
bfrnatuTQ to an japex^ wiA £x ianglca, > as-^'exaft 
and ds:£nelj pdiAed as if; the pcodu£tion .of art.* 
AiBAcdihd die Medii&'s Head, from a thouiand 
litde fibres .darting out £^am it» body - iii a 'Ciwle 
Ufcetwifled rays. Tiiit,i inJtfel^ is very cori**^ 
ous $ bat the exa£l reprefentation of it ia a^nai^ 
ttural agate, is .mucb n»9te ib» 

But I tUnk.cHie ^ the greateft cariofisies is the 
afteftos fronv Tranfylv^nia; It is a ftonrwith a^ 
fofedown on iclike v«lve^' of a dove£oh)ur« Of: 
this 19 made both papec^and finen; wefawfainplei; 
of bothi The very pecuiiar property of it is, that 
fite has n0od&£l on.it> : for it ftilL continues its> 

fotm unchanged and unconfumedt 

Amonf 
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Among: die beafts was an ermine,', about the 
fize and (hipe oFa woa&L This. little aninlal is 
faiearful of dirtying its ikin, that it would fooner 
lofe its liberty &an its cieanlinefs. .. >. 

There was a kind of toad which brings €oiih 
ks young from its back. . On obferving it, we 
perceived infinite numbers of young toads adhe* 
ring to the back,^ which appearadlike die brohtn 
fcales of a fifli.' 

The toad-fi(h (torn America is an extraordina- 
ry creature. It is fer the firft fix months a t<s»ad, 
then changes by degrees into a fifli. . This had 
half comjdeted its trahsformatidn, having the tail 
Df a fiih, with the head and (ofc parts of^ toad« 

The Penna Marina belongs to die animal ipe- 
cies. It is the produSion of the ocean, looks like 
a plant, and is notbing'morethan aftem of about 
twoinches long, \i»th a kind of feather at the end 
of it, not unlike a quill with part of the feather 
oiitoC 

Among the feathered race, the moft ctirious 
was the Hydraeorax Indicus; the only one inJEu- 
rope ; larger than a turkey— black*— " Roftro u- 
nicorni, cornu recinrvo,"^-*-— ^if I mayexprefs 

« 

myfelf in the technical terms of Ornithology% 

There was an immenfe beaft, called the Hippo* 
potamus, as large as an elbphant, its colour black, 

with 
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wiA a TCfW.6f grinders in die interior part of te 
Viimtliy, Wfides a good number in front. 

Tour tHRoucH HoLtANp» 



S E C T, LXXIX. 

OF AMSTERDAM. 

AMSTERDAM i^ fituated on the river Am- 
ffel, and an arm of the Tea called the Y; at the 
mou&of the Zuyder Sea, and is buiH in the forih 
of a crefcent. It is fortified with a fofle of great 
depth and width^ with a rampart of earth faced 
wi& brick^ ftrengthened with twenty>(ix baftion% 
in eacli of which ftands a wind-mill, ornament- 
ed with eight magnificent gates of free-ftone, built 
either in a femi-circular or octagonal Ihape. In 
all the chief ftreets are canals ihaded with trees^ 
the grandeft of which is the Heere-^graft, or canal 
of Lords. This is the place of refidence for th6 
bankers and chief merchants ; for here every one 
is in trade. The few nobles of Holland refide al- 
ways at the Hague. Thofe ftreets in which ther<? 

Vol II G are 
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«re.no cans^ are vilely narrow. The Nels, in 
which we'live, I had the curtofity to meafure, zad 
it is only fixteen feet wi(|e. - T|re houfes are loftyi 
and the bridges are chiefly of ftone. 

The fpuares are neither fpacious Jior elegant* 
The dam is the largeft, in which the Stadt^houfe 
is fitua^ted ; but it is Irregulai^ and vilely disfigu* 
red by a weighing houfe. The others no more 
deferve the name of fquares, than Clarei^markeit 
©r Palace-yard, Weftminfter. 

This populous city conjiained ^6^03$ houfes i$L 
1732, and is fuppofed, according to the beft cal- 
culations to contain at pirefeot ;s,50,x>oo iidiabi- 
t^nt9p though ijt wjas ».t the be^nningof tbr diir« 
leenth century, an ijciconfiderahle fiihiag village 
on thf? edge of a morafs,. which. #s now covered 
?vith buildings^ erased upon piles of limber^ drio 
yen j^Xo the eart;h> at immenfe labour and expeiice^ 
If or thfi foundajtion .only of one towei;^ 60QO ^rees 
yrere rammed into the ground. . Not withftandiiig 
thefe precautions, the m^gifb^t^ are fo af^re* 
he^ftve of the foundations, that very few coaches 
are Uc^enfod^ The carriages in general are fixed 
pn fledges^ dra^n .by one hor/e, xJofi driver aitend* 
ing on fpou 

There are fifteen churches of the eftablifhed, 
thatiS) tbeCalviniftic religion, whicbare ferved by 
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Airty mxmfters, equal in authority and rev^mie^ 
Tbcgf are allowed two Imndred and forty pounds 
per annwB each, vrtich i|S paid by the city« 

The moft ftupendoiis undertaking in this city is 
the Stadt-lioufe, which you enter by feven fmall 
gates, parallel to each other, xnftead of one mag^ 
nificent portal, -equal to a front, which extends 
itfelf 282 feet, whofe heighth is 116, and thi$ 
breadth 232 feet% The building is of ftone, with 
pillars of the Corinthian order. It is erefled on 
13,659 piles of timber^ and was finiihed in 1655* 
Op the top isa^ftatue of Alas in brafs, bearing 6n his* 
&ouklersa*cqpper.globe^£nd to be larger than that 
of St. Peter's at Rome;; and on the center is a 'cu«- 
polay from whence is an extenflve view of the city 
and its environ^ The piles coft I00i|000l. The 
whole expence was completed at two millions. 
Verfailles coft only 8oo,oool ; the Efcurial, one. 
millions and St. Paul's, one million five hundred 
tlioufand pounds. It is upon record, that St^ 
Peter's at Rome, with all that is contained in it# 
has coft near thirteen millions fteriing.. 

The cornices of the rooms are finely carved, 
&e floors laid with marble, and the fides pf 4ihe 
apartments lined either with marble or valuable 
paintings. Over the doors and chimney-pieces 
arcfeveral hiftorical pieces in baflb relievo, iniqjd-, 

G2 'tably 



eMy executed in Ttaltan marble, and there are 
fbme deceptions iir a kind of grey p2Hnting> to 
imitate ba(K) relievo, (efpecialty of fome children} 
by De--Wit, (6 finely touched, that the moft cri- 
tical eye at half the diftance of the room would be 
deceived. 

A large piece, by Vanderhelft, is deftrvedly 
efteemed* It is a feaft given to the Spanifli Am* 
bailador by the burgo^mafters .of Amfterdam, on 
tire making peace betweeil , the two countries in 
1648. But the b^ft piece is by Vandyke^ which 
reprefents an entertainment, where you fee the 
portra[its of all the .confiderable peribns of the city. 
An old grey haired man is fo much admired ia 
)diis wonderful picture, that feven diottfand guil- 
4ers wtre oiFered to cut out die flbid. 

The Sttadt-houfe ts admirably contrived for 
p.ublic utili^. Here is the bank, fiippofed to be 
the richeft in Europe; here are the courts of 
juftice, the prifons for criminals and debtorS| die 
chambers of the Senate, the Treafury, th^ maga- 
zine of arms, and in ibort^ ill die publfc offices, 
with tight large jcifl«rns of wattr on the top, 
with pipes to every room to extinguifh fires. 
The citizens hall is th egrandeft, being one hun* 
d^ed and twenty feet by fifty-feven, and ninety 
ftel higK: It is paved with marble^ in which are 

ftained 
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Aajae^ the tf rreftrial and celefti^l globes. Tin 
fides, the roof, and the pillars^ are all of marble; 
but there always is fomething wanting ; ■ ■■ ■ 
thelitis not light enough to admire with accuracy 
the wonderful magnificence of this apartment. 

From the Stadt-houfe you crofs the Dam to the 
Exchange, which is not to be compared with that 
of Rotterdam in beauty, nor to our Royal £x» 
cbage in fize. The building is of brick, and at 
full change, if appearances may be relied on, was 
crowded with the moft blackguard fellows on th« 
Eice of the earth* In the afternoon I paid a fecond 
vifit to the Exchange, to fee the city militia perw 
form their exercife ; to which every man is fub* 
je£^ unlefs he makes a pecuniary compenCuioxw 
Thoie, therefore, who from their poverty can* 
fiot, or from their avarice^ will not pay. the fine^ 
are obliged to ferve. . Here penury and parfimony 
were coUe^d together in fuch various habits 
(ibr &ey have no regular uniform) as to make the 
moft ludicrous group imagination can fuggeft* 
A giant and a dwarf, at FalftaiF and a Sender, U 
bob wig and ihock head of hair, iti coats of all 
the cdours of the rainbow, joined moft hetero* 
geneoufly together to form a rank, in which eve« 
ry man followed his own inventioni in as many 

G3 dif^ 
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different attitudes and manoeuvres, as there were 
men to make them. 

In the evening we went to the theatre, which, 
like all playhoufes, our own excepted, is dark, 
long, and fmall. The pit is excellent, having 
feats with low backs, and marked widi numbers, 
to diftinguifh the feat of each perfon, by which, 
both crowding and difputes are prevented. This 
is the only houfe I ever faw abroad, in which 
there are feats in the pit, or parterre^ as it is cal- 
led. It is under the controul and direAion of the 
city. The magiftrates receive the money, de- 
fray the charges, and pay the adors. The red- 
due is applied to the maintenance of die -poor^ 
and to the fupport of the different hofpitals. 

Every rope-dancer, puppet-player, as well zs 
ail others who pretend to entertain the public, arc 
obliged to contribute one third of their profits to- 
wards the maintenance of the poor. 
^ On Friday we looked into the Rafp-boufe, 
which is a prifon foe criminals, as well as for 
children who are profligate or difobedient. The 
former are confined in a fmall room, chained to a 
Hock, and fpcnd their whole time in £iwing or 
ra/ping Brazil wood, or in other work equally la^ 
borious. I was ihocked at the fight of fo many 
of my fpccies, naked to the waift, worn out with 

labour^ 
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Iibbur, pale With tonfinement, and'eiAacfateJby 
want. Yet how much wiTer this method than* 
the £ngli(h law^ Which^ for thirteen* pence de« 
prives a man of hk life,- and the king of a fubje6i, 
whom the Do^cb fhow ^ may be made ufeful ta' 
the public. 

. From thehce i*e - wenr to the Spih-houfe, for ' 
the corpe^tion, but iioty I think,- for the amend-* 
j»ent of loofe women, as every one is permitted ' 
t^ fee and converfe with them thrfOugh thfe rails, 
\iri^ich can oidy hirden them in impudence. We 
walked into the New Ghm-cb to fee'a bujciak In 
tbia nation of induftry, tfhne h too precious to be 
tomplinieinived away on Ac dead, who can mak« 
fhpf» no return; therefore the ceremony of pray-^ 
en is laid afide as Aiperfluous. The cofEn is in* 
tently put' into the g^^ve, which is immediately 
fitled up. The relations bow, and return to their 
avocations. The organ in this church is inferior 
otdy to the organ at Harlem. The pardtion 
which divides dM chancel from the nave, is of 
Gorintbian brafs. The founding board over the ' 
pulpit is juftiy admired for the inimitable carving 
with tvhich it is ornamented. From thencb we 
prpoeeded to die Admiralty and Dock-yard, which 
are (Ituated at the extremity of the quay. The 
Admiralty fornix diree fide^of afquare^ inth^ 
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ifuddle of which is the yard lor bfiHiiig of Aie 
n^en of war^ the fourth fide is open to- the wat^« 
Here is not an appearance to be feared by the £iig« 
liib, though much to be admired for the.excellent 
order in which the arms and ftOres are difpofed* 

Among the number of hofpitals in thij» city, the 
X?aft-hoaie for the fick is ^he moft worthy a 
ftranger's viiiting. ItJs an elegant ftone qua^ 
drangle, at the end of which are fome neat little 
ihops for toys, lace, &c* The revenue of diia 
hofpital is computed. at eight thpuf^nd . ppun^ 
fterling a year, which is a large fum; bi|t .thie 
Genefal hofpital for men at Madrid, contains oi|^ : 
thouiand five hundred iron beds, and its reve^ii^ 
amount^ to forty thoufand douUoons.£ about d&«r^'? 
thoufand pounds fterling. ... 

. There is an hofpital wher<s all ' poojc: trayeller^ 
without diftindiion are lodged aud efiqnrtaiiiedfor 
three nights, and no longer. 

It is computed that twenty thoufsind fouls ale 
maintained in the different hpfpit^s^ which aitr 
eithel: endowed or fupported out pf ih^ puUio re- 
venue, ^ffifted by the cpntribt^ions t(. Ch< €h^ 
/irable;. for which purpofe, ni^n belon^ngfe iht 
hp(pitak.go twice a week to eve^y hoi^e begpng * 
for alms. . . - 

. . OorSatttiday moriuAg we went to the Fortu- 

gttefe 



gixeib S]mag6gite ; which is a large fpacious buQd* 
ing filled with a nuinerous congregation. The 
womea fit together in a gallery, with lattices be- 
fore them. The men fit below on benches wi& 
tawiifes* on, which they throw over dieir fliould-^ 
ers; and I declare, at firft fight, I took tfa^ whole 
aflemUy for old-elodies men, Wkh ^ir bi^s 
over their arms. 

There ai% Tome regulations ih the police of 
Amfterdam, which wo«iId be well wbrthy pf imi** 
tatioA in London. You never meet a watchman 
alone; two ^ways walk togethti^ by which means 
they add ftr^gdi as Well as give courage' to each 
other. Many a houfe is brol^e open in London, 
and many a fober citizen is knocked down in the 
prefence of a wtitchman, who either from fear or 
knavery fufiers the villains to efcape* 
- There is another admirable cuAom to prevent 
the fpreading of fire, by giving almoft an immediate 
alarm. On the tops ot four churches, fituated at 
four different quarters of fhe city, watchmen Urc 
fixed during the night, who ar^ obliged to founfd a 
trumpet every half hour, as a fignal of their ;be^ 
ing awake and on their duty. On the breaki)^ 

* The^slft ii a kiiid of fcil> |encrally thr^wa over Ui« 
ibo«14trt| fottttiiaes0nrthef«cc 
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out of a fire thcy.rin^r the alarm bell, which calk 
their brethren to the fpot in a moment. Of what 
fervice would a plan fometbing fimilar to this be 
in our metropolis i 

, There are few general convemences which 
carry not a mifchief along with them« .CanalS) 
^forinftance^ are great ornaments to the ftreet?, 
and of infinite ufe to the inhabitants ; but the mif- 
chief is, that qiany an hen^ft man loofts his life in 
Aipfterdam> who in London would only lofe bis 
n^oneyi for the villains firft rob him, and then 
pulh him into die canal,, to prevent his telling 
tales;, thus charitably eafiag him of his mox^y> 
left the weight of it {houtd fmk him^ 

I muft not omit mentioning die neatnefs of the 
people;, but in this they have no merit;, for the 
neatnefs of ^ir houfes and cleanlinefs of their 
towns proceed firom neceffity» Su(;h is the moif- 
ture of the air,, that were it not fpr.thefe cufto|n9> 
peftikntial diieafes would be the confequeQce,. 
>vbu:h> careful as they are,, now often happen. 
I^is perjpetual dampnefs in the atmo^hece rufts 
metals and rppulds wood, which obliges the inhai* 
iMtants, not from a principle of neatnefs, but of 
oeconomy, by fcouring the one and painting the 
other, to feek a prevention or a. cure» Hence 
arifes the neatnefs, whlchr by people who judge 

only 



CfAyhy a{>pearances is called naturtd'j but iiuteetf 
Qoft nation^il cuftoms are the efieds of unob- 
ferved caufes and neceffities* In tbi$ country the. 
mind is perpetually ftruck widi wonder and admi- 
ration. If mathematicians are to- be credited.* on 
the meafiire o^ (he two elements^ they found the 
ftay* eve^ in ac^m,: above half a foot higher than 

• * - 

the land. The waves are phecked by an infinity 
of fa^(}r)iiUS|, wlHch lie along the coaft* Add to 
diis natural d^nce,^ a:dyke of twenty feet high, 
\9ffDty^^ve feet broad at bottom,: ^nd about tea 
^ t€)», runpii^.piirallel to .th^ higb*w«ter mark. 
TU$^^ is mad^.of day, ftrengthene.d» tp>wards the: 
la^iwith j)lanj^s and ftone, to>vards th^. water. 
tljthirufliQS^ fea«weedsy and flags ih^kedv down^^ 
which give iiyay to the force of the waves, and re- 
&me their place again, when they retire* ' Q,<dd^ 
(mith ha^ 4^VNVLSi, very elegant picture of this. 
eountry in his admirable poem of th.e Traveller « 

' « WhUc tlie >eiit octfih ri (Tng o*er tlie pjf^; 

« Sett an AnphilSous Vlrofld beneath him fa&Vt y '* *" 

'. " The flow canalit the yel low WoflbmM y^ . .u ,. » 
<< The willow turfed bank, the gliding failj 
<( The crowded mart, the cultivated plaiii>- 
^ A new cfeatidh refcu«d frott his re^^*' 
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It is wendeTful,v that in a country Without a 
ftone or pebble, there ihould be ftone edifices th^ 
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tree (two little woods e)^ce^^) the- Dutch raerf 
h die fecond in d»e worM. Wttkt)Wt eraUe huf^^ 
Atytup^y half Europe trfih corns ahd^itha' 
traift of; coimtryi fearc^r larger ^ah an Engtth 
county, they can nife tutti zhi thdtkf to ihate* 
thcmfi^es of imporianci; in tht €ft^ di iht fkft 
po^er in Chrift^^tdom. 

< Fa^bfoextraoitiiitaryrequiteexpIaifatioiK Let 
it then be remembered, thatthk ftate was fbuiuM 
m Liberty and Rdigion; \^ h^s^tdb^Inddlrjr 
and CEcooomy, and has flburiffisd by its fittfation 
and cbomierce. The bigotted maddma 6f Phffi^ 
IL the ititrodii£Kon of the Inqnifition, and tlie 
areding of fourteen new biihoprieks iff Ae Lo«r 
Countries, the unrelenting rigour of thi CarduiiA 
Granville, and the fuce^eding crudity of AeDuloe 
4f Alva» together with the Council of Twelve^, 
called the Council of Blood, and the execution of 
Count Egmont axxl Horn, were the caufes which 
drove the pec^k to ihake off the ydce, and gave 
rife to the union of Utrecht. Perfeverihg valour, 
joined to the fx>litical affiftance of other powers, 
has been the means of their preferving their inde- 
pendence, >^ile the decline of the Venetian navy 
has made them the common carriers of Europe^ 
and the w^s in Flinders and fttuation of HoUaml 

have 
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Hve coBTpired to render Amfterdatn the feat olP 
snhrerfid commerce. 

THI the beginmng of the fixteenthcentury, 
Venice by its fhipping, and Florence by its ma- 
hufadories, poflefled the whole trade of Europe^ 
Perfia, and the Indies; but the difcovery of a paf* 
fige to the Eaft, by the Cape of Oood-Hopey 
atki A^ fettiemehts of die Portuguefe in India, 
i^^ed fatkl tb the republic of Venice. Liibon 
tben became the ftaple of die trade to the £aft« 
Indies^ and iS^e Eaflerlings who inhabited the 
Hans Towns were die great merchants of die 
North.— They Brought commerce firft to Bruges, 
and from theiice to Antwerp, which the revolt of 
theNedierlands drew afterwards to Holland. The 
Dutch likewife, by their fuccefs againft the Pbr- 
biguefe ioindia, and by dieir treaties widi the 
natives, tn process of time drew the whole trade 
of India from Liibun* 

Their country is moft admirably fituated for 
the trade of the Baltic, which includes Norway, 
Denmark, Sweden, Ruffia, Poland, and the North 
coaft of Germany, while they fend merchandize 
into the; interior parts of the Empire and the Au- 
ftrian Netherlands, by the Rhine, Maefe, and 
Scheld. It muft likewKe be confidered, that each 
Wwn values itfelf upon fome particular branch of 

trade^ 
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iradc^ by which it is imfirpved tq the utmplfK .^> 
lor inftance, Delft for the Dutch porcelaii); Sar-^ 
damforfhip building; Rotterdam for the Scotch 
and Englilh trade; Amfterdam.for^ that, of the 
StrcightS) Spain^ and the £aft*]^ndies; and di9 
whole province for the Herring Fiftiery, whick 
fuppltes the ibuthern pacts pf£uiio|ie. Thus the 
greatnefs of this coi^ntry* has arifea from a won- 
derful concurrexKc.of circumftances-; from a long 
eourfe of timej from the confluence of ftranges$> 
driven either by perfecutioii) or invited by. the 
Credit of their government; fron^ die c}»eagne& 
of carriage by the convenience of the canjals; 
from the low iatereft of money and dearnefs of 
land, whiefa confeqpently turn fpecie into trade; 
from particular traffic carried on at particular 
places; from their intenie application to their 
navy; from the vaft nurferies for their failors, 
and from their amazing acquifitions ii;L the E^aft-* 
Indies. All thefe circumftances have confpired 
to make this little republic the envy and admira-' 
tion.of the^\^OFld. 

TOUK TJHROVGH H0U.AKD. 
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SECT, LXXX. 

A SINGULAR H£A'D^DRES9^-^A SII^OULAlt 

CUSTOM— SIR WILtlAM fEMPtE's 

OPXKXOir OF HOhhAHXy^ 

, THE head-drtft m( the women.iiv North Hoi* 
kodis very exirsiordiDary.' They have a little 
hair cut fliort and thin,, vriiicb is combed down 
en the forehead and powdered* The cap fticks^ 
cl^fe to. their earSy under which are two little 
pieces of filver or gold, which appear at each 
ttmple,. and a large piece like a broad ribbon is 
uruler the cap, on die- back part of th^ head* 

A Angular cuftom is likewife retained in this 
country o£ having a door in every houfe, which is 
never opened but when a corpfe is carried out, 
which muft be brought through that door, and no 
other. I think there is fomething uncommonly 
folemn in it^ and fuch a door in every houfe 
would be an admirable memento to the family. 

Hbying made the tou« of the v^hole Brovince of 
Holland, and fuffered nothing curious to efcape' 
me, my head, atprefent,. is a confufed medley of 
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dykti M<! pidures, churches and canals^ bridges 
and ftadthoufes, but a void in refpcSt to die cu(^ 
toms, police} and manners-cf the people, the only 
ufeful knowledge to be acquired by travelling. ' 

I have (een enough to confirm me in the juft- 
neft of Sir William Temple's opinion, who, in 
fpeaking cf Holland) if my memory miflcdds me 
not, fays, '^ That it is a country where the earth 
is better than the air, and profit more in requeft 
than honour^ where there is more fenfe than Wit, 
fxiore good-nature than good-humour, and more 
wealth than pleafure ;<-^where a man would chufe 
rather to travel than to live ; ihall find more tjiihgt 
to obfjbrve than defire : and more perfons to efteen 
liMuitDlovc..'' 

ToUtt TKROUGH HOLtAKD. 
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4W ANTWERP AND BRUS^tU. 

THE approach to the tity of Antwerp is noble) 
by a ftraight paved road, bordered with oaks. It 
is the capitad of the province vhok tmae it bears, 

belonging 



MM^ngt^ the AiiftrianNcAerian^S) fm<I unAet 
fbt dommiofi of tbe Enq^eror. It is fimated on 
the eafteui fliore of liie Schdd, a noble river, 
twenty ieet deep at low water ; fo diat fliips of 
gfcaC burden may ui^Ibad upon the quays, or enter 
the town by eight canals, which conununtcate with 
die river, feme of which are large enough to con* 
Uin an hiind^ed fbips at the &me time. 

The city IS much decayed from its ancient gran« 
deur though it ftill remains a beautiful place: It 
ift built in the form of a crrfent, about feven miles- 
lo circumference, forrounded with a wall and 
baftioiks fiiced with ftone. The top of the WaU If 
an hundred feet broad^widi a double row of tree% 
between which is a moft agreeable walk* Tht 
ftreets are welj pavsed, very fpaeious and uniform;- 
Tbe houfear in genersd are ieven or eight ftories 
btgb, but old, and in that miiendile flyle of biiiM^ 
'utkg which disgraces, the towns in Holland* At 
the difta^ce of a quarter of a mile is the citaded, 
bttHf by ^ Dttke of Alva, to keep the city in 
ftil^e^on* It ftand# on die banks of the Scheldt 
and codMnflUida at once the river, the city, an<i 
the afiacent countty*' It is built in a pentagonal 
for A| WiA five baftions^ which d^end each other, 
(lurroimdfil with double ditches. 
x\ Ta 



To ifais citadel is criy^si^ entmhci^ ^Pvts^h'i^ 
#ver a di^w-bridge. It is about a mile in cii^ 
cumierence, and weir fupi^ied widi arms, am-- 
munition, and all wariike ftores,« with barracks 
for dii«e thoufand men. Thi« fortrefs has been' 
of (tsch repute for ftrength and regularity, that 
it. has been a model for fubfeqaent cihgineers ; 
notwithftanding which the French in 1746 took 
it in feven days. 

The trade of Antwerp is now confined to very 
narrow limits, though fatate as the^middk of tbe 
fixteenth century, there were two hundred thoi^ 
(uid inhabitants, two thoufand fivebcRidred ibips' 
lyin^ often in the river at a time j and it was'far 
from unfrequent for five hundred veflels to coaoc^ 
in or go out of the harbour in a dayr 
' The Irade of Antwerp in the yeaar 1550,'if flit 
aoaals of their city can be ieUed on, amounted lo^ 
one hundred and tfairty-*three millibns of goM^ 
Y^ithout including the bank. .... * 

As aninftance of the s^axing opulence bf di# 
Qierchants^ there is a flocy upon record,- iof> John' 
Daens, a me8c];rant,. who JenframiiIi(Mix>f'g^dti^ 
Charles V,. to. carry oa his wars. jnHtti^ryU 
The .emperor oh his return dined with the oitr« 
chant, who gave him a nioft. fumptuons cntftftai n-* 
ment, and at the clofe of it burnt the contract by 
which the emperor was bound to pay him a mil- 
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][ion of gold^ in a fire of cinnamorr, which wai" 
the only fire during the repaff. 

The rife of their trade was as rapid as the de- 
dine, and both proceedied from the fame caufes. 
At the beginning of the fixteenth century Bruges 
w^s die mart of Europe; but the war at that time 
breaking out in Flanders, the merchants with- 
drew from Bruges, and were invited to Antwerp^ 
as a place of greater fafety, whoie iituation was 
happily calculated for commerce. But this did 
not laft long, for the civil wars breaking out iti 
the Low Countries, and Antwerp having twice 
been (acked, drove trade to feek a more peaceful 
refuge in Amfterdam. 

Tbe eftablifhed religion is the Catholic ; the 
language Low Dutch; but a baftard kind of 
French is (poken by moil of the inhabitants. 

We have been fo fortunate as to fee a grand 
proceffion in honour of St. Rocque. ITie whole 
Mer, the moft magnificent ftreet in Antwerp, was 
illilminated with torches, and many hundred pea* 
pie in procelSon with flambeaux, followed by 
the Virgin Mary, precious relicks, the Hoft, anct 
an infinity of fuch kind of trumpery, amidft the 
chorus of voices, Xerpents,* and trumpets. 

Th<j 

*' Lc Serpent a it wind inftrument vrbich is ufed in all Ro- 
■nan Catholic cborcbes, where the Toices arc accompanied wiiK 
■ao£ck. 



The Whote road from Antwerp* to Bruflels 
'h delightful. Bruflels is the capital of Bra*- 
bant and of all the Auftrian Nether)ancts« . It 
is the refideiice of the Governor-General of th^ 
Low Countries. It is twenty- four miles fouth 
of Antwerp^ and thirty fouth-eaft of Qhent, fitu^ 
ated on the Senne, an inconfiderable riVer. The 
icite of this city re^mbles Guildford^' being built 
on the brow of a hill. lu figure is oval^ about 
four miles in circumferenoe> fiirrounded with a 
wall and tolerably fortified. The Low Towa Im 
the benefit of canals, wlvicb admit boats o£ con* 
fiderable burden* 

The upper town is magnificent^ and has lately 
b^n much improved by new buildings^ ^.hy 
inclofing a piece of wafte ground, Ranting it^and 
laying it out in walks* ^ . . 

The arfenal {lands on the top of the Hreet called 
Montagne a la Cour* There is fome old armour 
in it of neither curofity hot ufe ; except an iron 
ibield, which no fword can pierce, ani a fleel 
ihield fo finely enjgraved that the figures feem 
refleSed from the polifb, not to be etched in 
the fteel. The niceil touch cannot perceive the 
leaft fcratch^ notwitftanding which the figures 
appear to be flron^ly marked, when the ihield is 
held obliquely* 

Juft 



Juft below the arfenal is the Palace of the gQ« 
vernor of the Auftrian Netherlands. The pre* 
fent palace is not «iere-thanhalf finiflted. Tbefe 
was upon diis ^t an old one, whiph was bought 
of the Priaee^f Orange, at the iiaaf the grand 
palace was burnt, in which was a moft capital 
>€oUe£tioli of {M&ires, efpecially of Hubens's, 
which widi many valuable curioftties perifhediii 
Ae flames* 

Theftftinrafeof the prefect palace is vary mag^ 
fttficent. Tlie fteps areof naarble^ andthe baliitC. 
I^ade of iron, gilt^ and adorned wi& compait* 
ments e( b^ds and beafts, nicely executed in )»• 
Kflied4eel by Triefte* The ceiling is painted cf 
Frefco. 

The apartment of Ae Princefs is hung with 
ibe BruflUs ts^ftry, which is brought to great 
perfedlion* The floors ^re all inlaid with mabo* 
gany and box. The I^ncefe^s cabinet is muck 
admired^ being covered throughout wkhtberfiiieft 
}apan. The laOe Prince was a great mechanic^ 
and had a cabinet of curiofiiies trifling enough, 
anumg which were two boxes, containing all the 
commoA tf9idcs in minature^ 

TOVR TH^yGH HOUAKP* 
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■S E C T. LXXXIU 

OF BARCBLdNA IN SPAIK. 

, TIfiS city is a Tvreet fpot* The air-equals in 
purity^ and much excels in mildnefs, ibt boafttd 
ctimate of Montpelier. Except in thc4a|g»day$| 
jFOii may havt green peafeall the year round. The 
£tuation is beautiful^ the appearance both from 
land and fea remarkably pi^urefque. ^. A grea^ex^ 
tent.of fruitfiil.plain% bounded by an amphk^eatM 
fif hills, backs it on the weft ^de i the mMMain 
of Montjuich defends it on die fouthfrom the un* 
whole feme. wind^ that blow.pver the marfbe^ at 
the mouth of the Llobref at ; to the northward^ 
die coaft ^projcfHng into ^e fea form& a noble 
bay.; it has the Mediterranean to dole 4ke proA- 
peft to <the eaft. The &ivirons are in a fta;te of 
high<cultivation« ftudded with village^ country 
oufeS| and gardens. 

. Ilhe/ormtof Barcelona is almoft circulai;, <thc 
Roman town being on the higheft ground in .the 
center of the new one. The ancient walls arp 
HiH vifible in feveral places ; but the fea has re«> 
tired many hundreds of yards from the port gates. 

One 
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One of theprincrple Gothic churches, and a whoft 

xpsLTtcr tS the tfrty, ftaad upon the hxi9% ftat 

Hwre once thelyottom of the harbour. The iml 

ihenfrloads of fand Hurried dbwn int6 thefea by the 

mers, and thrown back by wind and[ current int6 

thisbaven, will, in all probability, choakxtqutt^ 

ii|^ unlefs grciatcr diligence 1)e u&din preventfing 

the gaAering of the ihods/ A ibudieriy mok 

brings in the fand, and already a deep-loaded vtC 

(A finds k dan^rbuf to pafs over the bar. Some 

years ago a company of putch and Engfifh a^I 

venturers dSered to teing the river into Ae port 

by means of a canal, if government woiffd sfflbvir 

ttem a fiee importation for ten years. This pro* 

jeA might have cleared away the fand-banks, "but 

might alfo have given a fatal check to the' infant 

nianu(a6hires of the country ^ for which reafon 

thepropofal was re)e£bd» The port is hand- 

Ibme^ the mok is all of hewn ftone, a mafter* 

piece of folidtty and convenience. Above is a 

platform for carriages ; below, vaft magazines, 

with a broad key reaching from the oity gates t^ 

&e light-houfe. This was done by the orders of 

the late Marquis de La Mina, captain-general of 

the priricipalfty, where his memory is held in 

" *« * 

greater veneration than at the court of Madrid^ 

He governed Catalonia many years, more like an 

independent 
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laApenJeiit foverdgn, than Ukea fuJ^oA inveftei 
yni^ zdehgAt^. zjtAonty- Gnat a«e die obliga^* 
ttons Barcelona ha$ to him. He deanfed and 
lie autified its ftar^setSi built ufefiil edtficp^^ and for« 
Warded it$ trade and manufaAures, without mucb 
^fxtJraordinary exfcnc9 to die prpvince ; for h^ 
jhad mor^ rcfourceS) and made money go fi^rdicr 
fSian moft other governors candpi or indeed wtk 
to do. 

The citadel has fix ihrong baftions^ calculated 
to overawe the inhabitants^ atleaft as much 9S tp 
4?fend them froma for^gnenemy. Thelownc;^ 
of its fituation renders it damp, unwfaoleibmet and' 
fwarming with mofquitos. The m^or of dlis 
tortrefs owes his promotion to a ilngular cifcum* 
fiance* When the prcfien|;king arrived at Madrid 
in 1759, a magiuficent bulUfeaft was given in 
honour of that event.^ As it is.neceilary^ upon 
fuch occafions, that tbofe who figgbt qnborfebadi^ 
Jlbould be gendemen born, the managers of the 
exhibition Wtrt gready at a lofi ^ till this man, 
who was a poor, ftarvJng officex, prefep^ed him-- 
i^lf, though utterly ignorant bpth of bulUfigfatiqg 
and horfemanfliip« By dint of refoludon^ and the 
p<uticular favour of fortune, he kept his feat^ and 
performed bis part fo much to the public jbtisfac-* 

don. 
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lion, that he was rewarded with a penllon and a 
majority. 

The ftreets of Barcelona are narrow but well 
paved* A covered drain in the middle of each 
ftreet carries of the filth and rain water. At 
night they are tolerably well lighted up» but long 
before day-break every lamp is out. The houfes 
are lofty and plain. To each kind of trade a par^ 
ticular diftridl is allotted. 

Catalonia, of which Barcelona is the capital, 
is almofl throughout extremely mountainous, 
The nature of the country appears to have great 
influence on that of the inhabitants, who are a 
harfly, a£tive, and induilrious race, of a middle 
fize, brown complexion, and ftrong features; 
their limbs well knit together, and by educa* 
tion and praflice well inured to the greateft fa- 
tigues. There are few lame or diftorted perfons, 
or beggars, to be met with among them. Their 
mcos or mule-boys are flout walkers. Some of 
them have been known to go from Barcelona to 
Madrid and back agafn, in nine days, which by 
the high road is fix hundred liiiles* 

The lofs of all the immunities, the ignomi- 
oious prohibition of every weapon, even a knifei 
and an enormous load of taxes^ have not been ^bl^ 
to ftifle their, independent fpirit, which breaks pu$, 

Vol. IL Hi upoQc 
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upon the leaft ftrctch of arbitrary power. Within 
thcfe few years, many of their ancient privileges 
have been gradually reftored ; and this is at pre- 
sent one of the mod flourifliing provinces of 
Spain. Their taxation iJ- ftill very high. All 
trade is aflefled according to the bufinefs ^u arc 
ftjppofed to trstnfaft in the courfe of the year, 
without regard to your lofs or gain. 

Amongft other reftriftions, the ufe of flouched 
hats, white flioes, and large brown cloaks is for- 
bidden. Till of late, they durft not carry any 
kind of knife ; but in each public houfe there was 
one chained to the table for the ufe of all comers. 
The good order maintained by the police, and the 
vigilance of the thjef-t?.kers, fupply the place of 
defenfive weapons, robberies and murders being 
(cldom heard of. You may walk the ftreets of 
Barcelona at all hours unarmed, without the 
leaft apprehenfion, provided you have light; 
without it you are liable to be carried to prifon by 
the patrol. 

• The Catalonians cannot brook the thdught of 
being menial fervants in their own country, but 
win rather trudge it all over with a pedlar's pack 
on their fhoulders, or run about upon errands^ 
than be the head domeflic in a Catalonian family* 
Far from home they make excellent fervants, and 

• - Btoft' 
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Aloft of the principal houfes of Madrid have CaU« 
iofiians at the head of their afFair^ 

They are the general mxileteers and cdcffieroi 
of Spain. Yom meet with them in every part of 
thekirigdom* Their honefly, fteadinefe and fo- 
briety, entitle them to the confidence of travel- 
lers, and their third after lucre makes them bear 
with any hardihips. With good words you wilf 
always find them docile, but they cannot bear 
hard ufage or opprobrious language. 

Thofe that remain at honre for the labours of 
the field, are exceedingly induftrious* Their 
corn-harveft is in May or early in June ; but, a$ 
thefe crops are liable to frequent burftings and 
mildews, they have turned their attention more to 
the vine,* which they plant even to the fummits 
«f dieir moft rugged mountains. In many places 
they carry up earth to fix the young fet in ; ' and 
in others have been known to let one another 
down from the brow of the rock by ro4>ef, rather 
than fufibr a good patch of foil to remain ufe- 
lef?^ Their vintages are commonly very plenti- 
ful. This autumn, there was fuch a fuper-aburi- 
dance of grapes in the valley of Talarn, in the 
fieighbourhbod of Pallas^ that whole vineyards 
were left untouched for want of veflels to ma^c 
w hold the wine in* Noticb w*is paftcd upon 
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the church-doorsy • that any one was at liberty to 
take away any quantity he pleafcd, on paying a 
fmall acknowledgement to the proprietor?. The 
beft red wine of Catalonia is made at Mataro^ 
north of Barcelona, and the beft white at Sitges, 
between that city and Tarragona. 

The fcarcity of corn is fometimes very great, 
li)ie principality not producing above five months 
provifion. Without the importation fronv Ame- 
rica, Sicily, and the north of Europe, it would rufi 
the rifk of being famifhed. From four hundred 
thoufand to fix hundred thoufand quarters of wheat 
are annually imported. Canada alone fent this 
year about eighty thoufand quarters. There arc 
public ovens, where the bakers are bound by con- 
traft to bake every day into bread one thouland 
bu(hels of flour, or nxore, at a ftated price, and in 
cafe rhe other bakers fhould refufe to work, they 
are under the obligation of furnilhing the city 
>vith bread. 

The number of the inhabitants of Barcelona, 
is made to amount to one hundred and fifty thou- 
fand fouls, and thofe of Barceloneta to ten thou- 
fand* But although trade and population have 
increafed furprifingly in the courfe of a few years, I 
doubt there is fome exaggeration in this reckoning. 

The great export-commerce confifts in wine, 

brandies, 
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brandies, Salt, and oil, which are moftly taken 
in by foreign (hips at the little ports and roatb' 
along the coaft, and not brought to be fliipped 
off at the capital. * • 

There are mines of lead, iron, and coal, in the 
mountains, but they are ill wrought, and turn to 
poor account. The manufaftures are of more 
importance. Barcelona fupplies fpain with moft 
of the cloathing and arms for the troopF, This, 
branch of bufinefs is carried on with much rntel- 
Jigence. They can equip a battalion of fix hun - 
dred men completely in a week. 

A gi^eat trade is driven in filk handkerchiefs 
and ftockings ; in woollens of various qualities 4 
in filk and thread lace; in fire-arms. The gun- 
barrels' of Barcelona are much'efteemed, and coft 
&om four to twenty guineas ; but about five is the 
real value; all above is paid for fancy and orna- 
ment. They are made out of the old fiioes of 
mules. Several manufactures of printed linens ftre 
eftabliflied here, but have not yet arrived at any 
great elegance of defign or livelinefs of colour. 
. The imports are, befides cofn, about eighty 
thoufand hundred weight of Newfoundland cod 
which pays three perfettas per hindred- weight 
duty, and fells upon an average at a guinea; 
beans from Holland for the poor people, and aa 
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mfepibr foft horn Africa far the muks ', Englifli 
kale goods, and msMay foreign articles of necefiity 
.or luxury* Houfe-rent and living are dear ^ ]Jro^ 
irifions but indifFerent.^ The fi{h Is flabby and in* 
£pid ; the meat poor, but the vegetables are ex- 
^cellent, efpecially brocoU and cauliflower •- I be- 
lieve Uieir meet and fiCb are much better in fum- 
tnef that at this feaTon of the year; 

The. devotion of the Catalonians feems to be 
pretty much upon a par with that of their neigb* 
bours in the fputhern provinces of France, and, I 
am told, much lefs ardent than we ihall find it as 
Yjfe advance iivto Spain i but they ftill abound 
with, flrangc pr^ices.^ A^ligi^n ftfNlfl(>caI \^or- 
ihip. One .very odd ;i4^ of tb^s i^ fi^ .cp ^ 
foft oS November, t^e^i^e of AU-rSoi^s, diey run 
9bQUt from houle to iiQuf^.toeat cbeihuts, beltey- 
ii?g that for every chQ(autttU^yfwaUpw,]^Ub pr<^ 
per faith and. wuS^on^ ,th&y (haU.delive;r a Spul out 
of purgatory.. 

The influx of foreigners, increafe of coin- 

mejce, arid prote<5Uon granted to the liberal arts, 

' begin to open the underftanding of this peopl?, 

who have made .great flxidcs of late towards feiifc 

. and philofophy^ 

There arc now but one or two churches at raoft 
I m each city, that are allowed the pri vile;ge of |Mr6- 
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te£Ung offenders ; and murderers are excluded front 
the benefit of the fan<5luary. The proceedings of 
the Invjuifttion are grown very mild. If any per*-- 
fon leads a fcandalous life, or allows hrs tongue 
unwarrantable liberties, he is fummoned by the 
holy office and privately adinonlQied; in cafe of ' 
non-amendment, he is committed to prifon* Once 
a year you muft anfwer to that tribunal for the or- 
thodoxy of your family, even of every fervant, oi^ 
they muft quit the country. But the foreign Pro.- 
ieibnt houf^s are paQed over unnoticed. Avvid 
talking Qn religion,. and with aRttledifcretion you 
may live here in what manner you pleafe, 

JEvery Jew that lands in Spainmuft declare him* 
Ua to be fuch at the Inquiiition ; which immedi- 
9tely appmnts a familiar to attenJbim all the time 
heJlays aihpre, to whom he pays a piftole a day: 
W'Crc be tx> <iegIe(St giving this information, he 
would be liable tp be feized. Yet I have been af«> 
iured by^perfon&of undoubted credit, that a Jew 
may travel incognito from Perpignan to Lifboi^ 
and (leep every night at the houfe of a. Jew, being 
recommended from one to another ; aud that you 
may take it for granted, diat wherever you fee a 
houfe remarkably decked out^ with images, re- 
lic^, and lamps, and the owner noted for being 
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the moft cnthufiaftic devotcexjf the parilh, there 
it is ten to one but the family are Ifraelites at 
heart. ' ' ^ 
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SECT. LXXXIII* 

or THE FLOCKS ON T«B IfYRENBAlT 

MOtTNTAIKS. 

ON die loth of July, 1787, we left Bagnere 
de Luchon, and eroded the mountains to Vielle, 
the firft town on the Spanifli fide. The Pyrenees 
are fo great an ofajeft of examination^ in whatever 
light they are confidered, but e^ciaHy in that of 
agriculture, that it would be adding a great ded 
too much to the length of this paper to (peak of 
them here; I fball on aaother occafion be parti- 
cular in defcribing the hufbandry pra^lifedxn them, 
and at prefent flop no longer than to mention the 
pafturage of Catalonian (heep in them. By alit- 
tk detour out of our direft road, and by paiSng 
Hofpital, which is the name of a.folitary wretched 
inn, we gained the hdghts, but free from fnow» 

which 
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which the Spaniards hire of the French for the 
paAurage of their flocks. I muft obferve, that a 
confiderable part of the mountains belong in. pro- 
perty to the communities of the refpe£live parifbes, 
and are difpofed of by what we fhould call the 
Veftry. They hire a very confiderable range of 
many miles. The French mountains, on which 
they pafture, are four hours diftant from Bagnere 
de Luchon, and belong to that town. Thofe 
hours are more than twenty Englifh milc^, and are 
the moft diftant part of the parifb. To arrive at 
them we followed the river Pique, which upon the. 
^aps is fometimes called the Nefte. The whole 
wayitrunsinatorrent,andfalIs in cafcadesof many 
ftories, formed either by large pieces of rock, or by 
trees carried down and ftopped by ftones. . The. 
current, inprocefs of ages^ 'has worn itfelf deep, 
glens to pafs through, at the bottom of. which the 
tumbling of the water is heard, but can be feen' 
only at breaks in the wood, which hang over and 
darken the fcene. The road, as it is called, pafles . 
generally by the river, but hangs, if I mayufethc; 
expreflion, like k ihelP qn the mountain fide, and is, 
truly dreadful to the inhabitants of pIains,'&(Dimibe- 
ing broken by gullies, and flopiilg on the edges of; 
precipices.' It is, however, pailable by mules, ahdt 
by the horfes of the mountains. The vale grpws . 
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/b narr^vt at laif, that it is not abave an hundred 
yards wide in fome places. The general fcene at . 
laft has Uttle wood. * 

TJie mountains on the fouth fide iinifii in a 
pyramtdical rock of micaceous fchiflus, which is . 
conftantly tumbling into the plain^ from the at-- 
tacks of the froft, and the melting of. the (hows^ 
the flope to the river being fpread widi frag- 
ments. We met here vrith pieces of lead ore and 
manganefew 

" On the northern ridge, bearing to the Weft, 
are the paftures of the Spanish flocks. This ridge 
is inot, however, the whole. Then: are two otber 
mountains, quite ia a di&rent fituation, and the 
{beep travel from one jtoajipthery as the paftturage 
is ihort or plentiful. I examined the foil of thefe 
mountain paftures, and found it in general ftony ^ 
what in the Weft of England would be called a. 
Jkne bruxfiy with fc^e txiixture of loam, and in a 
fewplaces a little peaty. The plants are many of 
them untouched by the. fheep. Many femsy nar-. 
ciflUs, violets, and the narrow-leaved, plantain, 
were ea^teU, ais may befuppofcld, clofb. I looked 
for trofoHs, but found (carcely any. It was very. 
apparent) that foil and peculiarity of herbage had 
Httle ^<do in rendering theie heights prcper for 
fiieep. .In the northern pacts of £urope, the tops 
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oFmountams h^f the height of thefe,- (for we were 
above fnow in July) are bogs. All are fo which 
I have feen in our iflands: or at leaft, the propor- 
tion of dry land ts very trifling to that which is 
extremely wet. Here they are in general very 
dry. Now a great range of dry land, let the plants 
be what they may, will in every country fuitfhcep. 
The flock is brought every night to one fpot, 
which is iltuated at the end of the valley on the ri- 
vx:r I have mentioned,, and near the port or paf-' 
lage of Picada. It is a level fpot (heltered from 
all winds. The foil is eight or nine inches deep of 
old diuig, notatadlinclofed; and from the freedom 
from wood all around it, feems tobechofenpartiy^ 
for &fety s^inft wolves and bears. Near it is a 
Tery large ftone, or rather rock, fallen from the 
nountaim This the ihepherds have. taken for si 
ihelter, and have built a hut againft it* Their 
beds are iheep-ikins, and their doors fo fmall that 
they crawl in* I faw no place for fire, but th«y 
have it^fuice they drefs here the flefh. of their Oieep^ 
and in the night fometimes keep oflF the bears, by 
whirling fti«-bninds. Four of tfaem^ belonging ta 
the flock mentioned above,, lie here» We viewed 
theis fi^k very carefully, and by means of our 
guide and interpreter, made fome enquiries of the 
Ihephei^Sy which they anfwered readily, and very 
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ci<'itity. A fpaniasd at Venafque, a city in the 
Pyrenees, gives fix hundred livres French (tbe 
Hvre is ten pence hal^nny Engliih) a year, for 
the pafturage of this flock of t\^o thoufand iheep» 
In the winter he fends them into the lower parts 
of Catalonia, a journey of twelve or thirteeu 
days, and when the fnow is melted enough in the 
fpring, they are condu6ted back again. They 
are the whole year kept in motion, and moving 
ft-om fpot to fpot, which is owing to the great 
range they every wherr have of pafture. They 
are always in the open air, never houfed or under 
cover, and never tafte of ajiy food, but what they 
can find on the hills. 

Four (hepherds, and from four to fix larg« 
Spanifh dogs have the care of thi^ flock. The 
latter are in France called of the Pyrenees breed. 
They are black and white, of the fize of a large 
Wolf, a large head and neck, armed with collars 
fiuck with iron fpikes. No wolf can ftand againft 
them ; but bears are more potent adverfaries. If 
a^ar can reach a tree he is fafe. I|e rifes oa 
hishindlegs,. with. his back to the tree, and iets 
the dogs at defiance. Xn the night the (hepherds 
rely entirely on their dogS; but on hearing them 
.bark are ready with fire*arms, as the dogs rarely 
bark if a bear is not at hand. « I wa$ furprifed.to 
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find that they' are fed only with bread and milk*' 
The head fhepherd is paid one hundred and twenty 
livres a year wages and bread ; die others eighty 
hvTQS and bread. But they ate allowed to keep 
goats, of which they have n:;yiy, which they milk 
every day. Their food is milk and bread, except 
the flelh of fuch ibeep or lambs as accidents give 
them. The head fhepherd keeps on the maun<^ 
tain top, oti an elevated fpot, from whence he can 
the better (ee around, while the flock traverfes the 
declivities. In dokig this the fbeep are expofed 
to great danger in places that are ftony ; £br fomeof 
them, efpecially the goats, by walking among the 
rocks, move the ftones, which rolling down the 
hills, acquire an accelerated force enough to knock 
a man down; and iheep are often killed by them. 
Yet we faw how alert they were to avoid fuch 
ftoneS) and cautioufly on their guard againft them* 
We examined the fbeep attentively. They are in 
general polled, but fome have horns; vi^hich in the 
rams turns backwarxl behind the ears, and project 
half a circle forwards; the ewes horns turn atfo 
behind the ear% but do not proje<5l : the legs white 
or reddifh ; fpeckled faces, fome white, fome 
rcddifh : they woul4 . weigh, fat, I reckon, on 
an aven^e^ from* fifteen to eighteen pounds a 
quarter* There a^e a few black fheep among 
thems ^nd ^^^^ with a very little tuft of wool on 
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their foreheads* On the whole they refemWe 
thofe on the South Dowias* Their legs are as 
ihort as thofe of that breed ; a point ^^ch me-, 
rits obfervadon^ at they travd fo mtnch and (b 
well. 

Having fatisfied purielves with our examinaticut 
of this flock, we returned to the dired road for 
Vielle^vWhich sdib leads to one of the moft woody 
regions of the Pyrenees^ and at the fame time the 
moft romantic* The road is fo bad that no horfe 
but thofe of the mountains could pafs it; but 
our mules trod fecurely atnidft rolling ftones on 
the edges of precipices of a tremendous depth; 
but fure- footed as they are, they are not free 
from ftumbling; and when they happen to trip a 
little in thofe (Ituations, they eledlrify their riders 
in a manner not altogether fo pleaiant as Mr.. 
Walker* Thefe mountains are chiefly rocks of 
micaceous fchiftus, but there are lai^e detached 
fragments of granite. 

We pafs the frontier line wl^icb divides France 
and Spain ; and riiing on the mountains, we fee 
the Spanl(h valley of Aran,, with the rirec.Gai* 
ronne winding through it in a beautifoi manner^ 
The. town of Bofofte is at the foot of the moun-^ 
tains, where is the Spanilh cuft^m^hoaft. Mule^ 
imported into Spain pay here fiarteen livf«6» A 
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foar year old horfe the fame. A fix year old one 
thirteen ditto. An ox five; and a &eep one and 
a half foU This vale of Aran is richly cultivated, 
and without any fallows. Nothing fcarcely can 
be finer than the view of the valley from heights 
to great as to render the moft common objects 
iiitereftingv The road leads under trees, whofe 
arching boughs prefent at every ten paces new 
landfcapes... The woods here are thick, and pre- 
fent fine fliailes of (hade; the rocks large, and 
every outline bold: and the verdant vale that is 
fpread far below at your feet, h^s aH the ibatures of 
beauty, in contrafl: with the fublimity of the fur« 
rounding mountains. 

We defcend into this vale, and bait at our firft 
Spani(h inn. Ho hay, no corn, no meat, no 
windows; but cheap e^g^ and bread, and fome 
trout for fifteen fous» (Seven pence halfpenny 
Englifli.) 

' We followed from hence the Garonne, which i$ 
already a fine rivor, but very rapidt On it they 
float many trees to thei^: faw^niiU^, to cut intQ 
boards. Wefawmanyaf w<?rk.. Thp vale is 
narrow, but the hills to the left are cultivated 
high up. There are no fellows* They have lit- 
tle wheat, but a great deal of rye } and much 
better barley than in; the FreiUib moiintain3# In* 
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ftead of fallows they have maize and miHct, and 
many more potatoes than in the French moun- 
tains. They have alfo French beans, and a litde 
hemp. We faw tv/o fields of vetches and fquare 
peafe. The fmall potatoes they give :to their 
pigs, which do 'very well vi^ith them J and the 
leaves to their cows, but aflert that they refufe the. 
roots. Buck-wheat alfo takes the place of fal- 
low. Many crops of it were good, and fome as 
fine as poffible. 

The whole valley of Aran is well cultivated 
and highly peopled. It is eight hours long, or 
about forty miles Englifh, and has in it thirty-two 
villages. Thefe villages, os rather little towns, 
have a very pretty appearance, the walls being 
well built, and the houfes are well Hated. But 
on entering thefe towns the fpe6tacle changes at 
once. We found them the abodes of poverty and 
wretchednefs; not one window of glafs to be 
feen in a whole town; fcarcely smy chimnief, 
both ground floor and the chimnies vomiting the 
imoke out of the windows. 

We arrive at Vielle, the capitol of this val- 
ley, and the pailage from this part of France 
to Barcelona; a circumftance which has given 
(bme trifling refources to it. We were informed 
here, that we could not go into Spain without a 
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paflport; we therefore waited on the governor, wlior 
prefides over the whole valley and its thirty-two 
towns. His houfe was the only one we had feen 
with glafs windows. He is a li?u tenant-col one?J 
and knight of Calatrava. In his ante-room was 
the king's pifiure, with a canopy 6f ftate over ir. 
The governor received .us with the Spanifli for- 
mality, and aflured us that a few months ago, 
there was an order to fend every foreigner, found 
v^ithout a paflport, to the troops. Such orders 
fhow pretty well the number of foreigners here. 
On each fide of his bed was a brace ofpiftols, and 
a crucifix in the middle. We did not afk la 
'which he put the moft confidence. 

We made enquiries concerning the agriculture. 
They have no farmers. Every bne cultivates his 
own land, which is never fallowed. They have 
no Ipecies of manufactures, but fpinning atid 
weaving for the private ufe of every family: 
» The mountains belong, as in the FreAch Pyre- 
nees, to the parifhes. Each inhabitant has a right 
to cut what wood he pleafes for fuel and repairs, 
in the woods affigned for that purpofe^ Others 
are let byleiafeat public auftion- for the benefit 
of the parifli, the trees to be cut being marked ; 
an4 in general, the police of their woods is better 
than on the French fide. When woods are cut 
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th«y arc prcfcrved. Their mountain {laflures no* 
ufed by themfelves, they let to the owners of large 
flocks, v/ho bring them from the lower part of 
C^lonia. Thefe flocks rife to four thouiand 
fbeep, the rent, in general, being from five to 
feveji fous a head for the fummer food. Every 
inhabitant pofTefTes cattle, which he keeps in the 
tommon mountains in what quantity he pleafcs ; 
but others, who do not belong toth^ parifb, pay 
five jo feven fous a head for the fheep, and ten fous 
for a cow ; which difproportionjtbey explain^ by 
faying, that Iheep iDuft have a much greater 
range. In fummer they makexheeic, which we 
taft^ and found good. Jn winter their cattle are 
kept at home, and tbeir cows fed on buck-iNrtieat 
ilraw, which they adlert to be good food; aifo that 
jof maize and millet, and a little hay j i^k^ of it 
being aiSgned nto,their mules. They have good 
fheep, but all are fent to Saragola^or Barceloni^ 
They have fcarce any oxen |. what few they kill, 
they fait for winter. 

Taxes are light ; the whole which the town id 
aiTefled at being only two thoufand feven»hundred 
livres, which they pay by the rent of their woods, 
and paftures let. When the principles of a go- 
vernment tend to defpotifm, and the verypidures 
of kings are 'treated with reverence, the confe* 
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quence is light taxation. The only- eSedual 
means of infuring a great revenue, is to extend 
the principles and the exercife of liberty. The 
change is, and ever will be, as much for the be-« 
nefit of the prince as of the fubje£t. 

At Bagnere de Luchon we were told that the 
inn at Vielle was good. We found the lower 
floor a ftable, from which we mounted to a black 
kitchen, and through that to a baking-room with 
alarge batch of loaves making for an oven which 
was heating to receive them. In this room wer6 
:two beds for all the travellers that might com'e.r 
If too numerous,, ftraw 13 fpread on the floor, and 
youJmay reft as you qaa. There wis po glafe in 
4txe windows* Qoexif the bed$ W9» occup^, (oi 
tAzt my com|>aiaion ilept on ataUle* The boufct 
Jiowever, aflxkvded egfsiipr an.omelet^.goodhre^d^ 
.thick wine, ; brandy, .audio wk, JdUed after we aiv 
rived. The.pcropl^ were very diity, hvLt QmL 

On the eleventh of July we'jreaj(^)pd Scullo* 
The inn was To bad, tb^t our .guide would xiot 
permit us to enter it, but conducted us to the 
houfe of the Cure. .A fcene followed ib new to 
.Englifla eyes, iix^t we could not* refraia from 
laughing very beai^Hy. Not a pane of glaft in 
thp whole town, but our reverend hoSt had a 
tbimney in his kitchen, ^e ran to the river to 
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catch trout. A man brought us fotne chickens, 
which were put to death on the fpot. For light 
they kindled fplintcrs of pitch-pine, and two merry 
welches, with three or four men collefted to ftaie 
at us, as well as we at them, were prefently bufy 
In fatisfying our hunger. Th^y gave us red wire 
fo dreadfully putrid from the borachio, that I could 
not touch it ; and brandy, but poifoned with an!- 
feed. Then a bottle of excellent rich white wine 
was produced, refembling good mountain, and all 
was well. But when we came to examine our 
bedSv there was only one. My friend would again 
do * the honours, aiid irififted on my taking it. 
He made his on a table ; and what with bugs, 
fleas, rats, and mice, ilept not. I was not at- 
tacked ; and though the bed and a pavement 
might be ranked in the fame clafs of ibftnefs, fa« 
-^tigue converted it to down. This town and its 
inhabitants are, to , the-eyeg^equally. wretched. 
•The fmoke-holes inftead of chimneys i the total 
want of glafs windows, the chearfiflnefs of which, 
to the eye, is known only by the v^ant ; the drefs 
• of the women, all in black, with cloth of the 
fame colour about their heads, ^nd hanging half 
.down their ba,cks ; no (hoes; no ftockings | the 
effeSk upon the whole difmal ; favage as the rocks 
and-mountains« . 
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« E C T. LXXXIV. 

OF MADRID. A* D. I778. 

IN the afternoons, we fpent our time in vifiting 
the moft remarkable edifices of this city. If you 
except the royal palaces, there are few buildings 
worthy of attention, nor do I believe there is in 
Europe a capital that has fo little to ihow as Ma- 
drid. Having never been the fee of a bifhop, it 
kas ofcourfe no cathedral, nor indeed aiiy church, 
that diftinguiihes itfelf much from the common 
herd of parifhes and convents. Allowing fome 
few exceptions, I think I may fafely pronounce the 
outward archite£ture of them all to be barbarous, 
and their manner of ornamenting the infide as bad 
as that of the worft ages. Moft of them were 
credled or retouched during the term of years that 
elapfed between the middle of the ieventeenth cen- 
tury and the year 1759^ a period in the hjftory of 
Spain, when all arts and fciencies were fallen to 
the loweft ebb ; the efFe£l:s of the^ degeneracy of 
manners, ihe-want-ofpubKc (pirit, and the difor- 
der and weakhefs of a decaying monarchy. Thefe 
vices \lx the political fyftem under the thr^ee laft 

princes 



r 190 y 

prltxcesofthe Auftrlan line, could not be removed 
immediately on the acceffion of another family. 
The wars that {hook the very foundations of their 
throne for the firft ten years of this century, k?pt 
•all polite arts groveling in the dull ; and when they 
ventured to raife their heads again, and court the 
favour of the fovereign, there feems to have been 
a total want of able profeflbrs to fecond '■ their ef- 
fottS) and affift them in returning to the paths of 
good fenfe and true tafte. 

No mad architect ever dreamed of a diftortion 
of members fo capricious, of a twift of pillars, cor- 
nices, or pediments, fo wild and fantaftic,but what 
a real fample of it may be produced in fome or 
other of the churches of Madrid. They are all 
final}, and poor in marbles as well as pictures. 
Th^ir alters are piles of wooden ornaments, heaped 
up to the ceiling, and ihick fiill of wax lights, 
which more than once have fet fire to the whole 
church. 

The convents, which may be faid to poflefs a 
-good coHedlion of piAures, are thofe of Saint Paf- 
qual, and of the bare-footed Carmelite nuns. The 
former httsa fine Titian, a capital Guerchino, and 
many other pieces by efteemed Italian inafters. 
In the facrifty of the latter, is a numerous collec- 
tion of pah^ings by varioushands, ^any of which 
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artfof fuperlor merit. The tombs of Ferdinand 
the Sixth, and of h is queen Babara, in the church 
of the Vifitation, are almoft the only fepulchral 
monuments of any confequence. 

The royal palace is all of white flone. Each 
of the fronts being four hundred and fevcnty feet 
inTength, by one hundred high, this pile towers 
over ^fthe country, where nothing intercepts the 
view for many miles. The entrances and ground- 
floor appear more like thofe of fome mighty for- 
trefs, than of the peaceable habitation of apowerful 
monarch, an hundred leagues removed from his 
frontiers. The range of large glazed arches round 
the inner court, refembles the infide of a manu- 
faftory. This is the more unpardonable, as they 
had at no great diftance, in the Alcazar of Toledo 
as elegant a colonnade as the niceft critic could 
defire. The beautiful circular court of Granada 
might have fuggefted noble ideas to the architef): ; 
but perhaps at that time the very exiftence of fuch 
a thing was a fecret at Madrid. 

The ftair-cafe was meant to be double, but it 
was afterwards judged more convenient toihut up 
one flight, a$ the remaining half anfwered every 
purpofe. At the foot of the ftairs I (hall leave all 
my fpleen^ and prepare myfelf with unfeigned fa- 
tisfa£lion to defcribe to you the beauty and gran- 
deur of the upper apartments. 

I know 
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. 1 know no paJace in Europe fitted up with (o 
much true royal magnificence. The richeft 
marbles are employed with great tafte in forming 
the cornices and foclesof therooms^and the frames 
of the doors and windows. What enhances the 
value of thefe marbles, is the circumftance of their 
being all produced in the quarries of Spain, frem 
whence it is the opinion of a learned writer) that 
ancient Rome was fupplied with many of the pre- 
cious materials that enriched her porticoes and 
temples. At leaft, there is noprefumption in af- 
ferting, that the bowels of the earth in Spain con- 
tain moft of thofe fpecies of marbles, that are to 
be feenin the ruins of the miftrefs of th§ world, 
whatever might be the countries from which they 
were drawn. Porphyry is found near Cordova 5 
the fineft jafper ncitr Aracena ; the mountains of 
Qranada furnifli a beautiful green, thofe of Tor- 
tofa a variety of brown marbles. Leon and Ma- 
lajga fend alabafter ; Toledo, Talavera, Badajoz, 
and Murviedro, abound in marbles of different 
colours ; and moft parts of the kingdom afford 
fome fpecimen or other of jafper, befides the ame- 
thyft and its radix, for which Spain is celebrated 
above moft other countries. 

Thegreat audience chamber is one ofthericheft 
I know. The ceiling, painted by Tiepolo, rcprc- 
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fents die tritttapli of Spaiiu Round thi; comics 
the artift has jdaoedaQogdrical figiires of its difief'^ 
ent pfovinoes, djftio^fliedbyth^tif produ£ltQ09^ 
and attended, fay ftvcral of thisir inhabitants iatlw 
provincial habit. Thefe form a mofl: unconunon 
jiShKCf and a cirriousfet of C^aiiu. Tbd Kinalls 
arft iioeniftatedtiHtthbeauti&l naarfajle^itnd aliaround 
hong with large {dates ^ krolftng-fgfaifs in rich 
ftames. 'J^hcMoztaah&orf of ^a& is .alt Saihf U^ 
defoniby wh^re they caft them of oi racy gi'^fit 
fize ; but I am tdd Aey are ^ti to timr 6ut dxbch 
Fougber^ and fidkr of flaws, .'ftan liko&'mdde Jm 
France. ^ . • ' 

. A coUefiaon of pldnres, by the gf^atHl jouiiters 
of "die art, adonts the walls of the inner apsir&i- 
Dients; but even this vaft fabric does not aiibrd 
roomforalltheiicbes his Catholic Migefty pofl^f'- 
fes in this branch. The detail and catalogue of a 
midcber JDf paintings, is fuire to hSi^dt .a jreider 
who bos never fiben, nor can ever raticmally^ e»4 
peA'Mr Jee ibem ; therefore it is inpimbent on ind 
to fefasSrcaily a few of 4ny fii^urkes from n^ mt-* 
monrndttms. 

Of ^ W^i^ks of Titian^ fSbft ftoft re^arii^able 
art) eft bacchanalian woman If ing on her b^dc- 
afldcp* l^tf iiquor ha$ diffufett a' glifw dv^r ^b6i^ 
beautiful &ce, and her body i^div^^iyiiandrotif^iP 
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One of die greateft painters of the age h» otai 
declared, he nev^ pafled before this pt^re with- 
out being ftruck widi admiration ; ibme boys play* 
tng, full of grace, and a charming variety of at« 
titodes* 

• Rubm&«-*Ghrxft and St. John B^tift^ lovely 
x:hildiiea. A f>rieft on hor&back, carrying the 
'Viaticum to ;a fick. perfon, accompanied by &o» 
dolpheatl of Hapiburgf^ anejof iJbie mafter-pieces 
o£lM$<penc3. *. 

Muiillo*wA vintager, wine-feHery hoLy familyt 
two boys; all in their difierent chara^rs, excel* 
lently painted with a rich mellow colour^ 

yandyke«^The feizing of Chrift in thegarden, 
«. ftronjg; compofitiona feveral poi:traits .ahfolutely 
yive. . 

> Spagjiolet-^lfaac ieeliajS Jacob'^ hands; very 
capital* ! 

, In the flialh»Kr vale betwe^en the Retiro and die 
town, which has not the leaft fiibtniii of aiqr kind 
belonging to it, die prefent King has finilhed the 
Brado;, which in ;i few yseara, provided thejrmanage 
the trees properly, will be one of the fineft walks 
Ui the. worid^ Its lehgdi and breadth ai^ greal^ the 
avenue^ drawn in an intelligent^ noble ftyle^ the 
l(oot-paths wide and neAt> jth^ irtin railing and 
ftone ieats done in a grand e^cpenfivje manner. 

All 
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AI] die coaches of Madrid drive in die ring here; 
and diough die abfimce of die court leilens the ap- 
pearance; more dian two thirds, yet laft night I 
counted two hundred carriages following each 
other* On the declivity of the Retiro, they meaa 
to plant a botanical garden* 

The view from diis walk is, as it ihould be, 
confined} for the winds are fo (harp and boifter- 
eus, and the landfcape fo horrid all round the city, 
diat no place of public refort could be comfortable, 
unle& it were, lite this, fhut in from^l diftant 
views, and (h^Itcrdd by the hills from die blafts 
that fweep over the highlands of Caftile. 

To the^veft, it has the town» the three princi- 
pal ftreets of which terminate in the Pradb. Thefe 
are three nobk^penings, excellendy paved, and 
clean even to a nicety; indeed fo are.moft of the 
ftreets of Madrid fince the e.di(^ for paving and 
cleaning them. The foreigners that reHded here 
before that dme,. fhudder at the very recollection 
of Its former filth. 

« 

Some of the natives regret the old ftbks and 
nafliiiefs ; as they pretend that the air of Madrid i s 
fo fubde^ as to require a proper mixture of grofler 
effluvia, to prevent its pernicious eiFeds upon the 
conftitudon. The extremes of cold and heat are 
aftonifiiing iQ this |>lace, and the winds fo fearch- 
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ing, tkat all the Spanfards wear leathern tmdcr- 
waiftcoats, toprefert^c Acitcheftsj fbrihcy per- 
vade ^ery other Ithid df cltithhig. Infatmnor 
the duft is intolerable. 



s fi t f . tXKxr. 

OF TH« ROYAL FAMILY OF SPAIN, 

WE have juft fini&ed our rouhd ot ^retehta- 
tions^ whichi in fo numerous a royal family, is 1 
work of more days than bne. As I know you ex- 
pe6l a minute account of each of thole that coai- 
pofe it, I am forry I am ihcajpable of fatisfyin^ 
your curiofity, in as ample a manner as I could 
wiih. You fliall have a delcriptioa of their per- 
)[)ns, and as much of their chara£lers as I have 
learned from well-informed people, in wliofe judg- 
ment I can confide. I beg yon will confider how 
hard It is to difcern the true charaifier of the great, 
as your intelligence can only How tayou through 
the fufpicious channel ofhiany Jarring, paflions and 
interefls. It is impoi&ble fbr t ftranger to feize a 
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good iilwners i|t &>.|bpf b a titqC) apd tv trjwfaut 
ta others a (iMlhfv^ F^pr^lbj^taticAi of ^ prmce that 
dgea not adoiit him to a familiar iatercourfp., 

1 4^'( iiapw imt fpy^f^igns are tt>Q.inQft diffi- 
cnk^ll^ni^rs tp^^fiQ iq a whole n^tiion ; for« 
ai)tpH&oeftappje%r{)rft$y nearly alike. Thfiirmode 
oOifisi is unifi^rm* fiyfeaiag none but iiWeriors 
atKHlt thesii they acquire a great indiiference ia 
thtir mannefi and fekloru betray ii> their counte* 
n^nce a|iy of .thoie ftrong amotions that mark the 
v^icm$ feelings of men obliged tp buf^le though 
the world. Their pafiions lack the reliih whicl) 
aiifes from delays and difficulties* What the 
F^fUKeh can Mnnuij wearifomenefs, is, mechinks, 
the grjin4.pi8dady of princes, ai^ tber^forp amufe^ 
nkppt is their maiq purfuit in ]ife. 

. In tbe princes of tbebouT^ of SourboHi the paf- 
fi^ pf fowling predomuute^}, yet in the Spa^iih 
rgyal family, there are feme who loii at the gun 
wkh.mQre reludanc^ th^ the farmer's boy does 
at. !fae ploughs . have 4.t^e for arts and fciei^ces, 
aja4 wMh fpr nothing more lh»a to be freed from 
the obUgjitiap Qf fi»Uowi|^ the ^iiverfiom 

The cerem/^y &f prefept^on is perfi>rn(xe4 at 
the king rifes from table* Charles the Third is a 
nu^ Iklter Ioo|(ing man than mod of his pic* 
tusfes flsidN him* He hfb$ a $90fhMtiire4 laugh* 
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A _ 

ing eye* The lower part of his face, 1)y being 
cxpofed to all weadiers, is become of a deep copper 
colour. What his hat covers is fair, as he natu* 
rally has a good Mn. In ftature he is radier fhort^ 
thickly built about thelegsand diighs, and narrow 
in the (boulders. His drefs feidom varies fix>ni a 
large hat, a plain grey Segovia frock, a buff waift- 
coat, a fmall dagger, black breches, and worfted 
ftockings. His pockets are always ftufied with 
knives, gloves, and (hooting tackle. On GsJa- 
d»y&, a fine fuit is hung upon his fhoulders, but aft 
be has an eye to his afternoon fport, and is a gresft 
oeconomift of his time, the black breeches art 
worn to all coats. ' I believe there are but three 
days in the who!e year that hefpends whhbut go^ 
ing out a-fhooting, and thofe ajPe noted with dio 
bhckeft mark in the callendar. Were they to 
occur often, his health would be in danger, auft 
an accident that was to confine him to the houft^ 
w^uld infallibly bring on a lit of illnefs* • • No 
ftorm, heat) cold, or wet, can keep him at home; 
and w^en he hears of a wolf being feen,'diftante 
is counted for nothing. He would drive-over hsdf 
the kingdom rather thdn niifs an opportunity of 
filing upon that favourite game. 

-Befides a moft nuhierous retitiU^of peribns be- 
longingtp the hunting eftabiifliinent)(oviial timet 
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a ygar, all &e idle fellowsin and about Madrid art 
kired to beat the country, and drive the^ wild boarsf 
deer, and btres^ mto-A ringy where they pafs before 
the royal family. A very large annual furi) i$ diftri-< 
bttteikamoi^ the proprietors o( land about the ca^ 
intal, and near the country palaeesy by way of in«- 
demnification for the damage done ta the corn.- 
I was afTured that it c<^ feventy thoufand pounds 
fterling for the environs of Madrid, and thirtji 
Afinfiuid for thofe of Saint Ildefonfo.- Itt order to 
be entitled to this reimburfement, the farmers feat-* 
ter juft as much fead-cohi over their grounds, as^ 
will growupintafomethinglikeacrop; but theyt 
do not ab^y« give themfelveis tfat trouble <^get-^ 
ting in the fc^nty harveil, being fufficiently. paid^ 
for their labottr by the royal bounty.' 

. Being naturally of an'even phlegnfatic tefnper^ 
the. king is fure to fee events on their favourable^ 
fide only; and whenever he has determined, in bisr 
own mindy that a meafure is proper to be p.ui)fued»r 
he is an utter enemy to alteration. As' far as h 
can judge, by comparing the diiFerent accounts; 
I have had^e is a man of the flrideft probity,* 
incapable of adopting any fcheme, tmtefe he is 
perfedly iatisfied in hisconfcience that it is juib 
and honottr^le;-'«H>f.fu£h .immovable features^ 
1b»t the moft fortunate jor the moftdiiaftrous oc«- 

« \ . I 4. currences^. 
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earrences, ire iUhe unable to create the fmaQeft 
variation in them ^•-^pigtd in his naoialsy axil 
ftk^nuoufiy attached to his religion f but he does 
not fufler his devotion to lay him open to the en* 
terprizes <^ the court of Rome, or the encrtedi« 
ments of )us own clergy; on the contrary, iheyr 
have frequently met with rougher uiage at his 
hands than they might have expected from a frte^ 
thinker. " 

The regularity of his own life renders him ifiotf 
ftriS: sAout theconduA of bis children^' i»AKmi fae 
bilges to be out frihing or (hooting as^loi^as 
be is ^(ent on die fame bufinefs*. This he does 
to prevent their having time: or opportunity tc$ 
harbour bad thoughts ; and truly I believe he goesi 
out fo conftandy biml&lf, in order to keep dowtt 
the vigour of his own conftitotion.- He iekbm 
addreiies himfelf to any young menx>f his courts 
but delights in converfing and joking with elderljr 
pbK&itn^ and £u€h as are of his own s^e^ e^clv 
Alf monks and friars. He is^ very partiii to Na^ 
{dss^ and dways fpeaks of that countiy .with great 
fading* 

S tnce hts acceffion, many great isteks faaye been 
completed; noble roads made to alltfae^aces 
z;ound the naiettopoiis; ftveralr ettiers undertaken 
ia mwc r^motd provinces. He has finiihed tb& 
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pjjace at Madrid^ and added conHdiei^y to thofe 
€f the Prado and Araajues^ i built new town$ at 
Aranjuez, and Efcuriat^ and St* Ildefonfo; and 
idanted a great des(l at Aranjuez* The Marqisid 
qf Qrioialdi has the merit of having ftiggeftect 

upd condu^M nic^ of thefe improveoienlst ^t^ 
of having urged on the king, whoi although 
he hair n^iturally s)o ffre^tr^Kh for the arts, thinks 
it the du^ of a Sovereign to encourage them* 

The Prince of Afturias is of an athletic make^ 
}^^€ottntenati<:e ra^r fevetci and his viMCe barilla 
Ue femied in 9 fffi^hmryio g^i away from usi 
but the princefs ffayed chatting, a gtf^ whtlej 
Si^ i^ i^ot hftndfeitie^ toeing very 6ckly» hut feems 
Itve^X) and genteeHy ihaped> with a very &ie hand* 
a^d arm. If fkc ]ive$ to be a queen> I dari^ fay ; 
fhfi Will render this court a very gay one i /or (hie 
a^years tgt Ulce to go abroad, and convert with . 
ftjC^U3(e^ When (be waUc^ outt ^U peribns that, 
l^ve b^H pse&ftied,. and chance tcr be hi jthe wayi 
:^e e^ipe^d^o i^in kar con^dny., a^. efcprt h^r 
%5 long ^ (b^ thinks proper. Her n^^dneis ^nd 
gpo^jmme have ^Diftened muph of hef hulband^s. 
fmtgtuMjfs of mm^oer; and of.l^te he iee^s to; 
have mpre plea&ie {0 fitting, with her in.a d^mef- 
tic mfy dsin ija trodgiiag over the heath in qtieft 

eif fiaiM* 
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Don Gabriel is a tall well-looking mian^ biit 
timid to 'exceft. He poSEsSks many talents, but 
his conftant avocations out of doors prevent 4iis 
applying to ftudy as much as he cbuTd wiiht I. 
have (sen fome good pi£hirds done by him, and- 
have heard much of his claffical learning, and turn 
for mathematics. 

Don Antonio appears to be very well plealeA' 
with tbe adive life of a fportfman. 
( The infanta Maria Jofepha has reafon to eniry 
every country wench fte iees roaming at liberty ; 
for confinement^ etiquette^ and cdibacy, are likdy 
to be her lot during life. 

Don Lewis, the king's brodler, after having 
been a cju-dinai and an archbUhop, is now oft the 
rve of matrimony with a pretty Arragonefe girl$ 
whom he took a fancy to laft year, as 4he*w9d 
running acro(s the fields after a butterfly. As he 
has made a coliedi<Mi of natural hiftory, tbefiiii{«»- 
larity of tafte made a great imprefEon upon him* 
This wedding, which the king has contented ta 
with reludance, has produced a total revoiutioiiin 
the marriage4aws of Spain. A new pragmatica cit 
cffli6t is publiflied, to prevent ail matches betwixt- 
perfoas cf unequal rank and quality. By thiB 
decree the old cuftom is abrogated* Heretolblt 
it W4S out of the power of parents to hinder Ag^ 
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cbildii^fi from- marrying whom they liked, and the', 
church interpo(ed to t4}l]ge them to make a futt* 
Mt fettfemeHt opon the j^ung couple* 

Don Lewis's bride is not to be allowed the tide 
dIrrSnteof a'^rinceis of the Uood, nor are fter 
children to be deemed qualified to fuceeed to thcf 
Qrowiiur H.e is to refide near T^avera^ where I- 
ttiake no doubt but h'e will lead a happy life^ 
ss he lias a great tafte for mufic and natural hif« 
l&ry. His cabinet' atr^ady ^contains a very valu^ 
able ebtledioA of rarities^ e^cially. iuch as are 
found in the'Sj^anijAi dominions* Thi$ prince is 
'chearfut, humane^ af&ble^'and full of pleatantry ^ 
good qudlties that render him the darling.of the 
nation;* ? ' . 1 

The king and -allcdie males of tusifamily weaf 
the enfignsiof a great .variety ^f mi^taicy xirders^ 
On their lefrbceaft is a row of ftars like the belt 
o^-tke conftellation« of^Orionv They, are alfo 
decorated with the blue ribbanil of f die French 
order of the HolyOhoft, and the infignia of Ag 
fiurgimdiaa goldien fleece« They.havebeiides:the 
Neaptditan red faih>of Sti^JanuarittS, the »red 
cro£^r<if^ Calatidva, .foundal^a^ it$8;. of Siti 
jjago^ /dated from his^smA of Montefii initio 
tmedin t^tj^ and the green crofs of AkantariA) 
invented in 2 rj.6. Aker all thefe h^ges^ comes 

16 the 
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ib« blue and white ribband of tbp .Qooception of 
Carlos Terceroy eftabUfhed by the ju-^fent king^ 
on the birth of the late fen o^ tl^ Pxioce of Af* 
Aufia$. 
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CHARACTXR OF XH£ SPANIARDS. 

IT has been my (^mftant fttidy, diuring our 
tour round Bpain^ to neledowfi and trtofink to 
you vrery jMculiarity that might throw light 
upon the di&inftive turn ajuL^genius of the MXSk* 
tion* Experience, has taitght ink to lovk upoa 
this method as the beft, and indeed At e^y fore 
guide: to Ae knowledge of a peoples but at ahe 
iame ^ime has ni^de me fenfibk how kapopftA aft 
idea is |o be acquired by a traniitory vkw^ ia % 
pogrefs of a few months. Cuiloms that ftnick 
me at £rft as unaccountable^ from my ignonuice 
of motives and fituatifmSy have frequendy finee 
appeared to me not only proper and ratjoaal^ 

but 



but abfcJutely fa mudi in the cdtmnon ttarfe off 
daikgSy tbat I h»ye wondered bow I came to put 
tlieni down as extraordinary. 

The miftakes I have found myielf guilty of in 
fereral little remarks made in tibe firft part of my 
joiHrneyt hare remfered me very cautious of decid- 
ing upon matters, where I could not come at a. 
knowledge of their caufer. I tfacfeforeirery eady 
learned to miftmft my knSsSy and applied where 
I czpeAed to have my doubts refolved, and the 
i^afons of modes and u&ges esqslaiiied to me^ 

Accordingly I onu^tted no opportunity of draw* 
it^ information from the natives of all ranks ; 
from 'ftrangers long eftabdiihed in Spain; and from 
iho(e wfaO) bsring fefided but a lew years tbere^ 
were more likely to be ienfible of die fingulari* 
ties of the' national di%ofitton» I cannot &j my 
csideavours have been crowned with much fuc«* 
ce£i» 

Were I to ckaw the ^£titre of , the Spaniards 
from the manifold iketches traced by their coun* 
trymen," every prorince in die kingdom would in 
its turn appear a Pn-adifis, :axtdft Pandoemonium^ 
a feat of holy fplrits^ and a xicceptacle of niali:-^ 
ciotts devib* The moA contradiAory accounts, 
•nfiNTced by the moft pofitive afleveralions, have 
been repeatedly given me of die fame places, i 
f. have 



lavs bfifcn foand the ifirtue ptie pi^vttice' pfi^^ 
itfelfiAy-asbeiAg^the fpecifie mark of it&> ifliiaU^' 
t&nts, not only refufed them by^ a nerghbouriog^ 
eoaiitry, but the verf opfx^te vite impofed 
upon them ais tbeif dvaraderiftic. > The EngliSv 
Fremsh'^' andbdieribnrigperSj^Jiviitg intiSpaii^ are 
in general but . indUFdrontly qwdtted to decide- 
upon thefe matters.' As long as tfaey retain tbe- 
prejtidice? they. brDugh$«&om home a^uift e«ery^ 
tiling that claQies mtfa their nadve cuftoms, they, 
are but' partial judges; and when-oiice tiiey faK^ 
into the waysiof the piaoe^ where commerce* has 
fixed their let, theytbecOme fueh thorough paced^ 
Spahiirds, s that they can neither-'perceive the par** 
^cubirities you fpeak to them of, >nor affign tea^? 
ions fc^-^fes that are grown^ habitual to ih^n.^ 
'. . Ais I ana not afhamed to acknowledge;niy in-- 
fiifficiency) I frankly cor^efs it is netiivnay powep 
to give what you may think a fatisfaftory charac*^ 
ter df tfa^ Spttniards^r Were lincliiced to flatter 
my Jelf-lovC) I might add, that I do nob«fteem^ 
any of thofe who have almady)> \^itten on-tbe* 
fyhjeSt^ much better.^iualified -Aza myfelf . What 
I can venture t&fayi amounts* to very littW . . 
, .The Catalonians af^ar to be the mottiiS^ytf 
ftirrtng iet of men« the beft^^cakukted far btiiU 
aefs| tcaveliing attd manAUa£ltfiirie$« The'V<den« 
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eilm^ ^e a; more fuBen fedate race, better adapted 
to the occiipation^ of hiifbamtmeii, left eager td 
change place, and of a much more timid, fii& 
{>icious caft of mind than the former. The An^ 
dalufians feem to me tfie gf c^ talkers and rhodo^ 
mon^doeis of S{y^n* The CaAWians have- i 
manly ftift&khef^ and !efe s^pearance of cunning 
and deceit. The h&n^ Caftilltaiis are periiaps di^ 
kail induftrioiis of the whole nation; the okt 
Caftillfens are laborious*, and' retain more of and*^ 
iiht fibiplicity of manners ; bodr are of a firm^' 
determined fjfkk% I take die Afragonefe to be 
A mixture df Ae GaftHlkms and Catatonians, ra-^^ 
Aei* inclining tatheformer:- The Bifcajmers are 
acute and diligent, fiery and impatient of con« 
troiil ; more reiembling a colony of republicans) 
than a province <tf' 'an absolute monarchy. The 
Galicians are a plodding^ pains^taking race of 
fliiortals,' that roam o^ Spain in fearch of an 
hardly-earned fubfiftence* 

The liftiefs indiJence equally dear to the unci* 
vilieed favage, and to ^e degenerate flave of 
deipotifm^ is n& Wher^ more indulged than in 
Spain. Thott&ttds of nten in ail parts of the 
lealmi are feen to pafs their whole day, ivrapped 
iqitAadoak^ftandinginrows againft awall, or 
dosing tmdeir a tree, la total want of eVery ex«* 
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eitement to a^Hon, the ^ings of cbeur Intellect 

tual &caUie^ ,%£^^ ^ P^^Y9 ^<^ ^kw^ ff9^ 
confined witlun the wretched fpbere of mere ex^ 
iftence, and il^iey icarce feeia to hope or forciec 
9Ry ^^f% b^er thaA t^eirp refeiu fta^ of.vege^ 
fation* They fed littfe or no ccsacero for the 
V)di^re or glory of a coontty, where tb^ fariacf 
of tb^ earth is e<)gn>fled by a kw over-grow^ 
l^^iliesi who feldom .^cftow 9 thought on tha 
ConditioQ of their vaflals* The poor Spantani 
does. not -work, unkfs urged by irrefiftible want^ 
bec»yfe he perceives np adv^antage accrue fr^oi ion 
duftry^ As his food and raimrnt f^re purchafe^ 
at a finall expence, he ipends Jia more ttoie lA 
Ubovr<| than is abfohitely neceilary for procuring 
the icanty prpvifion his. abfteiDiottljie& fe<|uires« 
I have heard a peafant refi^fe to ^UB an errand lie-i^ 
c;^ulb he had that tnori^ing^rned as much al« 
ready as. wouki ^ft him $bf day, witdb^Ht puttiiig 
himfelf to any further trouble* 

Yet I am convinced that this Jaa»iief$ is not 
tiTeutiaUy inherent in ^e. Spaniib coi9pofitioo« 
For it :i$ in^poi^ble, withquit feeing them,. ^ 
conceive with what eagsriieis tbej^purfue any &^ 
Tourit^ fchen^e^ wi$h what v^n^e their paAcKi* 
work upon them^ and what vigour and eyeruon. 
of powers they dif|day ^en W(ff$ktt^ by a bull- 
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feaft, or the moft coitihim agieatidn 6f ' gaming*^ 
t vice to which they are fiiperiativdy ad4i£led« 
Were it again jpdffiUe, by an intelligenti fpiritedl 
adminiftratioii) to i^ before their eyes^ in a dear 
and forcible inafiner, ^oper iitcttemcnls to adi« 
vlty and itidujtry^ dte Spaniards might yet be 
toufed from their lethargy, and led to riches and re«» 
puution ; but I cOiifefs the tkfk tfi^ io dUBctilt^ diaC 
I took upon it rather as an Ut<^ah idea, thte at 
a revcdudon tilfiely ever t» take ptiice. 
' Their ibldier^ are brave^ mi patient df Iku'd* 
iup9. Wherever their ofteets lead them, diey 
will follow without flinching, thoagh it be tip to 
the mouth of a battery of cannon } but unleft tho 
example be given them by their commander, tiot 
a ftep will they advance* 

Moft of the Spaniards ire hardy ; and wflen 
once engaged, go through difficulties widM>ut 
Ddurmuringy bear the inclemencies of the fealbns 
with firmnefs, and fupport fatigue with amasing 
jfei&verance. They fleep every mght in their 
cloaks' on the groiknd i are fparing in diet, per* 
baps more from* a fenfe of habitual indigence,. 
than from any averfion to gluttony. WheheVer 
they can riot in the plenty of another man's bi« 
Me, they will gormandize t6 excefs, and, not 
content with eAttng their fiUi w^ carry off what« 

ever 
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OTer they^ can ftuff into their pockets. I Have 
noie thantonce beoA^a wim^ to the ipillage of 
afupper^ by the^ numerous beaux and admirer$ 
which the la£e$ lead affep tbeQ> in triumph^ 
wherever they are invited^ They are fond ot 
^ices, and fcarce eatf any thti^ wkhout falFron^ 
pimento, or garUc. They delight in wine that 
taftes ftrong of the pitched ikin» and of oil that 
hasia rank fmell and tafte. Indeedy'the £ime oil* 
feeds their lamp» iwiin$ in their pottage, and 
drefle^ ^heir fallad*. Jn inns the. lighted lamp is 
frequently banded down to^^the table, that eacb 
man may take the quantity he^ cht^es. Much' 
tobacco is* ufed- by tbema in finoaking and 
ehewing^t AH tbefe ho(^ drying, kinds of food,» 
co-opera^g- wftfa diepacchii?gcqualitie$,of. the-. 
atmoi|>here. • are afligned as caufes of the (pare 
make of the commx>n people in. Spain, where the* 
priefts and the inn^keepers afe.almqft the only 
wel}i»fed|. portly figures to be meti with. 
- Tbe-Spanifhisby.no oceans .naturally a fertous- 
melancholy nation. Mifery and di&ontent have^ 
caft,a.gloQmover them, inc^reafed^ no doubt, J}y the 
long habit of diftmfl and terror infpired by the 
ioquifition ^ yet eve^ village.^fUll r9foHi>ds widi 
themuilcof voices^and guitars $ and, their fairs^ 
aii4 Sui^]^ wakes-are«remarkable,ooify and riot«: 
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•ous. They talk louder, and argoe with more ve« 
hemence than even the French or Italians^ ancF- 
gefticulate with equal, if not fuperior eagernefs*' 
In Catalonia the young men are expert at Ball i 
and every village has its petota^ or groudd'for phty-' 
ing at fives ; but in the South of Spain I never 
perceived that the inhabitants ufed any particular 
exercife. I am told, that in the ifland of Major-^ 
ca they ftill wieM the iliag, for which their an*^ 
ceftors, the Ba]eares,^ere fo muchtehowned'*^ ' 
* Like moft people of Southern climates, they ^re^ 
^fty in their perfon^, and over-run with vermin.* 
As their cdnflitution may be faid' to be mia(de< 
iQ) of the mc^ boiiibuAibk ingredients, and prone 
to love in a -degree that natives of more northern* 
latitudes dan have no idea of, the cuftom of em^' 
bracing perfons of the other fex, which \t ufed on* 
many occafions by foreigners, fets thb SfMuiiards- 
all on fire. -They would as foon allow a man ta^ 

* * * 

pafs the night in bed with their wives or daugfa^ 
ters, as fiifier him to give theni a kifs^ . 
' I was furprized to find them fo much more TdkC'* 
warm in their devotion than 1 ocpeded ; but I' 
will not take upon me to afler^, ^ottgh I have* 
great reafen to believe it, that there is^^ in- Spain as^ 
little true moral religion as in any country. I ever 
travelled through^- although none abounds mei^ 
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with pi#viiicial fiotsCkors; local Madonnas, and 

altars celebrated for particular cures and indul- 

gcncies* RsUgion is a topic not to be <Qucbed, 

mucli lefs handled with any degiree of curioHty, in 

tbe doipim^ti^ of fo tremendous a tribt^ial as the; 

Inquificion* From what littl^ I faw, I am apt to 

Aliped) that the people here trouble th^mfblves 

wiA very few ferious thougbts on the fubjec^j and 

that, l»roviM they can bring themfelve$ to believe 

that their favxHtrite Saint looks upon theoi with aa 

€^ of ^fie6lion> tb^y take it for granted^ that uh«- 

4er hia benign influence, they are freed fr9in atf 

syprehenilons of damnation iii a future fiate ; and 

ifideed, from any great concern about the moral 

duties q{ this life* The burning zeal which di£* 

tinguUhed their anceftors above the reft of the Cau 

tfiolic world, appears to have loft much of its ac« 

tivity, aiid really feems nearly extingaiflied. It 

is hard to afcribe bounds to the changes a ccaltf^ 

fteady, ai^popular monarch might make uieccle* 

fiaftical matters* The unconcern betrayed by the 

whole nation at the fall of the Jefuits, is a firoog 

proof of their preieqt indiiFerence* Thofe fathers^ 

t)ie moft powerful body p<4itic in the Jiingdom^ 

the rulers of the palace» and the defpots of the 

cottagje) the diredors of the CQnfcience, and diA 

t9kf% of Iii9 (ortune of every r^ of men, wfrt. 

aU 
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all leized m one night, by detachments of fi>ldierS| 
hutriedlike malefa£tdrs to the tea-ports^ and ba- 
niihed for ever From therealm^ without the leaft ' 
refiftance to the royal maiidate. being hiade^ or 
even threatened. Their very tncmory (ecms to 
be annihifated with their power. 

We found the common people inoffenfive, if 
not civil ; and having never had an opportunity 
of being witnelles to any of their excefles, can fay 
nothing of their violent jealoufy or revenge, which 
are points moft writers on Spain have e:i(;;patiated 
upon with great pleafure. I believe in this Ilne^ 
as weU as in many others^ their bad as well as 
good Qualj^e3 have bcoix magnlEed juany .de|;pe6S 
above the truth* . . 

The nationalqualities^ good and bad, confpU 
cuous in the lower cla^s of men, are eaUly trar^ 
ced, and very difcemible.in tbofe^f higher rairk; 
for their 'education, Is too linvich negle^^dy thei> 
mjnds too little enligbtcfnedrhy ftudy or ron^mu- 
nlcatipn.with other nations^ tOfrub off the gc^;i/m^ 
ruft» with which the Spaniih. genius has^ibr abov^ 
ad age> been as it were incxuftated; The«p^b<i^ 
lie Tchools and univer(itie$.are in aJefpicaUe Asm 
of ignoi^ance and irregularity. Some feeble hope 
of future reformation is indulged by patriots ; 
but time muft ihow what probabilities they are 
grounded on. 

The 
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The reigns of Charics V. and Philip II. were 
tiiie times of great men and good authors, the Spa- 
nittx Auguftan age, and continued a few years un-* 
der Philip III. Since thofe days, it is difficult to 
point out any original work of learning or merit^ 
except thofe of Cervantes and La Vega, who fur* 
vived the reft .of the geniufes of that period. 

The common 'education of an Englifb gentle- 
man would conftitute a man of learning here } 
and Ihould he underftand Greek, he would be 

quite a phaeiiogienon* 

As to the nobility, I wonder how they ever 

learned to read or write; or having once attained 

fo much, how they contrive not to forget it. It 

is difficult to fay what they pafs their time in; or 

by what means, befides inattendon to bufifiefs, 

Aey employ in running through their immcnfe 

incomes. 

In the great houfes one cuftom may contribute 

to extravagance. A fetvant once eftabliflied, is 

never difcharged, unlefs for fome very enormous 

ofience. He and his family remain penfionersas 

long as ihcy live. The Duke of I pays 

near tien thou&hd pounds fterliiig a year in wages 

and annuities to fervants* 

• ' SWIKBURKB. 
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i^ECts LXXXVIL 

OF THE SPANISH LADX£S* 

9 
\ 

THE Spanifli women are in general tittle an4' 
thin. Few are ftrikingly beautiful, but almoft aM 
iiave fparidbg black eyes, fall (rf* expreffion. It is 
iiotthefiiflrion here, as in France, tobeighten dieir 
eclat ifnth paint. They are endowed by nature 
with a great deal of wit and lively repartee, but 
£)r want of the pdifh and tuqcoulrs of education^ 
the wit remains obfcured by the rudeft ignorance^ 
-and tfaemeft ridiculoits prejudices. Their tern* 
pers having never been iafhion by polite inter- 
courfe, nor foftened by neceffiu-y contradidition, 
are extremelypettifli and violent* They are con* 
tinually pouting about fomething or odier^ and 
put eut of humour l^ the mereft trifles. 

MoA of the ladies^ about court are the xeverfe 
of handfome, and do not ieem to have any ambi- 
tion of paffing for clever or accompliibed. Not 
one talent do they poflefs -, nor^lo they ever work, 
feadj write, or touch any mufical inftrument. 
Their Cortejoy or gallant, feems their only play- 
Aing« I believe no country exhibits more bare- 
faced 
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faced amour, and Aich an appearance of indeli- 
cate debauchery as diis. 

The account gh/tH me of tbeir manner of Hv- 

in the family way, as foon as they come out of 

the convent, and befio^ they have fixed upon a 

lover, to flU up their time more agreeably, is as 

foUoWs >^Thcy rife late, aiid loiter away die Te* 

iMfos of the nftornii^ simony; their attendants, or 

Wear kout at cbureb in a loqg bead-toU^ habi« 

ittti imnflieaaing prayers. They dine ^arisgly, 

ikep, Md then d»efs to launter for a oouple of 

liours on A^ Prado. They are never without 

fum fatt of fiigfir -plum, or hi^h l^i:ed comfit i^ 

(tfaeir moutlis* ... 

As toon as it IS dark, they r^a to^ bouS^ 
4]f fiime idderlj)^ jfemate relafioo, where tbeyaU 
Jaiddle together i^rera .pan of coat$, and woiddyiiiot 
/or ihe worid approach the company that inay oc* 
cafiopdljr^r«p in* It would th^ ow Dhem into- die 
greateft conftlftoH were they to be rtquefted to 
^oin im ^r coav»rfation. The hour of aflentbly 
fmfled, they huxajbotiie to their maidfi, a&d.ir|th 
ibdr hidpi fet about d«eifiof thoirowA fiij^cs by 
Kray of aiiiufemeiit» 
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ftECT. LXXI^Vin. 

AN€£pOTE Ot A FRIAAi 

• 

A VERY furious example of paffioit and cruel- 
ty happened while I was in Spain% A Oarmelite 
friar fell dcf^erately in love \¥ith a young woman 
to whom he was confcflbr. He tried every art of 
iedu^onhis defires could fuggeft id him; butto 
his unfpeakable vexation, found her virtue or irt^ 
dififerefftce proof agatnft all his machinations. His 
deipair was heightened to a pitch of nradnefs, upon 
hearing that flie was foon to be married to a per- 
fon of her own rank in life. The furies of jealoufy 
feized his foul, and worked him up to the moft 
barbarous ofallxieterminafions,^ th^t of depriving 
his rival of the prize, by putting an end to her ex- 
iftence* He chofe Eafler-wedk for .the perpetra- 
tion of his crime« The un(ufpe£ting girl came 
to the confeffiohaf, and poufed out her foul at his 
feet. Her innocence ferved only to inflame his 
rage the more, and t6 confirm him in his Woody 
purpofe. He gave htt abfolution and the facra- 
mcnt with his own hands^ as hi$*k)ve deterred him 
from murdering her before he thought flic was pu- 

VOL. 11. ' K rifled 
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rified from all (lain of fin, and her foul fit to take 
its flight to the tribunal of its Creator; but his 
jealoufy and refenge urged him to purfue her dowt 
the church, and plunge his dagger in her heart, as 
(he turned round to inake a geaufle^on to the 
altar. ' He was immediately feized, and foon con- 
demned to die^ but ieftJiis igoomh^ious exxcu- 
tion (hould jefled diihonour on a religious orde^ 
which boafts of having an aimt of ^e king of 
France among its memher% his ,fentwi^e vm 
changed into perpetuai-iabonir.amon^ the galley- 
iiaves of Pprjto Rico. 

Swinburne 
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« E C T. LXXXIX. 

<^¥ TH£ BATHS AT BAG1«£IIES. 

SAGNERES dertyes its sane from the mi- 
jaeral baths which were known and frequented by 
.the ancient Romans, as many infc^iptions and 
nvonuments ftiU extfting on the fpot, fatisfiifio- 
rily demonftrate. 

The pcafonts jX the neighbourhood are a lively 

lace, 
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i^ice, and often aflembic m a rfhady walk near the 

gates to dance. One of the queens of Navarre 

remitted all fines upon alienation of property at 

Bagneres, on condition chat a fmall fatn ihould 

be levied upon each perfon admitted to his* free» 

dom, apd fpent in honfiiies and other me;;f y cx^ 

pencesat Midfuminer* .- ' 

'. .'Xhe fituation of this place is happily calculAteii 

for all exercifes that tend to the recovery of 

health. Itiabvilton aflat and :very dry! foil. 

Every part of it enjoys an eafy comtnu^ication 

widi die.fiddsy the banks of the rkrer^ .or the 

high-roads, where the weal^erfprt of vifitants ma; 

breathe die frefh air, and regain ftrength by mo*» 

derate exertions }< wKiJe the more vigc^ous, who 

repair to Bagneres for the iake of amufeoient, 

maydimb delightful hills, aud wander ^mong 

fludy groveSy t|irough -a variety pf la&dfcape$. 

The plains and eminences are traverfed by inqu- 

tnerable paths acceiiible to hor&men as well as 

footRpafiengers. The high grounds are not like 

thofe in the Alps^brokeaand precipitous^* but ea#> 

fily floped, and clothed with foft and picafant yety» 

dure. The timber that crowns their'iiimmits is 

of the nobleft fize:. In the heart of cultivation, 

and jiear the foot of the mountains, the Spaniih 

che(but|>redominates, intermingled with cherry, 

K ft walnut. 



vnltaitf and other fruit dxes, round which Ae 
the vine entwines its tendrils* Higher up &e ex^ 
tent of i^fture becomes more confiderable. The 
middle regions of the mountains are darkened 
with woods of beech overhung by iorefts of fil< 
ver fir^ and above all, black pinnacles, of rocks 
fhoot up to a frighful height^ with hete and there 
a wreath of fnow preferved unmelted through»the 
fummer by the prote^on of their fliade* - 

That fide of the mountains which faces the 
noontide fun is richly covered with wopd| but 
the oppoiite flope is feldom fo beautiful, for it 
produces fewer trees, and tbofe of%a ftinted 
growth. The grcatetf part of thcfe forefts is 
the common property of the neighbouring vil- 
lages, and as high- as carriage can be eafily OMi- 
trived, is c^t after ar^ular but carelefs manner, 
for die fiipply of fuel, and the .puipofes\of huf* 
bondry. * 

The medicinal waters, at Bagnecee have alone 
re&ued this valley from the obfcurity which in* 
vol vesibmanyneighbouring beautiful difiri£te. A 
greatnumberofboiling,lufcewann,andc9ldftreains 
ifliie out of the fides of the mountain that covers 
die town on the weilern aiped^ All of them paf> 
iefs, or are fuppofed to poflefs, very ftrongbealing 
qualities, which eachpatientappiies with greatcon* 

fidcncc 



fulence to his {nrticular (Kforder, iirkler t^ direc- 
lionsof the pbyficiansof theplace* The fmnmiiof 
this mountain is indented with ahkrge hollow^ (ioit^ 
lar to the crater of a volcano, and I have no doubt 
but fire has been emitted from this cup at fomi) 
period beyond the reach of hiftory. The fire 
which was then fuf&cient to produce explofions^ 
and to caft forth torrents of lava, dill retains the 
power> in its weaker ftate, of imfKurting virtue 
in various degrees to the mineral fprings tliat flow 
from the mountain where its focus is eftabliihed. . 
The number of wells and baths amount to 
thirty. Some are covered in for the ufe pf 
patients, who can afford to pay for their cures ^ 
Others are open pools where the poorer elaiii 
gargle their ulcerous throats, or lave their foreS) 
gratis. The heat of fome fpouts is at firft al^ 
moft infupportable, but gradually grows Ie(s pain- 
ful. I have feen people expofe their deceafe^ 
limbs to the boiling ftream for more than a quar- 
ter of an hour at a time* The hotteft fprlng 
raties the quickfilver in Farrenheit's thermometet 
to 12^3 degrees, while the cooleft cauies it ti> 
afi^nd no higher than 86. Out of the thirtjt 
different iburces two are exactly equ^l in heat 
to that of the human body, ten below, an4 
eighteen ab6ye it« Their medicinal qualities dif* 
f<^ na ]e& eflentially than their degrees of heat i 
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for the Waters of the Queen's bath are ftronglf 
purga'tiVe, thofe of Sklut and Le Pre diyretkr and 
cooling. 

The bath of Salut is fituated about a mile from 
the town, among the mountains. A plealimt 
ivinding' road leads to^t, through beautiful fields 
planted with clumps of chefnut trees. The 
koufes and groves on the furrounding hills cheer 
Hie profpe^i but in fo hot a feafon, and in this 
latitude,"^ an avenue would be a greater improves 
ment and relief to the patients. 

' The fpring is copious, and equal to the demands 
of thecrowds that Hock round it on hollidays, wbea 
every perfon may drink his fill for the value of 
three farthings Englifii. ' The vogue is fo great^ 
that two guineas have been taken in one mornkig^ 
ftt this low price. . 

' F«)m*th>5 drinking place the waters are con-» 
4W!f)redinto two marble troughs, which are in cori- 
ftant ufe during the whole feafon. Seniority of 
ieddenee ^conftilutes the right of bathing, and 
therefore many late comers, who forefee but a 
dtftftiit profpe(^ of being accommodated with aa 
hour of Salut, take up with the other batht of itift* 
rior reputation, but perhaps equal efEcacy. The 
degree of heat of Salut is 88|. When 'evapo- 
rated by a flow equal fire, the furfitoe of its water 



fe^cbvered^wfth % pelHcIfr formed by ftnall iftltpKT 
cbr^ktls^ whicfr towards the comptetion of the 
el^poHstioh acqutrd^confiderabl^acrituije. Tbefc" 
waters contain no par tides- of iron, butfmall pa-^ 
ra!le1dt)iped pyrites are frequently found in them^ 
ojf^a bright gokkn^ colour,v and' about an incb* 
long, • . * 
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joxrkvtnr iirro TKEjHrART of the 

PTRENEAK MOUNTAINS. 

1 RETURNED yefterday to Bagneres from 
t^oumey on horfeback, thtough the moft roman*- 
tic and'curiotis part of tke Pyrenees, and haften 
tm impart my obfervations, while each idea 19' 
ftill imprefled with force on* "the tablet of my , 
roembry/*' 

I fet our on the -fixth bf ' A«gufl: with fome* 
friendly Aiid travelled lip^ thi valle/. The lowr ' 
grwiindsarefinely cultivated. Numberlefs ftreams' 
pouir acrofi the roa<|y and hurry^to blend tfeeir wa*-* 
pmwMx thofe of the Adour, which is here con* 

K 4: fined' 
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fiiM^lo a narrow bed. Beyond it eaftward,^ Ait 
teoufttains are covered with beautiAil verdure. 
At their foot ftands Afte, a village belonging^ txk 
the family of Grammont^ 
, A peafant who refides here^ earns a liyelibood 
by fupplying the apodiecaries with medicinial 
plants, which he gathers on the adjacent mojaja- 
tains, particularly that of Lieris, juftly celebrated 
for the immenfe and variegated (how of flowers^ 
that cover its eleVated paftures, before ibeep atid 
^ cattle are let in to graze. * 

The convent of capuchins, at Medous, oppo- 
fite to Afte, is placed fo clbfely under a moun- 
tain, that in winter it enjoys but two hours fim- 
ihine in the whole day. Its garden is ^emarkablc^ 
for a large volume of water, that iflues out of the- 
rocks. Troutsarc often feen fwii^ming down- 
thtr fiream, but \{ 4ifturbed, they retire into the 
bowels of the mountain^ to fome fubterraneQUSL 
lake. 

The populouijiefs. of this vale is fcarce eredir 
ble. In the extent of three miles I reckoned neas" 
fy'G hundred boufes or barns. The* burgh of 
C^pan gives nan^e to the upper diftriift) and is^ 
famous for the. excellency of its butter. It K-^ 
knowledges no lord but the king, and has SP9&^ 



di^Bgaf^Ie woods and cultivated; land^ iffffG^fing 
t# its community* 

At a fmall diftan<:«r above. Ae town, Vi^ 1l^«m' 
eonduSed to a cdebf ated- grottOy» in the fide ef a* 
bare mountaut. The entranee is iiaitew ait# 
fl'oping, but at the depdr of teiv feet^ the floor of 
tfie cavern lies nearly on a levetv The vault iet« 
dqm exceeds nine fecit ixi- height. t» length- is atl 
bubdred aiid fo€»r yaFds* The padi^ is we# an<l 
rugged. The walls and roof are incruftated witb 
chryflafifatrons^ butaHttDftl were curious for fi«e|* 
ibape, or beauty 5>f coloxfr^ had^ been^bfcdEen^efl^ 
and carried away by preceding traVefleris. A^ the 
end- of the grotto we found a> marble flab,, fixeic^ 
f^ by order of the countefs of Brionne, to com-^^ 
memorate that after infinite labour, &e, with^ 
her family and ferv2nts,.whofe nami^kre 8^\^n« * 
iigned to immorvdity on ihis fubierranedus mo«r 
AMinenty penetrated th^ far into the bow^k> of 
the earth, in the year 1766. ' • • 

' Above Campan the valley grew more confinedc ' 
Tke hills on the rigHt hand werr ftudded with> 
ntes and barns,: and covered Mrith lively verdure ; 
thofe on the left, were rocky, barren^ and (a-^ t 
vage« At the chapel of St. Mary,, two branched ^ 
of the Adour flow from difierene glens and join^ 
fjtmi waters. We rode up tlie mote vireftern ' 

£ 5 ftream 
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ftreHh ta €rf i(S where all l^ve! grolimi termi* 
nates. Noble groves of fir overhang the river, 
VfkA^ 49fiiQS, fiiceeffiyely * down three rom^ptic 
£|)ls. Having taken Ibrne refreihtnent we pro- 
C|«4e4w *c mqjuitwn.by a winding, ftefsft and 
riiggedrpadi, through a foreft of iilver and fpruce 
firs*. • W^ occailonally xaugbt views of the river * 
f^amiog among the rocks and trees^ and in oor^ 
-f^t;daffting:over a vaft precipice in a fuU^ naag* 
n^cent .flieet. 

Upon' leaving die woedr we ^coiled a large 
H^d j^ain, at the foot of the Pic du mldi, the 
higfa^ft mduntain on the Pyrenees. The Adour 
iflii^s out of a pytamidical hill, a few miles far* 
tber lip, and winds in a fmall ftream through the 
ruil)y paftvres. Abundance of flowers animate 
ith^ifacB of ^tiM otherwifip duU fcene of nature^/ 
We ;i|rer^now arrived in the higheft point of land 
Vf% had.jto fuffjaount, when we were furprifed by 
a very heavy fall of fnow, that whitened all the 
futroundjng enunences^ but ibon melted into rain 
and wetted us thoroughly. 

When the ftorm abated, and the atmosphere 
grewcle^r, a horrible view opened down the val« 
"0^ of Barege^. Rude and barren mountains 
^ H^c 1% on both (Ides, and the Bafton, a foaming,^ 
torrent^ .4il)f. the inceri^tdiatc hdlow. We dc*^ 

fcendcd 



fisended jby At edgt ofthe river, ^ndentered one 
of the blackeft and moift ddbbtte places in natiire» 
\riiiere not. a. tree mm to be feen; but the heights 
were fcamed whb . ]niwning crevices^ and the 
pafiages bIocked^«p with quarries of ftone, tum- 
bled from^^ difis% the irr^fiftible &rce of the 



An dita* fiigbtAd xhafm fkmiis die . village of 
&reges« cobfifting4>f a fii^e ftreet built along; 
the fouth fide of the torrent. The fituation it fo 
dai^^emus'and horrid, that the inhabitants dare 
ODD aBIde hitoe in iwintee. Tfasy rcmpve all their 
&mktire,.0ven diorsnod windaws,^arfttch houfes 
aiare ifiippoibd moft t>ttft of the any of mifchief* 
i^.ft«r..iisvaiid'.ibldters alcxne remain, to prefei:v«. 
thei^i^5:frocD being buried under d\e earth that 
fltdead^^a fioom the mouittains* So|Detime&a:IaPge; 
volume of water burfts out of itsiufei^ tb«&oirerpbisi 
o£d Uca Qo^theiimmitvand fweept ^ali before it. 
£veqs;]pear> fiMne-^hotifea ase wafiiedlfaway by the 
floodsytor cru&ed under < the. weighjt of fnovi^« 
The avelanchis^ or . heaps . ofsfiaow . that are de^^ 
tached fposi the mountaln%i are often fo prodigi«. 
otts as jto)£Ik4)p.i:h«i whole:. bottpQl'^af^ the gkn ; 
and the river ^aa been known t9 roUfbr feveraL 
wei^ks tbcougb an arch of its own forming undqr» 
thifi immeafurable roA&« . • . . . .:«:.«. 
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I'he ndnefal waters, for which Bareges^ 
fsMncd) iiSie out of the hiB in the center of die 
village, and are diftrSittted tato diree baths. They 
are very fetid, but clear in ^ .glafs. Their de- 
grees of heat rife from 89 to u^i* Thejare 
greafy to die touch, tinge filver black, and are 
efteemed fovereign in the cure of ulcers, wounds^ 
and ferophukms lutmours. The ballis bdongto 
the king, and are esuirdy under the dirediQiiL of 
bisfurgeoos» s 

The poor have ifae ufe of a kurge badr covered 
Widi boards^ and aie fed kjr a tax of fix Uvcea 
impofed upon all new corners* With lliis fuad« 
comfortable dmmt is provided for them, and dtf* 
triboied in' pf efence of the governor, a werdijp 
veteran, whofoliciced this command frofH^amo* 
five of gratitude, . having^been cured, cf a daogci;^ 
4US wound by bathing it. with thefe waters. . 

No compa|[|f reibrts hither merely for amufe-^ 
ment* DUbidcffS only, and thole feveie and in-- 
v«eler ate ones, can induce people to inhabit thefe 
wild regions. There is an allembly^room and le^ 
^larbiKdi, when it is, I know not whether ^ 
melanchol^r a ludicrous fight, to behcid feveral 
couples dancilig together, fome with a leg bound 
upy others with an arm in a fling, and all with a 
feeble body and a fickly afpcA. 

In 



nib thefe mirahtsunous f^eiies natureexhibitt her 
botdeft featunes. Here every objeA Is extended 
upon a viil fiade^ and tbc whole aflbqiblage im« 
prefies the tpe&9Mr with awe as well as admU 
ratiom I wUh It were poMde for me to ccMnmu* 
fiicate^ by means cf words or paundngs, die rap* 
brents &nfiidons excited in my mind by the fight 
of tkofeibbUme wDrks of the Creator* 
^ r Atr^we advancdil ^» o^r j^mrney we found our- 
&l«et« immured in a narrow ynUkfy with tfa« 
(few roaring befcw us^ between walk of im* 
menft rocks^ and Irequently hidden from our 
view »by Akk grofes of Ihne and oa|: trees* 
Tlie*fatkwaa wide-eooiigb for^our mountain 
bcM-fisy' b^ ve^ ahrnringtoibme une9q>efiMced 
traneUcs^ jb> our company » On pne hand a per* 
pendteulal roek, without any parapet^ laid -open 
the deep ghioiiiiy^d erf the river abmrft under 
cur ftet). and a fbiVery mountain preflbdfo: clofe 
upon naonthetrffefei^ as toleavv^no roi^:nfor » 
retftot. The torns in tho^road, vdu^ ton'enta 
have heaped ftones, and ichoale^d the p4fs with rub^ 
biih^ are particukrly diftseffing ; yl^ut oar horfesr 
were 6> uacoaoemed and fure^footed, that*they 
feoft iiifpired their riders wi^et[ual indifference' 
for the AuToanding^petib^ 

The whole valley is occupied by the river and 

the 



tke rcad^' wiACvaft piles of monintains fifiiigm 
cftchrfidc, aiidalmofr clofing together* NowaiiiH 
thofi IrveKfpets: occuf aMithe:angfa: of {tfacrivevw 
We .crofled«^ biidge rofliaiidcAUy clotted -witb^ 
ivy,.iwbickJiidtfap: tvatemdcmtohaftxy/froixiMoiir- 
ef^k . Hi|ge. roclB$ rear npt dieir pespendiciiiari 
points^ .and torrents ntfii over the^ on all fides.^ 
The mounUin«aib^iidfenriceetMe^iiliifaig^iitidt» 
clvftei^ beciiefy t bead, ovem the ptreoipiees, and 
feftrn tbe harfluMfs^j^f the wild ^pcofpefit. . Aftt^i 
tbis the valley ratb^Yw^s oitt^ andjoore voom* 
i9?allo]iied foetthftfindefiittgabfe induftrjr of the jui«i! 
IvibttantI to .e3fieit*itfel£(s but great . pltrt .of tbe^ 
leyd) and atttbeiflwrer rcgioa^ of thrnioiiiifcaus^ 
ai:e ovjergrown . iiviiih * wooc^ j0teify«rfi:d .^!^ z* 
charming variety of^ flowering £brubs. MbnjK oh 
tbe fevourite. denizoiia ^ OM £hglsfli^'^4ecia^ 
ftoimih faece ha all ithetr mativfe laxufbulcy^: : / 

I Tbisr. dafe, terminates: at Gecrei,«a.ra«iUfiig^ 
Milk^e oa. the fidit of .tbe mo^Miafi^r Tbo- 0oad ifi' 
aftdnittids^cutxthsottgbvthe roek^ anftjeads to ai 
fituatioa that gave us-an idea^of coitftt^oa and^ 
defolation, theeffe^of;foinevipleatei|rtb€pjake«* 
The QBount^n is fpbt and'tolrz^.totpieceft. Its fideft^- 
a4id foot are ftre wed witb'lnnitmeraUe huge Uodca: 
of ftone, detached from die impendiag ridge that: 
forms its bare fummit« . Tbe paflage tbrougb^ this 
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tfi^yUhytin^ opened |d ^maqpiSctnt am|ilii«^ 
threatce. . Oa tlft top «iw«^ t'bi^k /offo^ M6s% 
^<fo%h which r<?v^4 ftff^iAis*jforci9g^lbdT,wa)rt* 
dafheddowh 6e. lofty prfqipaiee^ but aloioft va* 
i^ftied away in miffcbd'iMPe tbty«p#ujAi«acb ihe 
bottom* The field befow was b^AUtifiilly om^^ 
iftfead with purple monkilioa^ • . i ! 

Our morning's expeditioa ended at. Gabamky 
where we found good aiQCQiiH&odatioiu prepared 
£6r uj^by a meflenger we, had difpatched the pre* 
cediiig day. This is a villgge confifting of a 
church) and thirty houfi;^ iivthemidft of bar^ 
bills, ihaded by very high mountains^ and tra« 
verfbd in feveral..dive&toi]|$» by foaQiing torrents. 
The curate partook of oiir dJAner, s^ter we had 
removed the table t<^ the door of the inn ; for he 
durft aeidiereat nc^r drink within the walls of a 
public houfe. yfe foiind him a modeft converf* 
ableaian» worthy of a richer if ttlement. 
, After dinner we travelled towards the h^ad of 
the Gave, the obje& of our journey. We had long 
had in view the ihow-capped-clif& from which ita 
waters ifltie, but were fiirprifed to find them ftill 
{6 diftant from us. We fpent an, hour and a half 
in riding acrols a bare traA of pafture, clofed in 
with immeme forefts of evergreens on the French 
j^e,^ along the SpaniCh frontier, which lies x>n 

the 



life rigl^t* hanii) tioafyjkdhy burt locky moimeami§r 
This flHkmh't^iMihe Frade. Tbe river fellowSF 
a ftrpentine ebiirfe^ Aiougd k. In winter k w 
psnstriify 9G^ticiiff4^tAiifv^ forty feet deep. 
^ Our gakte haillRg now brought «s to his nepb» 
ffiftiv^ prelle<^ nt eamcflly to aligbe, as nd korfe 
bad ever advanced beyond this pafs. But as we 
were notoofitented with 6> <fiftant a view, we re- 
medied hi$ timi^ advice, and clambering over feve*^ 
rat rocky eminences, plunged into theriver, whiclr 
by its limpidity deceived bvr eye, bo& as to th^ 
depth of watery and tbe fixe of the rocks at 
the bottomr It i<e€fak#4 otir otlhoft exertions to 
extricate o»r horfes, and bear them lafe througit 
to t^ oppofite bank. This difficrity being over* 
eome, all others appeared contemptible, and we ibon 
yeached the etoter of a moft ftupendous amphi*^ 
theatre. Three fidles of it are formed by a range 
of perpendicular rocks : At fourth is fltaded 
with wood* Above the upight wall, which is of 
a homUe height, rife f<fveral ftages of broken 
maflesy each covered with a layer of everlafting 
fiiow. The mountain eaftwardends in (harp pin^ 
nacles^ and rifns off to the weft in one immenfe 
bank of fnow« From thefe concealed heaps tbt- 
Gave derives its excellence* Thirteen ftreams 

soft 
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ntfii down die imghty precipice^ and unite their 
waters at its foot. 

The wh<de weftern comer of the area below 
is filled with a bed of (how^ which being ftrudc 
by few rays^f the fun at any feafon, receives a 
fufficient voluoie of frefli friow every winter, to 
balance tJie lofs occaiioned by the vtrarmdi of the 
^mofphere in fummer.* Two of the torrents fell 
upon this.extenfive (rozen furface. They have 
worn*^ huge chaftn, and extending from it, a 
tcauIt^A paflage five hundred yards, in length, 
through yrhich their waters roll* We boldly rode 
orar this extraordinary bridge, and alighting at 
the foot of the racks,, walked down the pafiage. 
The fhow lies above it near twenty feet duck* 
The roof is about fix feet above thi^ ground, and 
findy turned in aii arch> which, appears as. if it 
had been cut arid chiileled by the hand of. SEon* 
In tomt places there are columns, and collateral 
gaUeries. The whole glittered like a diamond^ 
and was bea^utifully pervaded by the light. ^ The 
only i^s/coaveniefice we fclt> arofe firom the drip- 
ping occafieu^ by the eactreme beat of the day^ 
ky wbich even, this great body of fnow waa 

• A& we emerged with the river from this fimgu*^ 
|ar. grotto^ we unharboured three chamoy goat^ 

that 
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tftaetfiad^ taken refuge, in the moodi of the icaiv^ 
againft the burning rays of noon.. They darted 
atnafs the pkin,' and afcended the fteepeft parts of 
tkd rockS) where we fobn lofr fight of them^ 
Thefe animals are called Ysards inltiis country* 
They are rather Smaller than the fallow deer, of ft^ 
i|}uddy reddifl) yellow colour, with fnubbed nofe, 
and ihort black horns* In^&ape they refemlrle a 
d^er, walking with their heads upright and (kipi* 
ping away with admirable fwiftnefy. But they da 
not bound} they ruii« when at &Ii Wretch- No 
beaft of the foreft js of more difficult acceft. 
Theyfeldom quit the'h»gtieilaAd.moft.inaoceffi-^ 
ble parts of the mountains. During the wintry 
ftorms they hjive been k^n fixed on liie brow of a 
precipice, with their faces towapds the wind,.pro« 
bably to* prevent tha raia.andi;fiiowfrom.lodging= 
undev their- haii^ 

• Notwithftandfngtbeirfii(prcibuB,wiIdnatiire,and 
their extreme velocity^ the hardy mountaineers 
find means to deftroy them.. Theylieout wholer 
days and. nights watching their opportunity, and* 
making good ule of it when it offers; for tbey.aie 
iOfiCelhsnt markfmen. They, have finequently as 
much difficulty in reaching the dead prey, as ia 
ag|»rokcluAg it while Kving.. The flefli of the. 
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Ysard is much efteeited. Its (kin makes foft and 
Ufefu}g]oveSi 

The fetting of the funroufedus from the ecftacy 
in which the contemplation of thefe awful fcenes 
h^d enwriipped every fexufe, and warned us to re^ 
^ire before the want of light JhouU. render thofe 
paflages doubly dangerous^ which we had. found 
very difficult even in the glare of day. The fun 
funk behind the fnowy cliffs in admirable beauty, 
tinging' the mountains with a rich variety of fiery 
bueS) which died away into themoft tender tintSb 
of purple. , 

The mountains abound' witb game, . Ae-rf^r* 
with fiih. Here are ho lords of manorial rights^ 
tad therefore game is the property of every mem- 
6er of the community that can catch it; Except 
feme tra^b of wood refer ved for the ufd/of' the 
oa^' all thc'foreffts are held in comlnonv 
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S £ C T. XCI. 

0T FOft.TUCAL lU GEKXRAL ; THE TftOOUCE 
: OF THB rOVNTRY, ANP TflS CUSTOMS 
AND MANNERS OF THE PEOPLE* 

THE kifigdoiQ of Portugal is fituated to the 
weft of Spain, from which it is feparated on the 
porth and the eaft by the river MinhO) aiid fome 
fmall rivers and hills ; on thc-fouth and weft it t^ 
WSkibcd by the fea. Its whole extent from north 
to fouth is three hundred miles ^^^ ^^ breadth 
from eaft to weft) wbeie broadeft^ is about eae 
hundred s|nd twenty. It is in the £ime 'climate 
firifh SpMn^ sMid as w(^ as that countryy is very 
mountainous} butthe foil is in geni^rd ^N<3i{c^ and 
never produces corn enough for the fupport of its 
inhabitants. As to wheats it has^ always pro* 
duced lefs of that valuable grain, dian what the 
people require. In the fouthern parts pafture is 
always fcarce, and the^attle fmall and lean, though 
the ilefh is generally well tafted. But to' make 
amends for this want of com and pafture, here are 
made vaft quantities of wine, which is; indeed the 
beft commodity of xhis. kingdom. ^ Oil is sdfo 
• .::.- made 
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made here in great abundance^ but it is fiir inft^ 
rior to that of Spain and Italy. ' Lemons and 
eran^ Hicemrifetgrbw here ; and are exported id 
great quantities^ tbmigh the acidity of the lattser 
is not near > fo ptedfsOR^ as- tbofe that c#nae from 
Smile; norinddedare their raifins^^figi, almonds^ 
and chefnotsiehher fo large,- or (b^ell tafted -as 
tboie of Spiain. : However,^ their fweet oranges^ 
which diey¥ave introduced' from Chiita, and are 
thence called ChtMa oranges, are the beft of thi^ 
kind ia; Europe. Herbs and flowers of all forts 
are herd cQmmonly very good, and abundance df 
perfumed waters are diftilled from thofeof the 
odorlfeJHMislctnd, ,^hich are here in great requeft^ 
ihey being ufed iaaliAoft every thing diat iseat^ 
drank, txr worn; * 

Tbe^dleh' manuf^ftures of this country ar^ 
fo indiferent and coarfe, that they are only worn 
by the meaner fort; and though their filks are 
in (bm^plaires much bettefs, they are fer infericNr 
in bauity and goodnefs to thofe made in Spain* ^' 

Tlse modern Portugtiefe retain ^lothing of that 
adventurous enterprizing (pirit that renderedf their 
forefothersfoiUuftrious three hundred years ago; 
They have, ever fince the houfe of Braganza 
RKmnted the throne, degenerated in all their vir4 
tues ; though fome noble exceptions are ftill re-» 

maining 
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oHitiung among tbrniiy and no people are fo fittie 
^l^ged as the Portuguefe are< ' to the reports of 
hiftoriaiis and tcavellers; Tl^ dc|;eneracy is 
evidendjr owing to the weaknefii of. their mo- 
narchy, which renders theaar motive r and that 
inzStivitf hajtproved th^fourceiofpffide^ai^ other 
unmanly vices. Treachery has been laid- to their 
charge, as well as ingratitude^ and ;diQve all^ ati 
intemperate; paiion for revenge. -.They, are, if 
poffiUe, mprfe fuperitidousy and, both in high and 
common life, aiFe^moreftalt than. the. Speniaida 
themfelves. Among the lower people,, ducving 
is commonly praAifed ; and all ranlf s^arfe accufed 
pf being unfair in their dealings, efpedally widi 
^ai\gers. It is hard, howev^er, toiaywhatalte- 
ration may be m&de in the charader of die Portu* 
guefe, by the expulfion of the Jeiuit^ and the 
diminution of the papal influence among them, but 
above all, by that fpirit of independency, widi re* 
gard to commercial afiairs, Upon Great Britaint > 
which^ not much to the honour of their grati* 
tade, thougb to the intereft of their own coun- 
try^ is now fo much encouraged by their court 
and miniftry. 

The Portuguefe are neither fo tall nor fo well 
made as the Spaniards, whofe habits and cuftoms 

A^7 
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^Oief imlbte ; oidy the ipiality affedtoi>e.mcit 
jpiljznd richly drefied. 

T|ie women ase moftiy. beautiful when youngs 
though their complexion is- inclinable to the olive.; 
hat the rftdiferaet ufe.^ ^saint renders dteic Hdna 
ihrivelled as with old age, before they are turned 
x>fthirty« Their eyes, howevei:^ which are geafri- 
rally hiack and fparkling, retain their Juftre after 
dieir other charms are withered, - The <|iuck. dei- 
4tay of beauty is in ibnie meafure recompenc6d by 
the vivacity of their wit, in Which they are faid to 
excel the women of all other nations* Tkey are 
cfxtremely charstableandge^rdus^ and xeniarkable 
fortheir modefiy^ . 

Spei9acles are commosdy wom^faere as weH as 
In Spaing as a mark of age and gravity ; for it is 
obt^rvable of th^fe two ^nations, that <dd a^e^ vAth 
a gsave and fdlemn behaviour, procurefitchre^^ed^ 
that the young, affib^l to imitate the £;>lemnity of 
^dieold* _. 

Lisbon, the capital of I^ortugai, is built updnie^ 
9«n hills, and is thought to contain 200,000 inha- 
bitants. Some of the hills file up abovd the reft; 
and Tome again are fo interwoven and. conccafted^ 
that they form an agreeable diverfity of hills and 
vales ; fo that, from the oppofite {hits of the Ta^ 
gus, itlool^siikean immenie amphitheatre, which 

has 
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iias all the cfaarms that can be produced by a V3i^ 
riety of the moftfumptuous edifices, refleding*iuib 
common beauties upon eachodier by thefaappinefs 
t^ their fituation. Nor do the fine proipefls of 
jdie country give ie& pkafiu^ewhen theyaFevicwei 
from the emtr^nces in theci^; fon/rfaat can bea 
-finer fi^t than a beauti&I country, and fifth a fi^ 
ver as the Tagus, covered with forefts of Ihip^ 
•from aU nations'? Its fituativa certainly renders ilk 
aljppearance at once delightful and fuperb) and it k. 
dderVedly-accounted the.greateff port inEwrop^, 
next to London and Amfterdam. > 

Thecity>beforediegreatearth!^wake,afibrdedA]H 
a nobler profpe6l when viewed from the river, dKih 
k does atprefent, on account of the gradual-afcent 
of the buildings. But this dreadful €ai!tb<)uaktf, 
rWhich began on the iiril of November, 'i775>'s« 
about ten in the morning, laid the iineft bttildiDgfi 
of Lifbon inruinS) and reduced that.ciry to a fcene 
of the moft terrible defolatlon. To complete t&b 
public dSftre(% a fire foon after broke out and 
fyre^d among the ruins ; andby thefe diiafters*die 
Bang's Palace^ ^e Cuftom^houle^ St. Domtntc^ 
church, St. Nicholas's, and manyo^rs, ^viereeip* 
ther thrown down or confumed, together wid» 4 
•great rumber of private houfes.- But happily 
foine whole fireets efcaped the general calamity, 
and were left ftanding entire. 

All 
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All that part of the city which was demoliflied 
by the earthquake, is now planned out in the moft 
regular and commodious form. Some large 
fquares and many ftreets are already built. The 
flrcets form right angles, and are broad and fpaci- 
6us. The houfes are lofty, elegant, and uniform; 
and being built of white ftone, make a beautiful 
appearance. 

The air here is fo foft, atid the flcy fo clear, that 
it is quite delicious ; which joined to the excel- 
lence of the water, makes the inhabitants fo ex- 
tremely healthy, that they have the happinefs of liv- 
ing to a very great age, without being opprefled 
with infirmities, and continually attacked by frefh 
diforders, as is ufual in other climates. The cli- 
mate is fo temperate, that they have rofes and many 
other forts of flowers, even in the winter. 

The fecond city in this kingdom is Oporto, 
which is coqiputed to contain 30,000 inhabitants. 
The chief article of commerce in this city is wine; 
and the inhabitants of half thefhops in the city are 
coopers. The merchants affemble daily in the 
chief ftreet, to tranfadl bufmefs, and are protected 
from the fun by fail-cloths hung acrofs from the 
oppoflte houfes. About thirty Englifli families 
refide here, who are chiefly concerned in the 
wine-trade. Tour through PortugaI. 

Vol. II. L sect^ 
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SECT. XCII. 

OF tCOB^WAY,. ANO BERGEN ITS CAPITAL. 

THE climate of Norway is much more vari- 
ous than in moft other European countries. In 
the fummer-nights, the horizon when unclouded, 
is fo clear and luminous, that at midnight one 
may read^ write, and do all kinds of work as in the 
day; and in the extremity of this country, towards 
the iflands of Finmark, the fun is continually in 
view in the midft of fummer, and is obferved to 
circulate day and night round the north pole,con- 
trafting its orbit, and then gradually enlarging.it, 
till at length it leaves the horizon. On the other 
hand, in the depth of winter, the fun is invifiblc 
for fome weeks ; all the light perceived at noon 
being a faint glimmering of about an hour and a 
halPs continuance ; whichy as the fun never ap- 
pears above the horizon, chiefly proceeds from the 
refleftion of the rays on the bighett mountains, 
whofe fummits are feen more clearly than any 
other objefts. But the wife and bountiful Crea- 
toy has granted the inhabitants all poifible affift- 
ance^ for befides the moon-(hine, which by reflec- 
tion 
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lion from the mountains is exceedingly bright m 
Valleyf?, the people receive confiderablc relief from 
the Aurora Bvreatis^ or northern lights, which of- 
ten afford them all the light neccffary to their or- 
dinary labours^ 

On the eaft fide of Norway, the cold of wintet 
generally fets in about the middle of 0£lober,'and 
lafts till the middle of April. The waters are 
congealed to a thick ice, and the mountains and 
Valleys jcoverdd with fnow. However, this is of 
foch importance to the welfare of the country, that 
in a liiild wiliter, thepeafants who live among the 
mountains ^re confiderable fufFerers; for without 
this fevere froft and fnow, they can neither convey 
the timber they have felled, to therivers, nor carry 
their corn, butter, furs and other com modi ties^ 
in their fledges, to the market towns ; and after 
the fale of them carry back the neceffaries they arc? 
fopplled with. Forthelargeft rivers, with their 
roaring cataxafts are arrefted in their courfe by th<i 
froft, and the very fpittle is no fooner out of the 
mouth than it is congealed, and rolls along the 
ground like hail. But the wife Creator has given 
the ilAabitants of this cold climate a greater va- 
riety of prefervatives againft the weather than 
moft other countries afford. Extenfive forefls- 

« 

fupply them with plenty of timber fbr building, 
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atid for fuel. The wool of the fheep, and the 
furs and fkins of wild beafts, furniih them with 
warm lining for their cloaths, and covering for 
their beds. Innumerable flights of wildfowl fup- 
ply them with down and feathers. The mountains 
tliemfelves ferve them for fences againft the north 
and eaft winds, and . their caverns afford them 
fhelter. 

In the fummer months, the weather is not only 
Warm, bat very hot. Thefc violent heats, which 
are, however, of fhort duration, may be partly de- 
rived from the valleys being inclofed within high 
mountains, where the reverberation of the rays of 
the fun on all fides heat the hair; and as there is 
almoft no night, neither the atmofphere nor the 
mountains have time to cool. Indeed there can- 
not be a more decifive proof of the fummer's heat 
in Norway, than that feveral vegetables, (and par- 
ticularly barley) grow up and ripen within fix 
weeks or two months. 

The air is pure and falubrious, efpecially in the 
middle of the countryabout the mountains, where 
the inhabitants know little of ficknefs. Phyfkrians 
are only to be found in the chief towns, wh^re they 
are efiablifhed with a public falary, but have gene- 
rally very little employment. 

Norway contains a vaft number of mountains, 

fome 
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fome of which extend themfelves in a long chain 
from north to fouth, while others are fcattered 
about and furrourided by a level country. 

The inhabitants of amountainous country may 
be faid to labour under more inconveniences than 
others. Thus the arable ground is here but little 
in comparifon of the waftes and defarts, which 
obliges the inhabitants to procure half their fubfift- 
encc from the fea. The villages are fmall, and 
the houfes fcattered among the valleys. But in 
fome places thepeafant's houfes ftand fohigh, and 
on the edge of fteep precipices, that ladders are 
fixed to climb up to them; fo that when a clergy^ 
man is fent for, who is unpra£li(bd in the road, he 
rifks his life in afcendingthem, efpecially in winter, 
when the ways are flippery. Iniuch places the 
bodies of the dead mud be let down with ropes, 
or be brought on people's backs before they are ' 
laid in a cofSn ; and, at fome diftance from Ber- 
gen, the mail muft lilcewife- in winter be drawn 
over the fteepeft mountains. 

Another evil refulting from the moi^ntains, is the 
ihelter they afford in their caverns and clefts to the 
wild beafts, which render it difficult to extirpate ' 
them. It is not eafy to defcribe the havock made 
by the lynxes, foxes, bears, and efpecially wolves, ' 
among the cattle, goats, hares, and other ufeful 
animals. 

If J Another 
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Another evil is, that the cows> {heep, andgpfltt 
belonging to the peafants, often fall down the pre- 
cipices and are deftroyed. Sometimes they make 
a falfe ilep into a proje(5lion, called a mountaiii- 
hammer^ where they can neither afcend nor de* 
fcent. On this occaiion a peafant cbearfully ven- 
tures his life for a flieep or a goat ; and defcending 
from the topof a mountain by a rope of fooie hun- 
dred fathoms iii length, he flings his body on n 
crofs flick, till he can f?t his foot on the place 
where his goat is, when ho faftens it to the rop^ 
to be drawn up along With himfelf. But the mofi 
amazing circumil;»nce is, that he runs this riiQ^ 
with the help of only a finglc perfon, who hold^ 
the end of the rope, or fadens tc to a fton^ if theie 
b? cuuB at hapd. There ^re inftwices pf the ^J^ 
fiftent liu^jfelf h;»vi.ng been dragged down, and (a* 
crificing bi$Ufer from fidelity to his friend^ on whkh 
both have periQied. On thefe melancholy »cci^ 
dents, when man or beail falls fome hundred fa* 
thoms down the precipices, it is obferved, that thp 
2,\f prei&s with fuch force againft their bodies th^s- 
fallings that they axe not only deprived of lifelong 
before thj^y re^h the ground, but their bellies 
burft, and their entrails gufh out> which is plainljr 
the cafe when they faU ixitQ di?ep water. 

The 
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Thecountryproduces wheat, rye, barley, white, 
grey, and green peafe ; vetches, ufed as provendcf 
forhorfes; hops^ flax, and hemp; many kinds or 
roots and greens for the kitchen, with a confldc- 
able number of hardy flowers. In Norway, as v/ell 
as in Denmark, are feveral kinds of cherries, of 
which the peafants fell great quantities dried. 
There are alfo many forts of wholefome and well- 
tafted berries, as red and white currants, fun- 
berries, rafpberries, red and white goofeberries, 
barberries, bilberries, cranberries, ftrawberries, 
blackberries^ and many other kinds. Several forts 
of plums attain to a tolerable ripenefs, which caa 
very feldom be faid of peaches, apricots, or grapes* 
However, apples and pears of feveral kinds ar^: 
found all over the country ; but the greatefl: part 
of thefe are fummer-fruits, which ripen early j for 
Ac winter-fruit feldom comes to perfeftion, unleis 
the fammer proves hotter, aikl the winter fcts la 
later than ufual. 

But though, witli refpeil to fruit-trees, Norway 
muft be acknowledged inferior to moft countries 
in Europe, yet this deficiency is liberally compenr 
bxed in the bleffings of inexhaufiibk forefts ^ fo 
t.iat in moft provinces immenfe fums.are received 
from foreigners for mafts, beams, planks, boards^ 
ice* not to mention the home confumption for 
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houfes built entirely of beams of wood, (hips, 
bridges, and an infinite number of founderies, 
which require an immenfe quantity of charcoal, in 
the fufion of metals, befides the demands for fuel 
and other domeftic ufes; to which muftbe added, 
that in many places the woods are felled only to 
clear'the ground and be burnt, the alhes ferving 
for manure. 

Bergen, the capital of Norway, has one of the 
fineft ports in Europe, and is divided into the up- 
per and lower town, the one built on the rocks, 
and the other on the fea-fhore. It is a large trad- 
ing town, full of merchants, and was formerly an 
archbi(hopric ; but has not been acknowledged 
fuch fince the reformation. The Archbifhop's 
palace was given to the Hans TownSy for their an- 
cient merchants to live in, and the greateft part of 
the houfes were turned in to warehoufes, which ftill 
bear the name of cloiflers, and the merchants are 
called monks, though they do not wear a cowl, nor 
obferve the rules of any order. The king has, 
however, obliged them fo far to keep up the form 
of a religious houfe, that none of the merchants 
who live in it are allowed tpmarry without remov- 
ing. The principal branch of trade carried on at 
Bergen, are herrings, cod, and ftock-fifb, for which 

there 



there is a great vent in Mufcovy, Sweden, Poland, 
Denmark, Germany, Holland, and other parts of 
Europe. 

, Bishop or Bergen. 



SECT. XCIIL 

OF THE PERSONS, DRESS, EMPLOYMENTS, 
AND CUSTOMS OF THE INHABI- 
TANTS OF NORWAY, 

THE Norwegialisare generally tall, well made, 
and lively; yet thofe on the coaft are neither fo 
tall nor fo robufl: as thofe who inhabit the moun- 
tains; but are remarkable for being fatter, and 
having rounder faces. The people in general are 
briik and ingenious; which appears from the pea« 
fants not employing any hatters, fhoemakers, tay-» 
lors, tanners, weavers, carpenters, fmiths, or join- 
ers ; for all thefe trades areexercifed in every farm-^ 
houfe ; and they think a boy can never be a ufefut 
member of fociety, nor a good man, without hiak- 
inghimfelf mafterof all thefe arts. They are re- 
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fiiarkable for th^ir qi vtlity and wilHngaefs to knt 
livery, gn^, and a trav«llpr k feldpm fofercd to pay 
for his lodging; for they think it their duty to 
treat the ftranger as well as it is in their power, 
and look upon it as an honour done them, if he 
accepts of their civilities. The peafant^^however, 
never gives the ygjjer end of the ta^ble to the great- 
efl gueft that ever comes under his roof^ for he 
thinks that place belongs only to himfelf. 

They keepopenh^ufe for thi^ee^ weeks at Chrift- 
mas, during which their tables are fpread and 
loaded with the beft provifions they can afford. 
At Chriftmas-eve thir hofpitality extends to the 
very birds; and, for their ufe, they hang on a pol« 
at the barn-door, an unthrelhed fheaf of corn, 
which draws thither the ^^rrtws and other fqiall 
birds, 

. The inhabitantsiof tbi2 ^r^ding towns live, witK 
iie^(^ to provifions^ nutch in thefame manner a» 
%s. X\^ D.4nc$ ; but th^ pieafa^ats keep cic^^ to th^ 
manners of their fore-fialjier^. Thin oat^cakea 
are fthdiiE comnaw biieadj but upon parti^id^r oc- 
cjdSojrift, a?, weddings or enrerij^menta,.tbey^h«v© 
xy<5-ibr9*d* If gvim be fcatce^ which gcncraUyk 
ta^ufons^&^vKby^^ wtnl^r, tbep«9&iot$Jiavere-^ 
cgMr&7lo a ^kgvitedjok sr^etihod^of piieferviog iife» 
bybailing %iA dcytog tibe bark^f fie -tisecs^inixtDg 
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It with aUttle oatmeal, and making it Jnto a kind 
of bread* Even in times of pfenty they eat a little 
of it, that they may think it }e& difagrecable in a 
timeoffcarcity. 

The lakes and rivers fiirifKh the peopk with 
plenty of frefh water fiih, and the mountains with 
game. For their winter dock they kill cows, 
fheep, and goats ; part of which they pickle and 
finoak, and fome of it they cut in thin flices, 
fprinkle it with fait, then dry it in the wind, and 
cat it like Hung beef. They are fond of brandy, 
and of fmoaking and chewing tobacco. 

The Norwegians who live in towns, have no- 
thing remarkable in their <lrefs ; but the peafants 
do not trouble themfelves about fafhions. Thofe 
called ftrile-fanners have their breeches and ftock- 
ings of one piece. They have a wide loofe jacket, 
made of coarfe woollen cloth, as are alfo their 
waiftcoats : and thofe who would appear fine, 
have the feams covered with cloth of a different 
colour. The peafants of one pariih are remark- 
able for wearing black cloths edged with red; 
another for wearing all black. The drefs of ano- 
ther parifh is white edged with black. Others 
wear black and yellow. And thus the inhabitants 
:,of alnwft every parifli vary in the colour of their 
cloaths. They wear a flapped hat, or a little 
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browtiy ^ey, or black cap, made quite round, and 
the feams ornamented with black ribbons. Xbey 
haveflioes of a peculiar conftruAIonwithoutheels, 
confifting of two pieces ; the Upper leather fits 
clofe to the foot, to which' the fole is joined by a 
great many plaits and folds. When they travel, 
and in the winter, they wear a fort of half boots 
that reach up to the calf of the leg, and are laced' 
Oil one fide ; and when they go on the rocks in 
the fnow, they put on fnow fhoes. But as thefe 
are troublefome when they have a great way to 
travel, they put on fkaits about as broad as the 
foot, but fix or eight feet long, and pointed before. 
They are covered underneath with feal-fkin, fo 
that the fmooth grain of the hair turns backward 
to the heel. With thefe fnow Ikaits they Aide 
about on the fnow as well as they can upon the 
ice, and fafter than any hor'e. 

The peafant never wears a neckcloth, or any 
thing of that kind, except when he is drefled ; for 
his' neck and breaft are always open, and he Jets 
the fnow beat into his bofom. On the contrary, 
he covers his verns, binding a woollen fillet round 
his wrifls. About their body they wear a broad 
leathern belt, ornamented with convex brafs plates ; 
to this hangs a brafs' chain, which holds their large 
knife> gimblet, and other tackle. 

T|» 
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IHie women at church, and in genteel aflefc* 
bli^s, drefsthemfelves in jackets laced clofe, and 
have leathern girdles, with iilver ornaments about 
them* They alfo wear a filver chain three or four 
times round the neck, with a gilt medal hanging 
at the end of it. Their handkerchiefs and caps 
"^re almoft covered with fmall filver, brafs, and 
tin-plates, buttons,, and large ring'?, fuch as they 
wear dn their fingers, to which they hang again 
a parcel of fmall ones, which make a jingling noi/e ^ 
when they move. A maiden-bride has her hair 
plaited, and hung as full as poflible with fuch 
kind of trinkets, as alfo her clothes. For this 
purpofe they get aH the ornaments they can. 

The peafants are generally bufied in cutting 
wood, felling and floating timber, burning char- 
coal, and extricating tar. Great numbers are cm- 
ployed in the mines, and at the furnaces andftamp- 
ing mills; and alfo in navigation and fifhing, be- 
fidcs hunting and (hooting ; for every body is at 
liberty to purfue the game, efpecially in the moun^ 
tains, where every peafant may make ufe of what 
arms Jie pleafes. • 

FisHOP OF Bergen. 
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QP THS HOUSES OF THS NORWEGIAKf, 

THEIR houfes are, in general, built of fir 
and pine-trees^ the whole trunks of which are 
onty chopped even to make then^ lie clofe, and 
then laid one upon another, ajid fattened with 
mortices at the corners. Thefe trunks are left 
round as they grew^ both on the infide and out- 
ide oi the houfes, and are frequently boarded over 
and painted, efpecially in the trading towns, which 
gives them a genteel appearance. 

In the country villages the houfes are built at & 
jdiftan<:e from each other, with their fields and 
grounds about them. The flore-houfe for the 
provifions is generally at a difVance from the*dwel- 
ling-boufe, for fear of fire, and placed high upon 
poles, to keep the proviftons dry, and preferv» 
them from mice and aJl kinds of. vermin. . The 
kitchen ftands alfo feparate, as do the barns, hay-> 
loft, cow-houfes, ftables, and the like. A farm 
has likewife commonly a^jnill belongmg to it, fi- 
tuated by fome rivulet, beiides a fmith's forge i for 

every 
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every farmer, as hath been obferveJ, is his own 
fmith. Up the country, where timber for build- 
ing is but of little value, there is many a farm* 
houfe as large as a noUeman^s feat. It is fre- 
quently two ftories high, and has a raifed balcony 
dn the front. The aciditional building vefemble 
a little village. The common farm-houfes have, 
however, only the ground- floor, aad no other win- 
dow but a fquare hole iii the wall, which is left 
cpen in fumnier; but in winter, or in wet wea- 
dier, is filled up with a wooden frame, covered 
with the inward membrane of fome animal. Thi$ 
isveryftrong, and as tranfparent as a bladder* 
This hole, which is as high as it can be placed^ 
alfo anfwcrs the purpofe of g^ chimney, byferving 
to let out the fmeke. 

Under the light-hole generally ftands a long 
thick table, with benches of the fame wood, and 
at the upper' end is the high feat which belongs to 
the mafter only. In towns thefe houfes arc co-.. 
vered with tiles; but in the country, the people 
lay over the boards the feppy bark of birch- trees, 
' which will not decay in many years. They cover 
tiiis agak three or four iQ:che$ thick with turf^ on 
which goo.d gra& alwfty«g50W5» 

BXSHQP OF-BEaCEN. 
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SECT. xcr. 

C^ THE ANIMALS OF NORWAY* 

. AMONG the animals we (hall begin with the 
faorfes, which are better for riding than drawing. 
Their walk is eafy, they are full of fpirit, and are 
very fure footed. When they mount or defcend a 
fteep clifF, on ftones like fteps, they firft tread 
gently with one foot, to try if the ftone they touch 
be faft J and in this they muft be left to themfelves, 
or the beft rider will run the rifle of his neck. But 
when they are. to go down a very fteep and flip- 
pery place, they, in a furprifing manner, draw 
their hind-legs together under them, and Aide 
down. They fliew a great deal of courage in 
fighting with the wolves and bears, which they are 
often obliged to do; for when the horfe perceives 
any of them near him, and has a mare or gelding 
with him, he places them behind him, attacks his 
antagonift by ftriking at him with his fore-legs^ 
and ufually comes ofF conqueror. ^^ 

T^e Norway cow^ are generally of a yellow 
colour, as are alfo the hodes. They arc fmalJ, 

but 
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but their flefli is fine grained, juicy, and well 
tafted. 

The flieep here are fmalJ, and refemble thofe of 
Denmark. The goats, in many places, run wild, 
winter and fummer, in the fields, till they are ten 
or twelve years old;' and when the jieafant, who 
owns them, is to catch them, he muft either do it 
by fome fnare or fhoot them. They are fo bold, 
that if a wolf approaches them, they ftay to re- 
ceive him, and if they have dogs with them, they 
will refill a whole herd. They frequently attack 
the fnakes, and • when they are bit by them, ' not 
only kill their antagonifts, but eat them; after 
which they are never known to die of the bite, 
though they are ill for feveral days. The owner 
warms their ewn milk, and waflies the fore with 
it. ' 

Near Roftad,' is a flat and naked fields on which 
no vegetable will grow. The foil is almoft white^ 
with grey ftripps, and has fome what of fo peculiar- 
ly poifonous a nature, that though all other ani- 
mals • may fafely pafs over it, a goat or a kid no 
fooner fets its foot upon it, than it' drops down, 
ilrctches out its leg, its tongue hangs out of its. 
mouth, and it expires if it has not inftant help. 

There are few hogs in Norway, and not many 
of the common deer; but the hares, which in the 

cold 
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cold feafon change from brown or grey ta a (how 
white^ are very cheap in winter • 

The hurtful beafts are the bears and wolves, the 
lynx, vafl numbers of white, red, and Uack foxes, 
and the glutton, acreature which few other coun* 
tries know any othcrwife than by report. This 
animal receives its name from its voracious appe- 
tite. In fize and ihape he has fome refemblance 
to a long-bodied dog, with thick legs, (harp claws 
and teeth. His colour is black, variegated with 
brown and yellowifh ftreaks. He has the bold- 
nefs to attack every beaft be can poflibly conquers 
^and if he finds a carcafe fix times as big as bimfell^ 
he does not leave off eating as long as there is a 
mouthful left. When thus gorged, he preiles zoi 
£]ueeze$ himfelf between two trees thajtftand near 
together, and thus empties himfelf of what he has 
^ottime to digeft. As his ikin fhines like da- 
maik, and is covered with foft hair, it is very pre^ 
cious. It is therefore well WQrth the huntfman's 
while to kill him without wounding his fkin^ 
which is done by (hooting him with a bow and 
blunt arrows. 

The marten is alfo hunted on account of Its 
(kin, as are likewife the fquirrel and the ermine, 
both of which are therefore (hot with blunt ar- 
rows. I aoa in doubt whether the ermine be dif- 
ferent 
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ferent in kind from the Danifh weafeU Its ra- 
table fkin is of a beautiful white, and it has a 
black fpot on the tail. The ermines run after 
mice like cats, iand drag away what they catchy 
particularly eggs, which are their niceft delicacy. 

As to the reptiies, there arc neither land-fnakes 
nor toads beyond the temperate zone j and even 
thofe Ihakes on the extremities of the temperate 
climate, are lefs poifonous than in more fouthern 
countries, Lixards are here of various colours, as 
brown, grceOj and ftriped. Thofe that are green 
are found in the fields, and the others in the cracjc$ 
andJioIes of rocks. , 

Among the fowls are moft of thofe &en in the 
reft of Europe, and ibme that ieem peculiar to 
this country} of which laft, the moft remarkable 
is the fraacolin, an excellent land bird, which 
£prves tjsfi Norwegians inftead of the pheaiant^ 
its flefh being white, firm, and of a dcliciojU5 tafl«. 

In ihort, there are here fuch incredible numbers 
of fe^ 9nd }and fowU near the rocks on the iea-»> 
fhore, that they (bmetimes obfcure the Tight of the 
heavens for many mile$ out a^t fe^; fo that oQ^e 
would im^ine a}l the fowls of th^ ^niyerfe v\^re 
gather^ together in one flock* 

Bishop of Berg£k« 
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SECT. XCVI. 



OF LAPLAKD. 

WEtook a journey from the town of Varanger 
into the country of Lapland, to try whether any 
trade could be carried on with the peafants there. 
Setting out early in the morning, we took with us 
fome cloth and tobacco to trade with, and fait beef 
and pork for our providons. We engaged three 
of the inhabitants of Varanger to attend us, both 
to (hew us the way, and to help to carry our goods 
and provifions to the next village. We followed 
Aem through woods, mountains, and valleys, 
without meeting any living creature, till about 
four o'clock in the afternoon, when we perceived 
two white bears of a prodigious fize approach, as 
we thought, to devour us ; but our guides obferv- 
ing the terror we were in, bid us not be afraid, 
but only to have our arms ready for defence, in 
cafe they approached too near us. Upon which 
We cocked and primed our pieces, and prepared 
Qur flints, ^ut whether the bears were frightened 
at the fire which ftruck from our flints, or fmelt 
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our powder, they foon fled away fo faft, that they 
were prefently out of fight. 

As we were defcending a mountain about an 
hour before night, we perceived at the foot of it 
a dozen houfes at a confiderable diftance from 
each other, and a little beyond them a herd of 
beafts like ftags, which our guides told us were 
rein-deer. On our arrival at the village, our 
guides €onduded us to a hut, when being very 
weary, we were glad to reft ourfelves 5 for we 
had made a long journey in a very bad way, 
with our luggage on our backs, which tired and 
encumbered us. 

We prefented our hoft with a piece of roll to- 
bacco, and he received it with extraordinary joy, 
aflfuring us, he had not had fo valuable a prefent 
in nine months before ; and in return he brought 
out his brandy bottle, fome rein-deer's flcfh dreflfed 
without faking, and fome dri^d fifli, which we 
gave to our guides, and fupped ourfelves upon the 
provifions we had brought with us. Having made 
a hearty meal we went to fleep upon bear's fkins, 
after the fafhion of the country« 

In the morning we afked our hoft if he had^ 
nothing to barter with us for cloth and tobacco. 
To which he anfwered, that he had fome fkins of 
wolves, foxes, and white fquirrels, and that his 
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lieighboars bad f6m« of tht iam^ commodities) 
which they would gladly exchange with us. We 
bid him, by our interpreters, bring out his fkins ; 
and if he had any clothes made of rein-deer (kins, 
we told him we would deal with him for four 
fuits, which we wanted to keep us Warm. Ac- 
cordingly he brought forth his merchandize, which 
we bought, and paid him part in tobacco^ and part 
in cloth. We alfo trucked with his neigh1}our» 
«s long flfs they had any thing worth buying. 

Travels through Laplanb, 



SECT. XCVII, 

THE MANNMli OF T^AVBLLIKG IN SLBDGBf 
PRAWN BY R£IN-£>]g£R. 

BJlING defirous of Continuirtg ouf journey, 
we begged our hoft to lend us Ibme rein-'dcer ta 
Carry us farther up the country, to which he readily 
confented ; and taking doilvn a horn diat hung 
up in his cottage, went out and ble^^ it. Upoa 
which fourteen ^ £fteen of th^ animals came 

running 
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iwwting towards the hut, fix of which he imme- 
tSately yokejl to fix fledges. In one of them we 
put our merchandize and provifions j another we 
affigned to one of our guides who undcrftood the 
laiiguage of the Mufcovite Laplanders, and that 
of the Kilops, difmiffing the two other inhabitants 
of Varanger, after having firft paid them in to- 
bacco for their trouble. We then put on our 
Lapland clothes, and each of us Ijnng down in his 
fledge, was covered with a bear's (kin. At the 
.back of the fledge were two girths made of rein- 
deer's ftin leather, in which we thruft our armi 
up to the (boulders to keep ourfelves fteady ; and 
we had each a ftick with a ftrong ferrel, in order 
to fupport the fledge, if it (hould be in danger of 
overturning again(l the (lumps of trees, or ftones 
lying in the way. 

We were no fooner ready to fet outj than our 
hoft muttered fome words in the ear of the rein- 
deer; and when I afterwards enquired of the guide 
what he meant by it, he gravely replied with the 
utmoft fimpUcity, that it was to tell them whither 
tliey (hould carry us. Guftom, however, haxt 
r&ade this muttering fo familiar tb them, that when- 
our hoft had gone to all the (ix, they fet oS with 
amazing (wiftnefs, and continued their pace over 
hills and dales without keeping any beaten path, 

till 



till feven 'o'clock in the evenings when they 
brought us to a large village fltuated between 
two mountains, on the borders of a great lake. 
Stopping, at the fourth houfe in the place, and 
beating the ground with their feet, the mafter of 
the houfe came with fome of his fervants to take 
us out of the fledges, and unharnefs our cattle, 
one of them bringing out a little juniper can filled 
with brandy, of which.he gave each of us a brim- 
mer out of a larger veiTel that was alfo made of 
juniper wood. This it feems was to revive our 
fpirits, our guide having informed him, that we 
were frightened at our being drawn fo fwiftly by 
thefe animals, having never been ufed to that way 
of travelling. 

The rain-deer is of the colour of the ftag, and is 
not much bigger. The horns of this animal are 
(bmewhat higher than thofe of the ftag, but more 
crooked, . h^iry, and not fo well furnifhed with 
branches. Of the milk of the females they make 
good butter and cheefe. Thefe, animals, indeed^ 
conflitute the greateft, and ^moft the only riches 
of the Finlaplanders. In Finmark, there are vaft 
numbers of them both wild and tame, and many a 
man there has from fix or eight hundred to a thou- 
fand of thefe ufeful creatures which never come 
undercover. They follow him wherever be is 

pleafed 
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pleafed to ramblC) and, when they are put to a 
fledge, tranlport his goods from one place to ano- 
ther. They provide for themfelves, and live 
chiefly on mofs, and on the buds and leaves of 
trees. They fiipport themfelves on very little 
nourifliment, and are neat, clean, and entertain- 
ing creatures. 

It is remarkable, that when the rein-deer (beds 
his horns, and others rife in their ftead, they ap<* 
pear at firft covered with a (kin; and till they are 
of -a finger's length, are fo fofi^,. that they may be 
cut with a knife like a faufage, and are delicate 
rating civen raw 5 therefore the huntfmen, when 
far out in the country, and pinched for want of 
food, eat thepn, and find that they fatisfy both their 
hunger and thirft. When the horn grows bigger, 
there breeds within the (kin a worm which eats 
away the root^ 

The rein-deer has over his eye-lids a kind of 
(kin, through which he peeps, when otherwife, in 
the hard fnows, he would be obliged to fliut his 
eyes entirely; a fingular inftance of the benevo- 
lence of the great Creator, "in providing for the 
wants of each creature, according to its deftined 
manner of living. 

When we got out of our fledges, our hoft con- 
ducted us into his hut, which, like the reft of the 
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cottages in the place, was vtty little, lovr, and 
covered with the bark of trees, the light entering 
in at a hole at the top. The people here were 
clothed much like thofe of Varanger, their appa- 
ral being of the fame materials and nnake, but 
longer. The women were alfo drefled in rein- 
deer (kins, with the hair outwards. 

We gave our hoft a piece of our roll tobacco, 
about two inches long, with which he was highly 
pleafed, and in the mod hearty manner returned 
us his thanks. We alfo gave a piece, not quite fo 
long, to each of the inhabitants of the place to 
make them our friends, and the better to fecure 
ourfelves againft their attempts; for they feemed 
more uncivilized than thofe v^ laft dealt with. 
We again fupped on the proviiions we had brought 
With us, and our guide- ate fome of our hoft's fait 
fifh and freih rein-deer venifon. The inhabitants 
talked a language very different from that ufed at 
Varanger; but our guide-had been often in the 
country and un Jerftood them. 

Travels through Laplanp* 



6JBCT. 



[ 267 3 



SECT, XCVIII. 



THE CEREMONIES OF A LAPLAND FUNFRAL. 

OUR landlord afked us whether we Would ac- 
company him to the funeral of one of his neigh- 
bours who had been dead about four hours. We 
were glad of this opportunity of feeing their fune- 
ral ceremony, and therefore went with him to 
the houfe of the deceafed j when we faw the corpfe 
taken from the bear's-lkins on which it lay, and 
removed into a wooden coffin, by fix of his moft 
intimate friends^ the body being firft wrapped in 
linen, and the face and ban^s only left bare. In 
one hand they put a purfe with money in it, to 
pay the fee of the porter of the gate of Paradifc, 
and in the other a certificate figned by a prieft, dt- 
reAed to St. Peter, to certify that he was a good 
Chriftian, and ought to be admitted into heaven. 
At the head of the coffin was placed a pidlure of 
St. Nicholas, who was one of the (even deacons 
mentioned in the ASts of the Apoftles, a Saint 
greatly reverenced in all parts of Mufcovy, where 
he is fuppofed to be a particular friend of the 
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<Icad. On which account his picture is always 
fixed near a corpfe, inftead of a crucifix. He is 
-reprefented in a pilgrim's habit, with along robe, 
a broad girdle about his waift, and a ftafF in his 
hand. 

They alfo put intoth^ coiEn a rundlet of bran^ 
dy, fomc dried fifh j^nd rein-deer venifon, to fiip- 
port the deceafed on his journey* They then 
lighted fome fir-tree roots, piled up at a conve- 
nient diftance from the coffin, wept, howled, and 
made a variety of firange geftures, afTuming a 
thoufand different attitudes to fheW the extrava* 
gance of their forrow. 

When this noife and thjfe gefliculations were 
over, they marched round the corpfe feveral times 
in proceffion, aiking the deceafed why he died? 
Whether he was angry with his wife? Whether 
be flood in ne^d of meat, drink, or clothes? 
Whether tie had not fucceeded when fifhing, or 
had loft his game when hunting ? They then re- 
fumed their howling, and flamped with all the 
' ligns of diftradUon. 

One of the priefts who ai^if^ed at the folemnity 
frequently fprinkledlioly water upon the corpfe, as 
,did all the nwi^ners. 

Being now almqft deafened with noife, and 
wefLvi^d with looking on tbefe barbarous rites, we 

left 



t 269 3 

Ibft our landlord behind us, and returned to his 
cottage, where we found his wife at home. She 
had made a fally from the place in which her huf« 
band had confined her on our arrival, and no 
fontier faw us, than fuppofing he was in our com- 
pan)^ would have retired to her corner ; but our 
interpreter letting her know that the good man 
W^ at the funeral, and would not return for Tome 
timey fhe ftalidand viewed us all round, one after 
another, llrew her feat near us, and ihewed us d, 
bonnet of her own embroidering, very curioufly 
performed with tinfel ^read. The wives of the 
Mufcovite La^anders make clothes for them- 
felves, their hufbands, and their children, and at 
the edges they are all embroidered with th^t 
thread. Sho was handfome, well (baped, and ap- 
peared to be good-humoured, and well pleafed 
with us. 

While our hoft was bufied about the funeral, 
we puUed out fome of our proviilons, and gave 
cue landlady fome of every fort to tafte. She 
liked diem all, efpecially the gingerbread; but 
having dcank two or. three glafles pf brandy, 
withdrew to .her place of confinement, for fear 
of her hufband's return. Had he found hei^ 
among us it would have raifed his jealoufy. 

When he came home, he obliged us to take a 

M 3 cup 



[ 270 ] 

cup or two more, to ftnoke a pipe, and to fiqv 
with him} for he brought Aich provifioas as he 
thought would be moft grateful to our palates^ 
imrticularly fait butter which we eat with bread; 
and as pur guide would not tafte any thing that 
was fait, he got him fome dried Sih^ and £bme 
bear's &{hj which he broiled on the coals. 

All the cottages in this village were, like thoie 
we had obferved in other places, built of wood and 
covered with turf, but they were handfomer than 
any we had yet feen, being both within and with<» 
auC adorned with fi(h bones, curioofly inlaid. *, 

Travels th&oucji Laplavd* 



SECT. XCIX. 

• 

or THE INTENSE COLD EXPSRISHCID BY 

SOME GENTLEMEN, SENT BT THE KINQ 

OP FEANCE, TO DETERMINE TVR 

FIGURE OF THE EARTH AT 

THE POLAR CIRCLE. 

IN order to afcertain the diftance between the 
two fignals we had ereAed laft fummer, we were 

under 
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under tiieneceffity of being upon the ice of 2 ri- 
y€t in Lapland, at the diftance of above three 
leagues, in a country where the cold was growing 
'every day more intenfe. On the twenty-firft of 
December this work was begun. In this feafon 
the Ain but juft fliewed itfelf aboVe the horizon 
towards noon; but the long twilights, the white- 
nefs of the fnow, and the meteors continually bfaz-' 
ing in the fky, furnifhed us light enottgh to worJc 
four or five hours every day. 

We lodged at the houie of the Curate of Of- 
wer-Tomea, and at eleven in the forenoon be-r 
gan our furvey, attended by fo great an equipage, 
that the Laplanders, drawn by the novelty of the 
fight, came down from the neighbouring moun- 
tains. We feparated into two bands, each of which 
carried our rods of fir, each thirty feet long*. 
I {hail fay nothing of the fatigues and dangers of 
this operation. Judge what it muff be to walk 
in fnow two feet deeps with heavy poles in our 
hands> which we were obliged to be continually 
lajnng on the fiiow^ and liftiiig ag;ain,r-— — in » 
c<dd fo extreme, that whenever we would tafte a 
tittle brandy, die only thii^ that could be kept 
liquid, our tongues and lips froze to the cup, and 

came away bloody; in^ cold that congealed 

tb^ finger&of fome of us, and threatend us witb 
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ililt more difmal accidents. While the extremi- 
ties of our bodies were thus freezing, the reft, 
though exceiSve toil^ was bathed in fweat. Bran* 
dy did not quench our ^irft; we muft have re- 
courfe to deep wells dug through the ice, which 
were (hut almoft as foon as opened, and from 
which the water could fcarcely be conveyed un- 
iro^n to our lips. Thus were we forced to run 
the hazard of the dangerous contraft which ice« 
water might produce in our heated bodies. 
- Our work however advanced apace; for fix 
days labour brought it to within about five hun- 
dred toifes, where we had not been able to plant 
our ftakes foon enough. Three of the gentle- 
men therefore undertook this office, while the 
Abbe Outhier and I went upon a pretty extraor- 
dinary adventure. 

We had laft futnmer omitted an obfervation of 
fmall moment. This was taking the height of an 
objed that we made ufe of in meafuring the top 
of Avafaxa; and to perform tKis, I undertook to 
go with t quadrant to the top of the mountain, (b 
icrupuloufiy careful were we that nothing fliould 
1>e wanting to the perfe(Stion of the work. Ima- 
gine a very high mountain, full of rocks, that lie 
;hid m a prodigious quantity of fnow, as well as 
their cavities^ wherein you may fink into a cruft 
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of fnow as into an abyfs, and the undertaking 
will fcarce appear poffible. Yet there are two 
ways of performing it; one by walking, or ra- 
ther Aiding along upon two ftrait boards, -ti^ht 
feet in length, which the Finlanders and Lap- 
landers ufe to keep them from finking into the 
ihow. But this way of walking requires long 
pra£Uce. The other is by trufting yourfelf to a 
rein-deer ufed to fuch journeys. 

Th^iirftpartof our journey was performed in 
a moment; for our flight over t£e plain beaten 
road, from the curate's houfe to the foot of the 
mountain can be conipared only to that pf birds. 
And though the mountain, where there was no 
track, greatly abated the fpeed of our rein-deer, 
they got at length to the top of it, were we im- 
mediately made the obfervatlon for which^ we 
came. In the mean while our rein-deer had dug 
deep holes in the fnow, where they browsted on 
the mofs that covers the rocks ; and the Lap- 
landers had lighted a great fire, and we prefently 
joined them to warm ourfelves. The cold was fo 
extreme, that the heat' of the fire could reach only 
to a. very fmall diftance. As the fnow juft by it 
melted, it was immediately froze again, forming a 
hearth of ice all round. 
, Qur joVirney up hill had been painful ; but now 
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our concern was left our return (hotild be too fi^ 
pid. ' We were to proceed down the fteep in con- 
veyances^ whicht though partly funk in the fnowv 
ilid on notwithftanding, drawn by animals, whofd 
fury in the plain we bad already triedj and who^ 
though finking to their bellies in the fnow, would 
endeavour to free theififelves by the fwiftnefs of 
their flight. We veryfoon found ourfelves atthd 
bottom of the hill. The next day we finiihed our 
furvey, and made all poffible hafte back toTornea^ 
to fecute oUrfelves in the beft manner we were 
able from the increafing feverity of the feafon. 

The town of Tornea, at our arrival on the 30th 
of December^ had really a nloft frightful afpe£t2 
Its little houfes were buried to the tops in fnowr^ 
wiuch, had there been any day-light, muft have 
efi^diially ihiit it out; But the fnow continually 
falling, of ready to fall^ for the moft part hid th^ 
fun the few moments he might have appeared at 
mid-dayi 

la the motith of Janiiat7 the cold was increafed 
to tbftt extremity^ that Mr. Reaumur's mercurial 
thermometers, which at PariSj in the great froft of 
1709, it was thought ftrange to fee fall to I4de«. 
grees below the freezing pointj were now got 
down to 37. The (pirit of wine in the others wa« 
frozen. If we opened the door of a warm room^ 

the 
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the exfemal aff in<!antly Gonverted afl tlie viapdtif' 
initSnto fnow, wbirling it rcamd in white vortexes. 
If we went abroad^ we feh as if the aijf was tear- 
ing our breafts in piecels ; and the cracking of the 
Wood, of which the houfes are builty as if it fplit by 
the violence of the ffbfly continually alarmed us 
with an increafe of cold. The folitade of the 
ftreets v^ras as great as if the peoplt had been all 
dead. In this country ycncr may often fee people ' 
who hare loft an arm or a kg by th^ froft. ' The 
cold, which is always very great^ fometimes in-» 
treafes by fuch violent and fudden fits^ as are al- 
moft infallibly fatal to thofe who are fo unhappy as 
to be expofcd to it j and fometimes there rife fud- 
den tempefts of fiiow, which are ftill more dan- 
gerous* 

The winds ieem to blow from all quarters at 
once, and drive about the fnow whh fuch -fury*, 
that all the roads are in a moment rendered iii- 
vifible^ Dreadful is the fituation of a perfon fur-r 
prifed in the fields by fuch a ftorm* His know- 
ledge of the country, and even the mark he may 
have taken by the trees, cannot avail hirri^ He i^ 
blinded by the fnow ; and if he attempts t<>find his 
way home, is generally loft* 

In fhort, during the whole winter the cold was 
fo exceflive, that on the 7th of April, at five fn tBe 
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morning, the thermometor was fallen to twenty 
iivifions below the point of freezing, though every 
afternoon it rofe two or three divifions above it; 
a difference in the height not much lefs than that 
which the greateft heat and cold felt at Paris ufu- 
ally produce in that inftrument. Thus, in the 
fpace of twenty- four hours, we had all the variety 
felt in the temperate zones in the compafs of a 
whole year. 

Maupertuis* 



S E C T. C, 

0F THE BEAUTY OF THE NORTHERN LIGHTS 

IN LAPLAND. 

THOUGH in this climate the earth is hor- 
/ible, the heavens prefent mod beautiful prof- 
pedis. The fhort days are no fooner clofed, than 
£r€s of a thoufand colours aiid figures light up the 
iky, as if defigned to compenfate for the abfence 
of the fun in this feafon. Thefe fires have not 
here, as in the more foutherly climates, any con- 
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ibnt fituation. Though a luminous arch i» offgn 
&en fixed towards the north, they feem more fie- 
quently to poflefs the whole extent of the hemi- 
fpherew Sometimes they begin in the form of a 
great fcarfof bright light, with its extrenfities up- 
on the hohzon, which, with amotion refembling 
that of a fiflifeg-net, glides fwiftly up the (ky, pre- 
ferving in this motion a dirediion nearly perpen- 
dicular to the meridian; and moft commonly after 
thofe preludes, -all the lights unite at the zenith* 
and form thetop of a kind of crown. Axes, like 
thofe feen in France toward the north, are here 
frequently (ituated towards the (butb, and often 
towards both the north and fouth, at once. Their 
fummits approach each other, and the diftanceof 
their extremities widens towards the horizon. I 
h ive {etii fome of the oppofite arcs, whofe fummits 
almofl: join at the zenith ; and both the one and 
the other have frequently feveral concentric arcs 
beyond it. Their tops are all placed in the di- 
rection of the meridian, though with a little de- 
clination to the weft, which I did not find to be 
conftant, and which is fometimes fenfible. 

It would be endlefs to mention all the different 
figures chefe meteors aflume, and the various mo- 
tions with which they are agitated. Their motion 
is mod: CQoniiQnly like that of a pair of colours, 
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twrvea in the air; and the different tints of their 
light gives them the appearance of fo many vaft 
ftreamers of changeable taffeta* Sometimes they 
line a part of the Iky with fcarlet. . 

On the 1 8tb of December, I faw a phaenomenort 
of this kind, that in the midft of all the wondef^ 
to which I was now every day accuftomed^ raifed 
my admiration. To the fouth a great fpace of 
the (ky appeared tinged with fo lively a red, that 
the whole conftellation of Orion looked as if it 
had been dip()ed in blood. ^ This light, which was 
at firft fixed, foon moved^ and changing into other 
eolo^trs, violet and blue, fettled intoadome, whofe 
top ftbod a little to the fouth- weft of the zenith* 
The moon flione bright, but did not in the leaft 
efface it. 

In this country, where there are lights of {o 
tnany different colours, I never faW but two that 
Were red % and fuch are taken for prefages of fome 
great misfortune. After all, when people gaze 
'^it thefe phaenomena with an unphilofophic eye, it 
is not furprifiitg if they difcover in them armies 
engaged, fiery chariots, and a thoufand other 
prodigies^ 

During th^ winter we repeated many of our 
obfervations and calculations, and found the moft 
evident proofs of the earth's being flatted at the 
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poics* Mean time the fuH came oearer, or ratber 
iio more quitted us. It was now May^ when it 
was curious enough to (ee that great luminary en-^ 
lighten for fo long a time a whole horizon of ice, 
and to fee fummer in the heavens, white wintef . 
ftill kept poffeffion of the earths ^ We were in the 
morning of that long day of feveral months 5 yet 
the fun, with all his power, wrought no change 
either upon the ice or fnow. 

On the 6th of May it began tD rain^ and fome 
Water appeared on the ice of the river. At noon 
a little fnow melted^ but in the evening winter re« 
fumed his rights. At lengthy on the loth^ the 
^arth which had beeafolong hid, began to appear ; 
fome high points that were expofed to the fun 
fliowcd them&lves, as the tops of the mountaint 
did after the deluge^ and all the fowls of tbecouii^i. 
try returiledi At the begining of Jane, winter 
yielding up the earth and fea, we prepared for our 
departure back to Stockholm, and on the 9th^ fome 
of us fet out by land^ and others by fea. 

MAUPlRTI^lii. 
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SECT, cr. 



09 ST. ANJDllEWS IN SCOTLAND. 

I HADdeflred to vifitthe Hebrides, or Weftern 
Iflandsof Scotland Co long, that I fcarc^ly remem- 
ber how the wifliwas originally excited j and was 
in the Autumn of the year 1773 induced to under- 
take tiiejourney, by finding in Mr. Bofwell a com- 
panion, whofe acutenefs would help my enquiry, 
and whofe gaiety of converfation and civility of 
manners are fufficient to countcradl the inconve- 
niences of travel, in countrie&lefs hofpitabl.e than 
we have pafled. 

On the 1 8th of Auguft vre left Edinburgh, a 
.city too well known to admit deicriptioo, and di- 
refted our courfe northward, along the eaftcrn 
coaft of Scotland, accompanied the firft day by 
another gejitleman, who could ftay with us only 
Ipng enough to (how us how much we loft at fe- 
paration. 

As we eroded the Frith of Forth, our curiofity 
was atti aScd by Inch Keiib, a fmall ifland, which 
neither of my companions had ever viflted, though, 
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iyiiig within their view> it had all their lives (bli* 
cited their notice. Here, by climbing with foroe 
dilHcuIty overihattered crags, we made the firft 
experiment of unfrequented coafts. Inch Kieth 
is nothing more than a rock covered with a thin 
layer of earth, not wholly bare of grafs, and very 
fertile of thiftles. A fmall herd of cows graze 
annually upon it, in the fummer. It feems never 
to have afforded to man or beai^ a permanent habi« 
tation. 

' We left this little ifland with our thoughts em* 
ployed a while on the different appearance that it 
•would have made if it had been placed at the fame 
diftance from London, with the fame facility of 
approach ; with what emulation of price a few 
rocky acres would have been purchafed, and with 
what-expenfive induftry they would have been culi* 
tivated and adorned. 

When we landed, we found our chaife ready, 
and pafled through Kinghorny KirkaUy^ and CoW" 
par^ places not unlike the fmall trading market- 
towns in thofe parts of England where commerce 
and manufactures have not yet produced opulence. 

Though we were yet in the moft populous part 
of Scotland, and at fo fmall a diftance from th« 
<:apital, we met few paiTengers, 

The roads are neither rough nor dirty ; and it 
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affords a fouthern ftranger a ntw kind of pleafuroL 
to travel To commodioufly without the interruption 
ef toU-gates. 

At an hour fotnewhat late, we came to St. An** 
^rew§, a city once archiepiicopal ; where that uni- 
verfity ftill fubfifts in which philofophy was for* 
tnerly taught by Buchanan, whofename has as fair 
a claim to immortality ss can be conferred by mo* 
dern latinity, and perhaps a fairer than the infta- 
bility c^ vernacular languages admits* 

We found, that by the interpofition of fome 
jnvifible friend, lodgings had been provided for us 
at thehoufe of one of the profeffors, whofe eafy 
civility quickly made us forget that we were 
ftrangers ; and in the whole time of our ftay we 
Were gratified by every mode of kindnefs, and en- 
tertained witii.allthe ejegaoce of lettered hofpita* 
Kty. 

In the morning we arofe to perambulate a city> 
which only hiftory fbows to have once flouriihed, 
and forveyed the ruins of ancient magnificence, of 
which even the ruins canhQt; long be vifible^ unle(s 
fome care be taken to prcferve them; and where 
is the pleafure of preferving fuch mournful me- 
morials ? They have been, till very lately, fo much 
negle£ted, that every man carried away the ftones 
who fancied that he wwted them. 

The 
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The cathedra], of which the foundation maybe 
ftill traced, and a fmallp^rt of the wall is ftanding, 
a^)ear$ to have btoti a fpacious and majeftic builds* 
Ing^ and not unfuitable to the primacy of the 
kingdom. Of the architecture, the poor remains 
can hardlj exhibit, even to an artift, a fufEcient 
^cimen. ' It was demoIi(hed, it i» well knownj 
in the Uimuft and violence of Knox's reformatiom 

Not far from the Cadiedral, on the margin of 
the water, ftands a fragment of the caftle, in which 
the archbifliop anciently redded. It was never 
very large, and was built with more attention to 
fecurity than pleafure. Cardinal Beatoun is faid 
to have had workmen employed in improving its 
fottifications, at the. time when he was murdered 
by the- ruffians of reformation, in the manner of 
ifvhich Knox has given what he himfelf calls a 
merry narrative. 

The change of religion in Scotland, eager and 
vehement as it was, raifedan epidemical enthufiafin^ 
compounded of fullen fcrupuloufnefs and warlike 
ferocity, which, in apeople whom idlenefsrefigned 
to their own thoughts, and who converting only 
with each other, fuiFered no dilution of their zeal 
from the gradual influx of new opinions, was long 
tranfmitted in its full ftrength from the old to 
the young, but by trade and intercourfe with 
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England, is now vifibly abating, and giving way 
too faft to that laxity of pra<9ice and indifference 
of opinion, in which men, notfufficientlyinftruS- 
ed to find the middle point, too eafily fhelter them- 
felves from rigour and conftraint. 
: The city of St. Andrews, when it.had lofl its 
archiepfcopal pre-eminence, gradually decayied. 
One of its ftreets is now lofl ; and In thofe that 
Remain, there is the Alence and folitude of iiuiAive 
indigence and gloomy depopulation* 

The univerfity, within a few years;, confifted of 
, three colleges, but is now reduced to two ; the 
college of St. Leonard being lately diflblved by 
the fale of its buildings and the appropriation of its 
revenues to the profefTors of the two others. The 
chapel of the alienated college is y^t ftandtng, a 
fabric not inelegant of ei^ernal ftru£lure ; ^but I 
was always, by fome civil excufe, hindered from 
filtering it. A decent attempt, as I was iioce 
told, has been made to convert it into a kind of 
green-houfe, by planting its area with fhrubs. 
This new method of gardening is un'fuccefsfiil j 
the plants do not hitherto profper. To what ufe 
it will next be put, I have no pleafure in conjec- 
turing. It is fomething that its prefent ftate is at 
leaft not oftentatioufly difplayed. Where there is 

yet ihame, there may in time be virtue. 

The 



The diflfolution of St. Leonard's College was 
doubtlefs neceflary ; but of that neceilxty there is 
reafon to complain. It is furely not without juft 
reproach) that a nation, of which the commerce is 
hourly extending, and the wealth increafing, denies 
any participation of its profperity to its literary 
focieties ; and while its merchants or its nobles 
are raifmg palaces, fufFers its univeriities to moul- 
4der into duft* 

Of the two colleges yet ftanding, onels by the 
inftitution of its founder appropriated to divinity. 
It is faid to be capable of containing fifty ftudents; 
but more than one muft occupy a chamber. The 
nfibrary, which is of late erection, is not very fpa- 
cious, but elegant atid luminous. 

The Do6lor, by whom it was ihown, hopedto 
irritate or fubdue my Englifh vanity, by telling me^ 
that we had no fuch repofitory of books in Eng- 
land. 

St. Andrews feems to be a place eminently, 
Adapted to ftudy and education, being fituated in a 
populous, yet a cheap country, and expofing the 
minds and manners of young men neither to the 
levity and difTolutenefs of a capital city, nor to the 
grofs luxury of a town of commerce, places na- 
turally unpropitious to learning. In one the defire 
of knowledge eaiilv gives way to the love of plea- 
Cure, 
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ftire) and in the other, is in danger of yielding to 
the love of money* 

The ftudents however are rcprefented as at this 
time not excecdinga hundred. Perhaps it maybe 
fome obftruflion to their increafe, that there is no 
Epifcopal chapel in the place. I faw no reafon for 
imputing their paucity to the prefent profeflbrs j 
nor can the expence of an academical education be 
very reafonably obje<Eled. A ftudeht of the higheft 
clafs may keep his annual fefSon^ or as the Englifh 
call it, his term, which lafts feven months, for 
about fifteen pounds, and one of lower rank for 
lefs than ten; in which, board, lodging, and in- 
ftni£tion are all included. 

l*he chief magiftratd refident in the univerfity, 
anfwering to our vice-chancellor, and to die nSlor 
Ihagnificus on the continent, had commonly the 
title of Lord Re£i:or ; but being addrefled only as 
Mr, RtSt^r in an inauguratoryfpeech bytheprefent 
chancellor, he has fallen from his former dignity 
of ftyle. Lordfhip was very liberally annexed bjr 
our anceftors to any ftationor charader of dig« 
nity. They faid, the Lord General and L(tri 
Amhajfad»r\ fo.we ftill fay, my Lord^ to the judge 
upon the circuit, and yet retain in our Liturgy 
i^e Lords of the CounciL 

In walking among the ruins of religt6us build- 
ings, 
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ings, we tame to two vaults, over which had for« 
merly flood the houfe of the fub-prior. Oi>e of 
the vaults was inhabited by an old woman, who 
claimed the right of abode there, and the widow 
of a man whofe anceftors had poflefled the fame 
gloomy manfion for nolefs than four generations. 
The right, however it began, was coniidered as 
eftablifhed by legal prefcription, and the old wo- 
man lives undifturbed. She thinks however that 
(be has a claim to fomething more than fufier- 
ance ; for as her hufband's name was Bruce, fhe 
is allied to royalty, and told Mr. Bofwell, that 
when there were perfons of quality in the place, 
fhe i^asdiflinguifhedby fome notice^ that indeed 
fhe is now' neglected, but fhe fpins a thread,' has 
the company of her cat, and is troublefbme to 
nobody. 

Having now feen whatever this ancient city 
offered to our curiofity, we Irft it with good 
wifhes, having reafon to be highly pleafed with the 
attention that was paid us. But whoever furveys 
the world mufl fee many things that give him 
pain. The kindnefs of the profeiTors *did not con- 
tribute to abate the uneafy remembrance of an 
univerfifey declining, a college alienated, and a 
church profaned and haflening to the ground. 

St. Andrews indeed has formerly fuffered more 

artrQciou9 
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flitrocious ravages and more extennvedeftruftion; 
but recent evils aSed with greater force. We 
were reconciled to thefight of archiepifcopal ruins. 
The diftance. of a calamity from the prefent time 
feems to preclude the mind from contadl or fym« 
pathy. Events long paft are biarely known ; they 
are not confidered. We read with as little emo- 
tion the violence of Knox and his followers, as 
the irruptions of Alaric and the Goths. Had the 
univeriity been deftroyed two centuries ago, we 
(hould not have regretted it; but to fee it pining 
in decay and ftruggUng for life, fills the mind nfTith 
mournful images and inefFedual wifhes. . 

Dr. Johnson* 
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OF INVERNESS. 



INVERNESS may properly becalled the capi- 
tal of the Highlands. Hither the inhabitants of 
the inland parts come to be fupplied with what 
they cannot make for themfelves. Hither the 
young nymphs of the onountains and valleys are 
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fent for education, and as far as my obfervation 
has reached are not fent in vain. 

Invernefs was thelaft place which had a regular 
trommunication by high roads with the- fouthern 
counties. All the ways beyond it have, I believe^ 
been made by the foldiers in this century. At 
Invernefs therefore Cromwell, when he fubdued 
•Scotland, ftationed a garrifon, as at the boundary 
of the Highlands. The foldier&feem to have in- 
corporated afterwards with the inhabitants, and to 
have peopled the place with an Englifii race ; for 
the language of this town has been long confi- 
^ered as particularly elegant. 

Here is a cattle, called the cattle of Macbeth, 
the walls of which are yet ftanding. It was na 
very capacious edifice, but ftands upon a rock fo 
high and tteep, that I think it was once not ac- 
ceffible, but by the help of ladders or a bridge, 
Oppofite to it, on another hill, was a fort built by 
Cromwell, now totally demoliflied j for no faftion 
of Scotland loved the name of Cromwell, or had 
any defire to continue his memory. 

Yet what the Romans did to other nations, was 
in a great degree done by Cromwell to the Scots. 
He civilized them by conquett, and introduced by 
ufeful violence the arts of peacet I was told at 

Vol. II. N Aberdeen, 
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Aberdeen, that the people learned from Crom* 
well's foldiers to make (hoes and to plant kail. 

How they lived without kail, it is not eafy 
to gucfs. They cultivate hardly any other 
plant for common tables, and when they had not 
kail, they probably had nothing. The numbers 
that go barefoot are ft 111 fufficient to fhow that 
fhoes may be fpared. They are not yet confi- 
dered as neceflaries of life ; for tall boys, not 
other wife meanly drefled, run without them in the 
ftreets and in the i flands. The fons of gentlemen 
pafs feveral of the firft years with naked feet. 

I know not whether it be not peculiar to the 
Scots to have attained the liberal, without the 
manual arts 5 to have excelled in ornamental 
knowledge, and to have wanted not only the ele- 
gancies, but the conveniencies of comqion life. 
Literature foon after its revival found its way to 
Scotland, and from the middle of the fixteenth 
century, almoft to the middle of the feventeenth, 
the politer ftudies were very diligently purfued. 
The Latin poetry of Delicia Po'etarum Scotorum 
would have done honour to any nation ; at leaft 
till the publication of May^s Supplement^ the Eng- 
lifh had very little to oppofe. 

Yet men thus ingenious and inquifitive were 
content to live in total ignorance of the trad&by 

which 
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which human wants are fupplied, and to Ibpply 
theni by the grofleft means . Till the Union made 
them acquainted with Englifh manners, the cul- 
ture of their lands was unfkllful, and their domes- 
tic life uninformed. 

Since they have known that their condition was 
capable of improvement^ their progrefs in ufeful 
knowledge has been rapid and uniform. What 
remains to be done they will quickly do, and then 
wonder, like me, why that which was fo neceflary 
and fo eafy was fo long delayed, Biit they ijiuft. 
be forever content to owe to the Englifh that ele-^ 
gance and culture, which, if they had been vigi- 
lant and a£live, perhaps the Englifh might have 
owed to them* 

Here the appearance of life began to alter. I 
had feen a few women with plaids at Aberdeen ; 
but at Invernefs the Highland manners are com- 
mon. There is I think a kirk, in which only the 
erfe language is ufed. There is likewife an Eng- 
lifh chapel, but meanly built, where on Sunday 
we faw a very decent congregation. 

We were now to bid farewel to the luxury 
of travelling, and to enter a country upon which 
perhaps no wheel has ever rolled. We could in- 
deed have ufed our poft-chaife one day longer, 
along the military road to Fort Auguflus, but we 
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cotiUr have hired no horfes beyond Invernefs, and 
1^ were not fo Sparing of ourielves as to^ lead 
them, merely that we might have one day longer 
the indulgence of a carriage. At Invernefs there- 
fore we procured three horfes for ourfelves and a 
iervant, and one more for our baggage, which was 
no Very heavy load. We found in the courfe of 
our journey the convenience of having difencutn* 
fcered ourfelves, by laying afide whatever we could 
fpare; (or it is not to be imagined without expe- 
rience, how in climbing crags, and treading bogs, 
■and winding through narrow and obftnided paf- 
iages, a little bulk will hinder, and a little weight 
will burden ; or how often a man that has pleafed 
himfelf at home with his own reiblution^ will, in 
the hour of darknefs and fatigue, be content to 
leave behind him every thing but himfelf. 

We took two Highlanders to turn befide us, 
partly to ihow us the way, and partly to take back 
from the fea-fide the horfes,* of which they were 
die owners. One of them was a man of great 
livclinefs and a<5livity, of whom his companion 
faid, that he would tire any horfe in Invernefs. 
Both of them were civil and ready-banded. Ci- 
vility feems part of the national chara^rof the 
Highlanders. Every chieftain is a monarch, and 
p<^tenefS| the natural produft of royal govero- 
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metitf is diffufed from the laird through the whole 
clan. But they are not commonly dextrous. 
Their narrownefs of life confines them to a few 
operations^ and they are accuftomed to endure lit- 
tle wants more than to remove them. 

We mounted our fteeds on the thirteeitth of 
Auguft, and directed our guides to condud us to 
Fort Auguilus. It is built at the head of Lough 
Nefs, of which Invernefs ftands at the outlet* 
The way between thepd has been cut by the (bl- 
dierS) and the greater part of itruns along a rock, 
levelled with great labour and exa£tnefs. near the 
water-fide. 

Moft of this day's journey was very pleafant. 
The day, though bright, was not hot ; and the 
appearance of the country, if I had not foen the 
Peak, would have been wholly new. We went 
upon a furface fo hard and level, that we had little 
care to hold the bridle, and were therefore at full 
leifure for contemplation. On the left were high 
and fteep rocks (haded with birch,, the hardy na- 
tive of the North, and covered with fern or 
heath. On the right the limpid waters of Lough 
Nefs were beating their bank, and waving their 
furface by a gentle agitation. Beyond them were 
rocks fometimes covered wi& verdure, and fome- 
times towering in horrid nakednefs. Now and 
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then we efpied a little corn-field, which fervcd to ' 
imprefs more ftroiigly the gjsneral barrennefs. 

Lough Nefs is about twenty-four miles long, 
and from one to two miles abroad. It isrems:rka- 
ble that Boethius, in his defcription of Scotland, 
gives it twelve miles of breadth. When hiftorians 
or geographers exhibit falfe accounts of places far 
diftant, they maybe forgiveti, becaufe they can 
tell but what they are told ; and that their ac- 
counts exceed the truth may be juftly fuppofec), 
becaufe moft men exaggerate to others, if not to 
tbemfelves. But^oethius lived at no great dif- 
tance. If he never faw the lake he muft have 
been very ir.curious, stnd if he had feen it, his 
vwacitjr yielded to very flight temptations. 

Lough Nefs, though not twelve miles abroad, is a 
very remarkable difFufion of water without iflands. 
It fills a large hollow between two ridges of high 
rocks, being fupplied partly by the torrents which 
fall into it on either fide, and partly, as is fup- 
pofed, by fprings at the bottom. Its water is re- 
markably clear and pleafant, and is imagined by 
the natives to be medicinal. We were told, that 
it is in fome places one hundred and forty fathoms 
deep, a profundity fcarccly credible, and which 
probably thofe that relate it have never founded. 
Its fiih are falmon, trout, and pike. 

It 
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It was fkid atFort Auguftus, that Lough Nefsis 
open in thq hardeft winters, though a lake not far 
from it is covered with ice. In difcuffing thefe 
exceptions' from the courfe of nature, the firft 
queftion is, ^ whether the foft be juftly ftated» 
That which is ftrange is delightful, and a pleafing 
error is not willingly detected. Accuracy of nar- 
ration is not very common, and there are few fo 
rigi<21yphilofophicalas nottoreprefentas perpetual 
what is only frequent, or as conftant, what is 
really cafual . If it be true that Lough Nefs never 
freezes^ it is either flieltered by its high banks 
from the cold blafts, and expofed only to thofe 
winds which have more power to agitate than 
congeal; or it is kept in perpetual motion by the 
rufli'ofiftreams from the rocks that inclofe it. Its 
profundity, though- it fhould be fuch as is repre- 
sented, can have little part in this exemption; for 
though deep wells are not frozen, becaufe their 
waters are excluded from the^ external air, yet 
where a wide furface is expofed to the full influ- 
ence of a freezing, atmofphere, I know not why 
the depth (hould keep it open. Natural philofo- 
phy is now one of- the favourite ftudies of the 
Scotch nation, and Lough Nefs well deferves to 
be diligently examined. 

The road on which we travelled, and which 
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wasitfelf afburce of entertainment, f^ made along 
the rock, in the diredlton of the lough, fome« 
times by breaking ofF protuberances, and fome- 
times-by cutting the great mafs of ftone to a con- 
fiderable depth* The fragments are piled in a 
loofe wall on either iide^ with apertures left at 
very {hort fpaces, to give a paflage to the wintry 
currents. Part of it is bordered with low trees, 
from whtcTi our guides gathered nuts,, and would 
have had the appearance of an Englifh fane, except 
that an Englifh lane is almoft always dirty. It has> 
been made with great labour^ but has this advan« 
tage, that it cannot, without equid labour^ be- 
broken up. 

Within our fight theve were goats feeding or 
playing* The mountains have red deer, but they 
came not within view; and if what is. ikid of their 
vigilance and fubtkty be true, they bav« ComSi 
claim to that pakn of wifdoni, which the eaftera 
philofopher, whom Alexander interrogated, gave 
to thofe beafls which live far theft frotn men. 

Dr. Johnson* 
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DESCRIPTION OF A HIGHLAND COTTAGE, 

NEAR the way, by the water fide, we efpied a 
cottage. This ^as the firft Highland Hut that I 
had feen 5 and as our bufinefs was with life and 
manners, we were willing to vifit it. To enter 
a habitation without leave, feems to be confi- 
dered here as rudenefs or intrufion. The old laws 
of hofpitality ftill give this licence to a ftranger. 

A hut is conftrufted with loofeftones, ranged for 
the moft part with fome tendency to circularity. 
It muft be placed where the wind cannot ad upon 
it with violence^ becaufe it has no eement ; and 
where the water will run eafily away, becaufe it 
has no floor but the naked ground. The wall^ 
which is commonly about fix feet high, declines 
from the perpendicular a little inward,^ Such raf- 
ters as can be procured are then raifed for a roof, 
and covered with heath, which makes a ftron^ an4 
warm thatch, kept from flying off by ropes of 
twifted heath, of which the ends, reaching from 
the centre of the thatch to the top of the wall, 
are held fkm by the weight of a large ftone. No 
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light is admitted but at the entrance, and thrp«gFi 
a hole in the thatch, which gives vent to the 
fmoke. This hok is not direflly over the fire, 
left the rain fliould extinguifti it ; and the fmoke 
therefore naturally fills the place before itefcapes. 
Such is the general ftrudure of the houfes in 
which one of the natives of this opulent and pow- 
erful ifland has been hitherto content tolive. Huts- 
however are not more uaiform than palaces; and 
this which we were infpeding was very far from one 
of the meaneft, for it was divided into feveral 

m 

apartments; andits inhabitantspofTeffedfuch pro* 
perty as a paftoral poet might exalt into riches. 

When we entered we fouad an old woman 
boiling goats-fiefii in a kettle. She fpoke little 
Engliih, but we had interpreters at hand ; and 
fhe was willing enough to difplay her whple fyf- 
temofoeconomy. She has five children, of which 
none are yet gone from her. The eldeft, a boy 
of thirteen, and her hufband,^ who is eighty years 
old, were at work in the wood. Her two nextfons 
were gone to Invernefs to buy meal, by which 
oatmeal is always meant. Meal (he confidered as 
cxpenfive food^ and told us, that in fpring when 
the goats gave milk, the children could live with- 
out it. She is miftrefs of fixty goats, and I (aw 
many kids in an enclofure at the end of her houfe. 

She 
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She had alfo fome poultry. By the lake we faw a 
potatoe-garden, and a fmall fpot of ground on 
which ftood four ibucks, containing each twelve 
iheaves of barley. She has all this from the la- 
bour of their own hands, and for what is neceflary 
to be bought, her kids and her chickens are fent 
to market. 

With the true paftoral hofpit^lity,- fhe afked us 
to fit down and drink whifky. She is religious, 
and though the kirk is four miles ofF, probably 
eight Englifh miles, flie goes thither every Sun- 
day. We gave her a fhilling, and (he begged 
fpufFs for fnufF is the luxury of a Higland cot« 
tage. 

Soon afterwards we came to the GeneraPs Hutj 
fo called becaufe it was the temporary abode of 
Wade, while he fuperintended the works upon 
the road. It is now a houfe of entertainment for 
paflangers, and we found it not ill ftocked with 
provifions* 

Dr. Johnson* 
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SECT,. CIV* 

CF THE CLIMATE, SOIL, PRODUCE, ANT> 
ANIMALS OF THS HEBRIDES^ PAR- 
TICULARLY OF SKY,. 



• 



AS thelflandof Sky lies in the fifty •^ftwetnh 
degree, the air cannot be fuppofed to have much^ 
warmth . The long continuance of the fun above 
ihc horizon,, does iaideed fotnetimes produce great 
heat in northern latitudes ;■ but this can only hap«» 
pen in fheltered places^ where the atmofphere is to 
a certain, degree ftagnant, and the fame mafs of 
air continues to receive for many hours the rays 
ef the fan, and the vapours of the earth. Sky 
Hes open on the weft and north to a vaft extent of 
ocean,, and is cooled 4n the funimer by perpetual 
ventilation,, but by the fame blaft^ is kept waria 
in winter. Their weather is not pleafing. Half 
the year is deluged with rain.. .From the au- 
tumnal to the vernal equinox, a dry day is hardly 
known, except when the Ihowers are fufpended by a 
tempeft. Underfuchfkiescan be expelled no great 
exuberance of vegetation. Their winter over- 
takes their fummer, and tliei/harvefi; lies upoa 
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the ground drenched with rain. The autuma 
ftruggles hard to produce fome of our early fruits. 
I gathered goofeberries in September; but they 
were fmall^ and the hufk was thick. 

Their winter is feldom fuch as puts a full flop 
to the growth of plants, or reduces the cattle td 
live wholly on the furfdufege of the fummer. In 
rfie year feventy-one they had a fevere feafon, re« 
membered by the name of the Black Springs fromi 
which the ifland has not yet recovered. The 
ihow lay long upon the ground, a calamity hardly 
known before. Part of their cattle died for want^ 
and part were unieafonably fold to buy fuftenance 
for the owners. 

The foil, as in other countries, has its diveril- 
ties. In fotne parts there i^ only a thin layer of 
earth ipread upon a rock, which bears nothing 
but (hort brown heath, and perhaps is not gene* 
rally capable of any better produ£^. There are 
many bogs or mofles of greater or lefs extent,, 
where the foil cannot be fuppofed to 'want depth,, 
though it \% toa wet for tl^e plough. But we did 
not obferve in thefe any aquatic plants. The iraU 
lies and the mountains are alike darkened with 
heath. Some grafs, however, growa here and. 
there, and fome happier fpots of earth are (Capable 
€kf tillage* * ^ 
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Their agriculture is laborious, and perhaps ra- 
ther feeble than lanfkilfuL Their chief manure is 
fca-weed, which, when they lay it to rot upon 
the field, gives them a better crop than thofe of 
the Highlands. They heap fea fliells upon the 
dunghill, which in time moulder into a fertilizing, 
fubftance. When they find a vein of earth where 
they cannot ufe it, they dig* it up, and add It to 
the mould of a more commodious place. Their 
corn grounds often lie in fuch intricacies among 
the craggs, that there is'noroom for the a£lion of 
a team and plough. The foil is then turned up 
by manuel labour, with an inftrument called a 
crpoked fpade^ of a form and weight which to me 
appeared very inco.timodious, and would perhaps 
be foon improved in a country where workmen 
could be cafily found and eafily paid. It has a 
narrow blade of iron fixed to a long and heavy 
piece of wood, which muft have, about a foot and 
a half- above the iron% a knee or flexure with the 
angle downwards. When the farmer encounters 
a ftone, which is the great' impediment of his 
operations, he drives the blade under it, and bring- 
ing the knee or angle to the ground, has in the 
long handle a very forcible lever. 

According to the different modes of tillage^ 
farms are diftinguiihed into kn§ iSnd and Jhort 
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and. Long; land is that which affords room for a 
plough, and fliort land is turned up by the fpade. 
The grain which they commit to the furrows 
thus tedioufly formed, is either oats or barley. 
They do not fow barley without very copious ma- 
nure, and tben they expeft from it ten for one, an 
increafe equal to that of better.countries; but the 
culture is fo operofe, that they content them- 
felves commonly with oats; and who can relate 
without compaflion, that after all their diligence, 
they are to expe£l only a triple increafe? It is in 
vain to hope for plenty, when a third part of thd 
harveft muft be refer ved for feed. 

When their grain is arrived at the ftate, which' 
they muft confidcras ripenefs, they do not cut, but 
pull the barley. To the oats they apply the fickle. 
Wheel carriages they have none, but make a 
frame of timber, which is drawn by one horfe, 
with the two points behind preffing on the ground, 
, O^ this they fome times drag home their flieaves, 
but often convey them home in a kind of open 
panier, or frame of fticks upon the horfe's back. 
Of that which is obtained with fo much diffi-« 
culty, nothing furely ought to be wafted ; yet their 
method of clearing their oats from the hufk is by 
parching them in the ftraw. Thus with the ge- 
nuine improvidence of favages, they deftroy that 
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fodder for want of which their cattle may perifh. 
From this praflice they have but two petty conve- 
ences. They dry the ^rain, fo that it is eafily re- 
duced tb meal, and they efcape the theft of the 
threflier. The tafte contrafted from the fire by 
the oats, as by every other fcorched fubftance, ufe 
muft long ago have made grateful. The oa'ts 
that are parched muft be dried in a kiln. 

Of their gardens I can judge only from their 
tables. I did not obferve that the common greens 
were wanting, and fuppofe, that by choofing aa 
advantageous expofition, they can raife all the more 
hardy efculent plants. Of vegetable fragrance 
or beauty they are not yet ftudious.'- Few vows 
are made^to Flora in the Hebrides. They gather 
a little hay, but the grafs is mown late; and is fo 
often almoft dry and again very wet, before it is ' 
houfed, that it becomes a colledlion of whithered 
ftalks without tafte or fragrance. It muft be eaten 
by cattle that have nothing elfe, but by moft Eng- 
lijQi farmers^ would be thrown away. 

In the iflands I have not he'ard that any fubter-*' 
xaneou^ treafures have been difcovered, though 
where there are mountains there are commonly 
minerals. One of the rocks in CoJ has a black 
vein, iihagined to confift of the ore of lead ^ but it 
was never yet cfened or eftayed.. In SJ^ a black. 

mai» 



[ 305 I 
nais was accitlently picked up, and brought into 
rile houfe of the owner of the land, who found 
himfelf ftrongly inclined to think it a coaly but 
unhappily it did not burn in the chimney. Com- 
mon ores would be here of no great value; for 
what requires to be (eparated by fire, rauft, if it 
were found, be carried away in its mineral ftate, 
here being no fuel for the fmelting-houfe, or forge* 
Perhaps by diligent fearch ih this world of ftone, 
ibme valuable fpecies of marble might be dlfco- 
vered* ' But neither philofophical curiofity, nor 
commercia} iudoftry, have yet fixed their abode 
here, where the importunity of immediate want 
fiipplied but for the day, and craving on the mor-» 
row, has left tittle room for excurfive knowledge^: 
or the pleafiiig fancies of diftant profit. 

They have lately found a manufadure conllder-* 
ably lucrative. Their rocks abound with kelp, at 
fea- plant, of which the aihes are melted into grafe. 
They burn kelp in great quantities, and then fend 
it away in (hips, which come regularly to purchafe 
them. This new fource of riches has raifed the 
rents of many maritime farms; but the tenants 
pay, like all other tenants, the additional rent with 
great unwillingnefs ; becaufe they cohfider the pro- 
fits of the kelp as the mere produft of perfonal la- 
bour, to^which the landlord contributes nothing. 

However^ 
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However, .as any man may be faid to give wliaf he 
gives the power of gaining, he has certainly as 
much right to profit from the price 'of kelp, as of 
any thing elfe found or raifed upon his ground. 

This new trade has excited a long and eager li- 
tigation between Macdonald and Macleod, for a 
ledge of rocks, v/hich, till the value of kelp was 
known, neither of them defired the reputation of 
pofleffing. 

The cattle of Sky are not fo fmall as is com- 
monly believed. Since they have fent their beeves 
in great numbers to fouthern marts, they have 
probably taken more care of their breed. At 
fiated times the annual growth of cattle is drivea 
to a fair, by a general drover, and with the money, 
which he returns to the farmer, the rents are paid» 

The price regularly expefterf, is from two to 
three pounds a head. The^re was once one fold 
for five pounds. They go from the Iflands very 
lean, and are not offered to the butcher till they 
have been long fatted in Engltjh paftures. 

Of their black cattle, fome are without hprns, 
called by the Scotch humble cowsy as we call a bee 
an humble bee^ that w:jnts a fting. Whether this 
difference be fpecific, or accidental, though we 
enquired with great diligence, we could not be 
infoimed. 
. . Their 
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Their horfes are, like their cows, of a moderate 
fize. I had no difficulty to mount myfeif com- 
modioufly by the favour of the gentlemen. 

The goat is the general inhabitant of the earth, 
complying with every difference of climate and 
foil. The goats of the Hebrides are like others; 
nor did I hear any thing of their (heep to be p#- 
tJcularly remarked. 

In the penury of thefe malignant regions, no- 
thing is left that can be converted tofood. The 
goats and the flieep are milked like the cows. A 
fingle meal of a goat is a quart, and of a iheep a 
pint. Such at leaft was the account which I 
could extract from thofe of whom I am not fure ' 
that they ever had enquired* 

The milk of goats is much thinner than that of 
cows, and that of flieep is much thicker. Sheep'a 
milk is never eaten before it is boiled. As it is 
thick, it muft be very liberal of curd, and the peo- 
ple of St. Kilda form it into fmall cheefes. 

The flags o/ the mountains are lefs than thofe 
of our parks or forefts, perhaps not bigger than 
our fallow-deer. Their flelb has no ranknefe, 
nor is it inferior in flavour to our common veni- 
fon. The roebuck I neither faw nor taflecK Thefe 
are not countries for a regular chafe. The deer 
arc- not driven with horns and hounds, A fportf- 

man^ 
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man, with his gun in his hand, watches the anU 
mal, and when he has wounded him, traces him 
by the blood. 

They have a r^cc of brinded greyhounds, larger 
and ftronger than thofe with which we courfe 
hares, and thofe are the only dogs ufed ^y them for 
the chafe. 

There are in Sky iieither rats nor mice, but, 
the weafelis fo frequent, that he is heard in houfes. 
ratling behind chefts or beds, as r^^ts in England. 
They probably owe to his predominance that they 
have no other vermia; for iince the great rat took 
pofleffion of this part of the world, fcarce a (hip 
can touch a^ any port^ but fome of his race are 
left behindt 

D&« Johnson. 

MMMMNIMMMIItMfNMNtlt 

SECT. CV. 

OF THE INHABITANTS AND HOUSIS OF 

THE HEBRIDES. 

THE inhabitants of Slfyy and of the other 
iflands which I have feen, are commbnly of the 

' middle 
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middle ftature, with fewer among them very tall 
or very (hort, than are feen in England, or per- 
haps as their numbers are fmall, the chances of 
any deviation from the common meafure are ne- 
ceflarily few. The talleft men that I faw are 
among thofe of higher rank. In regions of bar- 
rennefs and fcaircity, the human race is hindered 
in its growth by the fame caufes as other animals. 
The ladies have as much beauty here as in other 
places ; but bloom and foftnefs ar^ not to be ex« 
pedled among the lower clafleSi whofe faces are 
cxpofed to the rudenefs of the climate, and whofe 
featqres are. fometimes contracted by want, and 
fometimes hardened by' the blafts. Supreme beau- 
ty is feldom found in cottages or work-fhbps, 
tven where no real hardihips are fufiered. To 
expand the human face to its full perfedton, it 
feems neceflary that the mind ffaould co-operale 
by placidnefs of content, or confcioufnefs of fupe- 
riority. 

Their ftrength Is proportionate to their fize, 
but they are accuftomed to run upon rou^h ground, 
^d therefore can with great agility fkip over the 
bog, or claihber the mountain. For a campaign 
in the waftes of America, foldiers better qualified 
could not have been found. ' Having little work 
^ do, they are not willing^ nor ^rhaps able, to 
' endure 



I 310 J 

endure a long continuance of manual labour, and 
are therefore confidered as habitually idle. 

Having never been fupplied Viriththefe accom- 
modations, w^hich life, extenfively diverfified with 
trades affords, they fupply their wants by very in- 
fufEcient fliifts, and endure many inconveniencies 
which a little attention would eafily relieve. I 
have feen a horfe carrying home the harveft on a 
crate. Under his tail was a ftick for a crupper, 
held, at the tv/o ends by twifts of ftraw. Hemp 
will grow in their iflands, and therefore ropes may 
be had. If they wanted hemp, they might make 
better cordage of rufhes, or perhaps of nettles, 
than of ftraw. 

Their method of life neither fecures them per- 
petual health, nor expofes them to any particular 
difeafes. There are phyficians in the iflands, who, 
I believe, all praftife chirurgery,and all compound 
their own medicines. 

It i<: generally fuppofed, that life is longer in 
places where there are few opportunities of luxury; 
but I found no inftance here of extraordinary lon- 
gevity. A cottager grows old over his oaten 
cakes, like a citizen at a turtle-feaft. He is in- 
deed feldom inconmoded by corpulence. Poverty 
preferves him fro j finking; under the burden of 
himfclf, but he efcapes no other injury of time. 

Inftanccs 
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Inftances of longlife are often related, which thofo 
*who hear them are more willing to credit than 
-examine. To be told that any man has attained 
a hundred years, gives hope and comfort to him 
who ftands trembling on the brink of his own 
climacteric. 

Length of life is diftributed impartially to very 
different modes of life in very different climates ; 
and the mountains have no greater examples of 
age and health, than the low land?, where I was 
introduced to two ladies of hi^^h quality; one of 
whom, in her ninety-fourth year, prefided at her 
table with the full exercife of all her powers ; and 
the other has attained her eighty-fourth, without 
any diminution of her vivacity, and with little rea- 
fon to accufe time of depredations on her beauty. 

The habitations of men in the Hebrides may be 
diftinguiflied into huts and houfes. Byahoufe, I 
mean a building with one ftory over another; by 
a hut, a dwelling with only one floor. The Laird, 
who formerly lived in a caftle, now lives in a 
houfe ; ibmctimes fufficientiy neat, but feldom 
very fp^ious or fplendid. The tackfmen and the 
minifters have commonly houfes. Wherever there 
is a houfe, the ftranger finds a welcome. 

Of the houfes little can be faid. They are 
fnlalli and by the neceifity of accumulating ftores, 

where 
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iwrhcrc flicre are fo few opportunities of purchafe, 
the rooms arc very heterogeneoufly filled. With 
^antof cleanlinefs it were ingratitude to reproach 
them : the fervants having bieen bred upon the 
naked earth, think every floor clean ; and the 
quick fucceffion of guefls, perhaps not aI^yays 
over-elegant, does not allow much time for ad« 
jufting their apartn%ents. 

Huts are of many gradations'; from murky 
dens, to commodious dwelifngs. 

The wall of a common hut is always built with 
inortar, by a fkilful adaptation of loofe ftones.— 
Sometimes, perhaps, a double wall of ftones is 
' raifed, and the intermediate fpace filled with eaf th» 
The air is thus completely excluded. Some walls 
are, I think, formed of turfs, held together by a 
Wattle, or texture of twigs. Of the meaneft huts^ 
the firft room is lighted by the entrance, and the 
fecond by the fmoke-hole. The fire is ufually 
made in the middle. But there are huts, or dwel- 
lings, of only one ftory, inhabited by gentlemen, 
which have walls cemented with mortar, glafs 
windows, and boarded floors. Of.thefe all have 
chimneys, and fome chimneys have grates* 

The houfe and the furniture are not always nice'- 
1y fuited. We were driven once, by miffing a pat 
iage, to the hut of a gentleman, where, after a 

very 
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V^ry liberal fupper, when I was conduiled to my 
chamber, I found an elegant bed of Indian cotton, 
/pread with fine (beets. The accommodation was 
flattering ; I undrefled myfelf, and felt my feet in 
the mire. The bed ftood upon the bare earth, 
which a long courfe of rain had foftened to a 
puddle. 

The petty tenants, and labouring peafants, live 
in miferable cabins, which afibrd them little more 
than fhelter from the ftorms. The Boor of Nor^ 
way is faid to make all his own utenfils. In the 
Hebrides, whatever might be their ingenuity, die 
want of wood leaves them no materials. They 
are probably content withfuch accommodationsits 
ftones of different forms and fizes can afford them. 

Their food is not better than their lodging. 
They feldom tafte the flefli of land animals ; for 
here are no markets. What each man eats is 
from his own flock. The great efFedl of money 
is to break property into fmall parts. Intov^ns, 
ke that has a (hilling may have a |riece of meat ; 
but where there is no commerce, no man can eat 
mutton but by killing a fheep. 

Fifh in &ir weather they need not want ; but, I\ 
believe, man never lives long on fifh, but by con- 
ftraint ; he will rather feed upon roots and ber- 
ries. 

Vm. II. O The 
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The only fuel of the iflands is peat. Their 
wopd is all confumed, and coal they have not yet 
found. Peat is dug out of the marihes, frojn the 
depth of one foot to that of fix. That is accounted 
the beft w}iich is nearer the fur&ce. It appears 
to be a mafs of Uack earth held together by ve- 
getable fibres, I know not whether the cartH be 
bituminous, or whether the fibres be not the only 
combuftible part j which, by heating the inter- 
pofed e^rth red- hot, make a burning mafs. The 
bait is not very ftrong nor lafting. The aflies 
are yeUowifhj and in a large quantity. -When 
they dig peat, they cut it into fquare pieces, and 
pile it up to dry befide the houfe. In fome places 
ithasan ofFenfive finell. It is like \yood charked. 
for die (mith. Tl>e common method of making 
pe2^t fires, is by heaping it on the earth ; but it 
burns well in grs^tes, ^i>d in the beft hpufes is fo 

Thjicqmnimqpxiiofii^ ^h^t peat grows again 
where it ha^.t^en cut ; which, ^s it ie^ms to be 
chiefly a yeg^t^ble fubi^^noe^ is n^^t ^nlil|^)y to 
be true, whether known pr nof ito tbpfe who re- 
late it. 

Dr. Johnson. 
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SECT. CVI. 



OF THE HEBRIDIAN TABLES. 

• 

IT need not, I fuppofe, be mentioned, that in 
countries fo little frequented as the Iflands, there 
are no houfes where travellers are entertained for 
money. He that wanders about thefie wilds, either 
procures recommendations to thofe, whofe haWta* 
tions lie near his way, or, when night and weari- 
nefs come upon him, takes the chance erf general 
hofpitality. If he finds only a cottage^ he can ex- 
peft little more than fhelter; for the cottagers 
have little more for themfelves. But if his good 
fortune brings him to the refidence of a gentler- 
man, he will be gtad of a ftorm to prolong^his 
ftay. There is, however, one inn by the fea-fide 
at Sconfor, in Sky, where the poft-ofEce is kept^ 

At the tables whfere a ftrangcr is received, nei- 
ther plenty nor delicacy is wanting. A tradt of 
land fo thinly inhabited, muft have much wild- 
fowl ; and I fcarcely remember to have feen a din- 
fler without them. The moor-game is every 
where to be had. That the fea abounds with fiA^ 

O 2 need 
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need not be told -, for it fupplies a great part of 
Europe. The Ifle of Sky^ has flags and roebucks^ 
but no hares . They fell very nucnerous droves of 
oxen yearly to England, and therefore cannot be 
fuppofed to want beef at home. Sheep and goats 
are in great numbers^ and they have the- common 
domellic fowls. 

Bu. :*5 here is nothing to be bought, every fa*- 
niily rriil iwill its own meat, and roaft part of it ' 
fomewhat foo ler than Apicius would prefcribe. 
Every kind of fleih is undoubtedly excelled .by the 
variety and emulation of Englifh markets ; but 
that which is not.beft may be yet free fron^ bad ; 
and be that fhall complain of his fare in, the He^ 
brides^ has improved his delicacy more than^his 
manhood. 

Their fowls are not like thofe plumped for fale 
by the poulterers of London, but they are as good 
.as other places commonly afford, except that the 
geefe, by feeding in the fea^ have univerfally a £fby 
ranknefs. 

Thefe geefe feem to be of a middhe race, be- 
tween the wild and domeftic kinds. They are fo " 
tame as to own a home, and fo wild as fometimes 
to fly quite away. 

Their native bread is made of oats, or barley. 
Of oatmeal they fpread very thin cakes, coarfe aad 

hard> 
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hard, to which unaccuftomed palates are not eafily 
reconciled. The barley cakes are thicker and 
foften I began to eat them with unwillingnefs^ 
The blacknefs of their colour raifes fome diflike^ 
but the tafte is not difagreeable. In moft houfes 
there is wheat-flbur, with which we were fure to 
be treated, if we ftaid long enough to have it 
kndaded and baked. As neither yeaft nor leavea 
are ufed among them, their bread of every kind is 
unfermented. They make only cakee, and never 
mould a loaf. - 

A man of tte Hebrides, for of the women's 
diet I can give no account, as foon as he appears 
ih the morning, fwallows a glafs of whifky. Yet 
they are not a drunken race; at leaft I never was 
prefent at much intemperance. But no man is fa 
abftemious as to refufc the morning dram, which 
they call 2i]kalk. 

The word wA^ fignifies water, and is applied 
by way of eminence to Jirong water^ or diftilled 
liquor. The fpirit drunk in the North is drawn 
from barley. I never tailed it, except once for ex- 
periment at the inn in Inveraryj when I thought it 
preferable to any Englijh malt brandy. It was 
ftrong, but not pungent, and was free from the 
cmpyreumktic tafte or fmell. What was the pro- 
cefs I had no opportunity of enquiring) nor do I 

O 3 mfk 
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y^ifli to improve the art of making poifon pleai- 
fant. 

Not long after the dram, may be expeSed the 
breakfaft, a meal in which the Scots, whether of 
the lowlands or mountains, muft be confeiled to 
excel us. The tea and coffee are accompanied 
not only with butter, but with honey, conferve% 
and marmalades. If an epicure couid remove by 
a wifh, in queft of fenfual gratifications^ wherever 
he had fupped, he would breakfaft in Scotland. 

In the iflands however, they do what I found it 
not very eafy to endure. They pollute the tea- 
table by plates piled with large dices of Cheihire 
cheefe, which mingles its lefs grateful odours 
with the fragrance of the te^. 

Where many queft ions are to be a(ked,fome will 
be omitted. I forgot to enquire how they were 
fiipplied with fo much exotic luxury. Perhaps the 
French may bring them wine for wool, and the 
Dutch give them tea and cofFee at the fifhing 
feafon, in. exchange for frefh provifton. Their 
trade is unconftrained. They pay no cufloms, 
-for there is no officer to demand them. . What?- 
ever therefore is made dear only by impoft, is ob- 
tained here at an eafy rate. 

A dinner in the Weftern Iflands, differs very 
Jittle from a dinner in England^ except that in the 

place 
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place of tarts, there are always fet different pre- 
parations of milk, This part of their diet will 
admit fome improvement. Though they have 
milk, and eggs, and fugar, few of them know 
how to compound them in a cuftard. Their gar- 
dens afford them no great variety^ but they have 
always fome vegetables on the table. Potatoes at 
leaft are never wanting, which, though they have 
not known them long, are now one of the prin- 
cipal parts of their food. They are not of the 
mealy, but the vifcous kind. 

Their more elaborate cookery, or made diflies, 
an Englifhman at the firft tafte is not likely to ap- 
prove; but the culinary compofitions of every 
country are often fuch as become grateful to other 
nations only by degrees ; though I have read a 
French author, who, in the elation of his heart, 
fays, ^hat French cookery pleafes all foreigners, 
but foreign cookery never fatisiies a Frenchman, 

Thejr fuppers are, like their dinners, various 
and plentiful. The table is always covered with 
elegant linen. Their plates for common ufe are 
often of that kind of manufacture which is called 
, cream-coloured, or queen's-ware. They ufe filver 
on all occailpns where it is common in England^ 
nor did I ever find the fpoon of born but in 
Qne houfct 

The 



The knives are not often either very bright or 
very fliarp. They are indeed inftruments, of 
which the Highlanders have not been long ac- 
quainted with the general ufe. They were not 
regularly laid on the table, before the prohibition 
of arms and the change of drefs. Thirty years 
ago the Highlander wore his knife as a companion 
to his dirk or dagger, and when the company fat 
down to meat, the men who had knives, cut the 
flefh iptb fmall pieces for the women, who with 
their fingers conveyed it to their mouths. 

There was perhaps never any change of na- 
tional manners fo quick, fo great, and fo general, 
as that which has operated in the Highlands, by 
the laft conqucft, and the fubfequent laws. We 
came thither too late to fee what we expefted, a 
people of peculiar app^rance, and a fyflera of an-^ 
tiquated life. The clans retain little now of their 
original charafter; their ferocity of temper is 
foftencd, their military , ardour is cxtinguiflied^ 
iheir dignity of independence is depreffed, their 
contempt of government fubdued, and their re- 
verence for their chiefs abated. Of what they 
had before the late conqudft of their country, there 
remain only their language and^ their poverty. 
Their language is attacked on every fide. 
SchooU are ere£ted^ in which Englilh only is 

' taugh^ 
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taught, and there were lately fome who thought 
it reafonable to refufc them a verfion of the holy 
fci'iptures, that they might have no monument of' 
their mother- tongue. 

That their poverty is gradually.abatcd, cannot 
be mentioned among the unpleafing confequences 
of fubje6Hon. They are now acquainted with 
money, and the poffibility of gain will by degrees 
make them induftrious. Such is the cffcd of the 
late regulations, that alonger journey than to the 
Highlands muft be taken by him, whpfe curioilty 
pants for lavage virtue&.and barbarous grandeur. 

Dr. Johnsow. 
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